
  

September 7, 2025 ☩ 13th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s 
request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ.  Strengthened 
by the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and recalling God’s grace 
in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour to “choose life” — to 
choose life in God as our own. 
 

 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude  (The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21 
and Facebook Live.  We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and 
love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by pre-packaged elements.  If you are uncomfortable coming 
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship.  We 
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship 
service.  If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  
Gluten Free wafers are available on request. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
319 South 5

th
 Street, Albion, Nebraska  68620 

www.zionalbion.org  + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed 
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Confession & Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 “Turn to me to me and be saved,” says the Lord. 
 “For I am God and there is no other.” 
 If we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
 will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 The cost of discipleship confronts us today. 
(Let us take a moment of silence for reflection and confession.) 

 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
 We count the cost of faithfulness to you  
 and cringe from our responsibilities. 
 Our discipleship is far from perfect. 
 For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
 so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your holy name. 
 

 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 
 Jesus Christ was given to die for us 
 and for his sake our sins are forgiven. 
 To those who believe in Jesus Christ, 
 God gives the power to become children of God 
 and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

All music & liturgies are from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Used by  
permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Confession & opening litany reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for 
the Parish, CWR program.  Family of God liturgy Text & Music: Peter S. Klemp, b. 1967  © 2003 Used with permission. 
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Gathering Hymn Will You Come and Follow Me #798 

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949; © 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 
Reprinted with permission under One License A-711-706 
Music: Scottish Traditional ; Public Domain 
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Opening Litany 
 Being a disciple of Christ 
 means being committed to him above everything else. 
 

 Being a disciple of Christ 
 means being willing to abandon everything else to follow him. 
 

 Being a disciple of Christ 
 means being sure of God’s ability to work in and through us. 
 

 Being a disciple of Christ 
 means being faithful in our service to him. 
 

 Being a disciple of Christ 
 means being prepared to speak out about him. 
 

 Being a disciple of Christ 
 means being blessed by God to accomplish great things. 
 

 Being a disciple of Christ 
 means being strengthened by his Spirit day after day. 
 

 Come, let us learn that being a disciple of Christ 
 means being surrounded by the love of Father, Son, and Spirit 
 both now and evermore.  Amen. 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
Kyrie  (Tune: Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star) 

Lord, have mercy; hear our prayer. 
Bless your people ev’rywhere. 
Christ our Savior, let your face 

Shine upon us in this place, 
And your worldwide praise increase. 

Lord, have mercy; grant us peace. 
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Hymn of Praise  (Tune: Ach du Lieber Augustine) 

Glory be to God in the highest, the highest; 
Peace to all God’s people, God’s people on earth. 

We thank you; we bless you; we praise you, confess you, 
God, Almighty Father, our heavenly King. 

 

Jesus Christ, Redeemer, the Son of the Father, 
Lamb of God, you died for the sin of the world. 
Have mercy, O Savior.  Regard with your favor; 

From your throne in heaven give heed to our prayer. 
 

You alone, O Christ, are the Holy One, Lord Most High; 
With the Holy Spirit, you, Lord, reign alone. 
With Father and Spirit All glory you merit. 

Glory be to God in the highest!  Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray… (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Direct us, O Lord God, 
 in all our doings with your continual help,  
 that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, 
 we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, 
 bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  
 
Installation of Sunday School Staff 
 The following people, having been appointed by the congregation 
 to positions of leadership and responsibility in Zion’s teaching ministry, 
 are asked to come forward as their names are read: 
 Pre-K & K Danielle Koch & Teresa Tisthammer 
 Grade 1 Tana Dozler & Tara Leetch 
 Grades 2 & 3 Cola Heesacker & Brooke Stuhr 
 Grade 4 Sheena Krohn 
 Grades 5 & 6 Krista Choat & Brynn Petersen 
 Grades 7 & 8 Stacy Petersen 
 Music Lisa Thayer & Whitney Paulson 
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 Substitutes Dorothy Grosch Nikki Heidemann 
  Amy Moser Amanda Reinhart 
  Lynne Webster 
 

  A reading from First Corinthians. 
  There are different kinds of spiritual gifts,  
  but the same Spirit gives them. 
  There are different ways of serving, but the same Lord is served. 
  There are different abilities to perform services, 
  but the same God gives to everyone the ability for particular service. 
  The Spirit’s presence is shown in some way in each person, 
  for the good of all.  (I Corinthians 12:4-7) 
 

  Brothers and sisters, you have volunteered your time, your energy, 
  and your gifts to the children, youth and family ministries of Zion. 
  Will you offer your giftedness to this ministry 
  in the confidence that it comes from God? 
 R: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

