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Zion Lutheran Church 

  

September 14, 2025 ☩ Holy Cross Day 
 

This festival, which originated in the fourth century, celebrates the triumph of the cross.  
Paul reminds us that Christ crucified is the power and wisdom of God.  As Moses put a 
serpent on a pole to be a source of healing for the Israelites, we lift high the cross as the 
sign of our health and salvation.  Each time we make the sign of the cross we remember 
our baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ. 

 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21 
and Facebook Live.  We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and 
love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by pre-packaged elements.  If you are uncomfortable coming 
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship.  We 
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship 
service.  If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  
Gluten Free wafers are available on request. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
319 South 5

th
 Street, Albion, Nebraska  68620 

www.zionalbion.org  + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed 
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Confession & Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 The word of the Cross is folly to those who are perishing, 
 but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
 and the truth is not in us. 
 But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just, 
 will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Let us take up our cross as we confess our sins to almighty God. 
(Silence for meditation and self-examination.) 

 Lord Jesus Christ, 
 we confess that we have been impatient believers. 
 We have not finished what we began. 
 We have complained and sinned against you 
 in our thoughts, words, and deeds. 
 We have been foolish in not seeking your wisdom alone. 
 Forgive us, Lord for what we have done and left undone. 
 Refresh our hearts and lift our burdens. 
 In your holy name we pray.  Amen. 
 

 Christ has gone before us, bearing His Cross. 
 He died for each of us on the Cross, 
 that we may also bear our own cross, 
 as we desire to die on the Cross with Him. 
 For if we die with Him, we will also live with Him. 
 In the name of the crucified and risen Lord, your sins are forgiven. 
 Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

Holy Cross Day 
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All music & liturgies are from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191.   Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version  
Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by  
permission.  Confession & opening litany reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for the Parish, CWR program. 
Family of God liturgy Text & Music: Peter S. Klemp, b. 1967  © 2003 Used with permission. 

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 
Music: Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part II, Stralsund, 1665 
Public Domain 

Sending Song Lift High the Cross #660 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830–1869 
Music: Frederick C. Maker, 1844–1927 
Public Domain 

Table Blessing 
 May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray… (A brief silence is kept.) 
 O God, 
 through this meal you have strengthened us 
 and appointed us to be your servants. 
 Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. 
 We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 May the gracious gifts of the Lord God be upon you always. 
 And may you live in the light of the cross so that 
 it increases the work of your hands and the compassion of your hearts. 
 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 

3 

Opening Litany 
 God’s love, given in the cross, is strong and true. 
 It beckons us to walk on with hope in each step, 
 and lures us home with loving acceptance. 
 

 God’s love, given in the cross, is everlasting and bold. 
 It sustains us when fear closes in and worry overwhelms us, 
 and also surprises us with glimpses of wonder and bursts of joy. 
 

 God’s love, given in the cross, is gentle, yet persistent. 
 It graces us with rest in the midst of busyness, 
 and hounds us to follow the good path. 
 

 God’s love, given in the cross, is abundant and uplifting. 
 It dances around us like waves on the shore 
 and dwells in us as a song steeped in praise. 

Gathering Song When I Survey the Wondrous Cross #803 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 
Music: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 
Public Domain 
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 God’s love, given in the cross, is forever. 
 God’s love, given in the cross, forever leads us to sing with joy,  
 pray with compassion and live in the light of the resurrection! 

 
Apostolic Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
Kyrie  ELW Setting 8 
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Hymn continues on the next page. 

Distribution Hymn In the Cross of Christ I Glory #324 

Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872 
Music: Ithamar Conkey, 1815–1867 
Public Domain 

Distribution Hymn Beneath the Cross of Jesus #338 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei Lamb of God ELW Setting 8 

Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise Praise to You, O God of Mercy #208 

Text and music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711706 
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Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray… (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Almighty God,  
 your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross 
 so that he might draw the whole world to himself. 
 To those who look upon the cross, 
 grant your wisdom, healing, and eternal life, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Presentation of Holy Bibles 
 Brothers and sisters in Christ: today we seek God’s blessing 
 as we gather with thankfulness to bless the Holy Bibles 
 we present to the following young people: 

(Please come forward as your name is read.) 
 

 Colby Cox Nash Heesacker 
 Emma Krohn Casen Moser 
 Collins Rasmussen Tinley Schnoor 
 Cooper Seier Nolan Tisthammer 
 Kristen Weltruski Ryleigh Young 
 
 Let us pray.  (A brief silence is kept.) 
  Almighty and loving God, 
  we ask you to bless your Holy Word, 
  and particularly these Holy Bibles, 
  as we present them to your children. 
  May the wonder and mystery of your Word 
  be revealed to each of them as they use their Bible 
  to study and learn about your amazing love and grace. 
   May your Holy Word 
   be a continual blessing to them throughout their lives.  Amen. 
 
Presentation Litany 
  Receive the Word of God. 
  Learn its stories and study its words. 
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 You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
  so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
   but have eternal life. 
 We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us 
  your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, 
  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
  his life-giving passion and death, 
   his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
    and the promise of his coming again, 
    we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
     not as we ought but as we are able; 
  we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
   and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
    and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
     so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
      may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
  and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
   may be formed to live as your holy people 
    and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
 

 To you, O God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
  be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.  Amen. 
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 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
Proper Preface 
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
  that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
   to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
    who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by 
     his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
  with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting 8 

Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
 You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
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  Its stories belong to us all, 
  and these words speak to us all. 
 

  They tell us who we are. 
  They tell us that we belong to one another,  
  for we are the people of God. 
 

  We rejoice in this step in your journey with God. 
  We pray God will guide you, your family, and all of us 
  as you use this Holy Bible at home, in worship, 
  and in your Sunday School, First Communion, 
  and Confirmation classes. 
 

CP: On behalf of Zion Lutheran Church, 
  it is my honor to present you with God’s Holy Word. 
  May it be a source of comfort, strength, and guidance 
  throughout your lives. 
 

  Let us pray.  (A brief silence is kept.) 
  Almighty God,   
  grant us faith to know your gracious purpose in all things, 
  give us joy in doing your will, 
  and lead us to the building up of your kingdom. 
  May your Word always be a source of 
  inspiration, guidance, and strength to those who read it and hear it. 
  We ask all this through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
  one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

  May we learn together and grow in our love for God's Word. 
  The Word of God is a lamp unto our feet, 
  and a light unto our path.  Thanks be to God. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Reading Numbers 21:4b-9 
When the people spoke against God and Moses, the Lord sent poisonous snakes against 
them.  Moses interceded for the people, and the Lord ordered him to erect a serpent of 
bronze on a pole.  All who looked at it after having been bitten by a serpent would live. 
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A reading from Numbers. 
 4bBut the people became impatient on the way.  5The people spoke 
 against God and against Moses, "Why have you brought us up out of 
 Egypt to die in the wilderness?  For there is no food and no water, and 
 we detest this miserable food."  6Then the LORD sent poisonous 
 serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many 
 Israelites died.  7The people came to Moses and said, "We have sinned 
 by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to 
 take away the serpents from us."  So Moses prayed for the people.  8And 
 the LORD said to Moses, "Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a 
 pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live."  9So Moses 
 made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent 
 bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 98:1-4 
Let us read Psalm 98 responsively. 
 

 1Sing a new song to the LORD,  
 who has done marvelous things, 
 whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
  2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness 
  in the sight of the nations. 
 

 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness 
 to the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth 
 have seen the victory of our God. 
  4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18-24 
At the heart of the Christian message is the word of the cross.  This proclamation seems 
foolish to many because it reveals true divine power in the absolute weakness of 
Christ’s crucifixion.  True wisdom understands how ours is a God who suffers for and 
with humankind in the cross. 
 

A reading from First Corinthians. 
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Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response We Are an Offering #692 

Text & Music: Dwight Liles, b. 1957 
© 1984 Word Music, LLC. 
Used By Permission with CCLI License #11068244 

☩ MEAL ☩  
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
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 A Sustaining God, guide your church on the way. 
  Give us patience in our journey, and protect us from division and doubt. 
  May we look to the cross and live. 
  God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

 P Creator God, renew the earth. 
  Heal our planet from the venom of greed and exploitation, 
  and direct us to respect all life as a gift from you. 
  May we look to the cross and live. 
  God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

 A God of wisdom, grant discernment to those in authority. 
  Thwart the plans of the proud, bring low the mighty, 
  and uphold those who work for peace. 
  May they seek the way of the cross and live. 
  God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

 P God of grace, alleviate suffering. 
  Comfort the sick and the grieving, especially... 
  Come to the aid of those who are hungry or needing shelter. 
  May they find hope in the cross and live. 
  God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

 A Good Shepherd, guide your flock. 
  Protect us from the world’s lies and lead us in the way of truth. 
  Strengthen us in our faith and inspire us to serve others. 
  May we follow you to the cross and live. 
  God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

 P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence. 
  God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

 A Merciful God, 
  you receive into your loving embrace those who have died. 
  Giving thanks for them, may we find comfort in the cross 
  and live in the hope of resurrection. 
  God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

 P We entrust these prayers to you, O God, 
  in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.  Amen. 
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 18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 
 perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  19For it 
 is written, 
  "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart." 
 20Where is the one who is wise?  Where is the scribe?  Where is the 
 debater of this age?  Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
 world?  21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
 through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
 proclamation, to save those who believe.  22For Jews demand signs and 
 Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 
 block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the 
 called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
 of God. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia Verse #174 

Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker © 1985  Public Domain 

Holy Gospel John 3:13-17 
After explaining to Nicodemus that one must be born of water and Spirit, Jesus speaks 
of being lifted up on the cross, with reference to the bronze serpent lifted up by Moses in 
the desert.  Here the Son of God is revealed as the source of healing. 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

  13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended 
 from heaven, the Son of Man.  14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent 
 in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever 
 believes in him may have eternal life. 
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  16For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
 everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
 world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Children’s Time 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day The Old Rugged Cross TFF #77 

11 

Apostles’ Creed 
 Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith… 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 P Gracious God, we come to you in prayer 
  for the church, the world, and all in need. 

(A brief silence is kept.) 

Text & Music: George Bennard, 1873-1958; Public Domain 