  A reading from Proverbs. 
  Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
  and do not rely on your own insight. 
  In all your ways acknowledge him, 
  and he will make straight your paths. (Proverbs 3:5-6) 
 

  Will you carry out this ministry centered in Christ’s call, 
  striving to trust God as your guide and inspiration? 
 R: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

  A reading from Ephesians. 
  I pray that you may be strengthened in your inner being 
  with power through God’s Spirit, and that Christ 
  may dwell in your hearts through faith, 
  as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 
  I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, 
  with all the saints,  
  what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 
  and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, 
  so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:16-19) 
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  Will you trust in God’s care, seek to grow in love for those you serve,  
  strive for excellence in your skills, 
  and honor the gospel with a faithful life? 
 R: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

  I now ask you, people of Zion Lutheran Church: 
  Will you today renew your commitment  
  to our youngest brothers and sisters, our children and youth 
  who look to you for guidance, support,  
  and examples of righteous living? 
  We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 

  People of Zion, will you claim these gifted people 
  as those called by God to help carry out our congregation’s ministry 
  to children, youth, and families?  Will you support them 
  and enthusiastically celebrate the work they do? 
  We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 

  Will you pray for these leaders and the young people they serve, 
  celebrating our children and youth 
  as the ones Jesus blessed and welcomed? 
  We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 

  Let us pray.  (A brief silence is kept.) 
  Gracious God, for Jesus’ sake, empower these ministers 
  to care for the young ones in our family of faith. 
  Help them to teach faithfully, lead patiently, and guide confidently. 
  Stir up in these servants the gift of your Holy Spirit: 
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
   the spirit of counsel and might, 
   the spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord, 
   the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.  Amen. 
 

  Almighty God, who has given you the gifts and the will 
  to do these things, graciously give you the strength and compassion 
  to perform them.  Amen. 
 

 On behalf of Zion Lutheran Church, we now commission you  
 for ministry, grateful for your gifts and your willingness to serve. 
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☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Reading Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their 
ancestors. In this passage, he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by loving 
and obeying the Lord; or choose death by following other gods. 
 

 A reading from Deuteronomy 
 15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and 
 adversity.  16If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I 
 am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in  
 his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, 
 then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will 
 bless you in the land that you are entering to possess.  17But if your heart 
 turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other 
 gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you 
 shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter 
 and possess.  19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I 
 have set before you life and death, blessings and curses.  Choose life so 
 that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the Lord your God, 
 obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and 
 length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to 
 give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 1 

Let us read Psalm 1 responsively. 
 1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
 nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
  2

Their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night. 
 

 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
 bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; 
 everything they do shall prosper. 
  4It is not so with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
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 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
 nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
  6For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed. 
 
Second Reading Philemon 1-21 
Onesimus, a new Christian and a man enslaved by Philemon, has helped Paul, who is in 
prison. Paul writes this letter to his friend Philemon to encourage him to receive 
Onesimus, upon his return, as a sibling in Christ. 
 

A reading from Philemon 
 1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,  
 To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to 
 Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 
 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because 
 I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus.  
 6I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you 
 perceive all the good that we may do for Christ.  7I have indeed received 
 much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the 
 saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 
  8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you 
 to do your duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love — 
 and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ 
 Jesus.  10I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I 
 have become during my imprisonment.  11Formerly he was useless to 
 you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me.  12I am sending 
 him, that is, my own heart, back to you.  13I wanted to keep him with me, 
 so that he might be of service to me in your place during my 
 imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without your 
 consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not 
 something forced.  15Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from 
 you for a while, so that you might have him back forever, 16no longer as 
 a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother — especially to me but 
 how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
  17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would 
 welcome me.  18If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you 
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 anything, charge that to my account.  19I, Paul, am writing this with my 
 own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your 
 own self.  20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! 
 Refresh my heart in Christ.  21Confident of your obedience, I am writing 
 to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation Alleluia (Tune: Frere Jacque)  

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord! 

Laud and adoration!  Joy and exultation! 
Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord! 

 
Holy Gospel Luke 14:25-33 
Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know 
from the outset that completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing 
all other allegiances. 
 

 The Holy Gospel according St. Luke, the 14th Chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said 
 to them, 26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, 
 wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot 
 be my disciple.  27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me 
 cannot be my disciple.  28For which of you, intending to build a tower, 
 does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has 
 enough to complete it?  29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and 
 is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, 
 ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’  31Or what king, 
 going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and 
 consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who 
 comes against him with twenty thousand?  32If he cannot, then, while the 
 other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of 
 peace.  33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not 
 give up all your possessions.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
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Children’s Time 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus #802 

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt. 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith… 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Intercession 
 P Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, 
  and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

 A We pray for the church to follow in your ways, 
  that it may be a witness to your love for all people. 
  Help us choose all that is life-giving and confront the forces of death. 
  God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

 P We pray for creation, that it may be cherished and nurtured. 
  Sustain farmlands, animals, and waters; 
  restore places affected by calamities; 
  and shield coastlands from rising seas. 
  God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

 A We pray for those in authority. 
  Grant them wisdom to govern justly 
  and compassion to care for the marginalized. 
  Equip them for actions that further the common good. 
  God of grace, receive our prayer. 
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 P We pray for those who are sick, hungry, unhoused, or lonely, 
  especially… 
  May they find healing through your love 
  and the care of those around them. 
  Lead us to be your hands and feet in the world. 
  God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

 A We pray for this congregation, that we may be united in love and faith. 
  Refresh our hearts in Christ, and deepen our support of one another. 
  We pray that our sharing of faith may transform lives. 
  God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

 P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence... 
  God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

 A We thank you for those who have died and now dwell with the saints. 
  Surround them with your divine mercy, 
  that they find peace and rest in your loving embrace. 
  God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

 P We entrust these prayers to you, O God, 
  in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.  Amen. 
 
Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response We Are an Offering #692 
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☩ MEAL ☩ 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
 Praise be unto you, God of the prophets, 
  for you have taken in your own two hands 
  the redemption of your world 
   and refashioned us from brokenness  
   into life everlasting with you. 
 Like a potter you fashioned your chosen people, 
  making them into a vessel worthy of your glory. 

Text & Music: Dwight Liles, b. 1957 
Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC. All rights reserved. 
Used By Permission with CCLI License #11068244 
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 When that vessel was spoiled you called your people to repentance 
  and sent prophets to renew their faith. 
 In the fullness of time, through the death and resurrection of your Son, 
  you reworked the clay like a potter at a wheel, 
  and remade a vessel revealing your goodness and grace 
   through the forgiveness of sins, raising us up 
    from the dust of the earth to the hope of everlasting life. 
 And so with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven 
  we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy (Tune: Working on the Railroad) 

Lord, most holy, holy, holy, 
God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth proclaim your glory, 
tell your praise aright. 

Blest is he who comes among us 
in the Lord’s own name! 

Hosts of heaven cry, “Hosanna!” 
Earth, reply the same! 

 
Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 God of love, you welcome us at this table 
  as brothers and sisters in a new family. 
 Shape our life together by the way we belong to one another in you. 
 Send your Holy Spirit upon your church 
  to make us faithful witnesses to your beloved community. 
 Sanctify this bread and cup 
  that they may be for us the body and blood of your Son; 
 who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, 
  broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, 

Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 

  After supper Jesus took the cup. 
  Again he gave you thanks, 
   and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
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Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
 which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

 Great is the mystery of faith. 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

 Creating and re-creating God, you are the potter and we are the clay. 
 Renew your church today in the touch of your hands. 
 Search and know the places that are broken 
  and the hearts that long to be mended. 
 Form your people in faithfulness to Jesus. 
 Shape us to be his disciples, to take up our cross and follow him. 
 Have your own way with us, Lord: 
  mold us and make us, search us and try us, touch us and heal us, 
   till all shall see Christ only, always, living in us. 
 Bring us at last to the blessed day when we are one 
  with the family of saints gathered around your throne, 
   in the company of the Holy Spirit, in union with Christ, 
    Father most holy, now and always.  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
    and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Agnus Dei Lamb of God (Tune: Row Your Boat) 
Jesus, Lamb of God, all our sins you bore. 

Mercy, have mercy, have mercy, have mercy; 
Grant peace forevermore. 

 
Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The Body of Christ given for you. 
The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 
Distribution Hymn Jesus Loves Me #595 

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820–1915, alt. 
Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816–1868 
Public Domain 
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Text & Music: Ray Makeever, b. 1943 
© 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711706 

Distribution Hymn We Come to the Hungry Feast #479 

Table Blessing 
 The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  
 make you strong to do His will, and keep you in His grace. 
 Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Canticle (Tune: Auld Lang Syne) 

Lord, let your servant go in peace;  
what you have said is so: 

My eyes have seen your saving grace 
which all the world shall know. 
The Light that dawned in Israel 

now shines for all to see. 
To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

be praise eternally! 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 O God, 
 through this meal you have strengthened us 
 and appointed us to be your servants. 
 Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. 
 We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, 
 who gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, 

 ☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn Oh, That  the Lord Would Guide My Ways #772 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.; Music: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870 
Public Doman 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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