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October 4, 2026 ☩ Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of 
Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death.  For Christians, the vineyard also 
speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of 
sin.  Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so 
that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection. 

 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Facebook Live.  We hope 
that you encounter a word of God’s grace and love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by pre-packaged elements.  If you are uncomfortable coming 
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship.  We 
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship 
service.  If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  
Gluten Free wafers are available on request. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
319 South 5

th
 Street, Albion, Nebraska  68620 

www.zionalbion.org  + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 

 

 When we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves, 
 and the truth is not in us. 
 But if we would confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
 will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Today we look at ourselves as the vineyard of the Lord. 
(Let us take a moment of silence for reflection and confession.) 

 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
 We have not produced the sweet fruits of faith you seek; 
 we have claimed ownership of your domain. 
 For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
 so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 God sent messengers with his Word throughout the ages, 
 and in these days he has sent his Son, whom he has given to die for us; 
 for his sake forgives us all our sins. 
 By his sacrifice he has given us the kingdom and citizenship in heaven. 
 As a called and ordained minster of the Church of Christ, 
 and by his authority, I therefore declare to you  
 the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
 in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 

The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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All music & liturgies are from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191.   Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version  
Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by  
permission.  Confession & opening litany reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for the Parish, CWR program. 
Family of God liturgy Text & Music: Peter S. Klemp, b. 1967  © 2003 Used with permission. 
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Table Blessing 
 May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  
 strengthen you and preserve you unto eternal life.  Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Sustaining God, 
 with this bread and cup,  
 you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
 By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
 Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
 following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 God all mighty, God most merciful, 
 bless us, keep us, and grant us peace. 
 In the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn My Song is Love Unknown (LBW # 94, v. 5-7) 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Opening Hymn My Song is Love Unknown (LBW #94, v.1-4) 

Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624-1683 
Music: John D. Edwards, 1806-1885 
Public Domain 

Opening Litany 
 In great love and great hope for the future,  
 our Lord created the world and all that is in it — 
 Plants and trees, lakes and rivers, vines and leaves,  
 fruits and vegetables, animals and creatures of the sea. 
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 And God allowed them to grow. 
 In that same spirit of great love and endless hope for the future, 
 our Lord created people and placed them on earth — 
 Men and women, husbands and wives, parents and children. 
 

 And God allowed us to grow. 
 But in many places upon the land, things started to grow worse. 
 The soil turned rocky, the winds tore leaves to shreds, 
 the floods uprooted trees, and the vines choked life out of crops. 
 

 And God saw that something needed to be done. 
 What was happening on the earth 
 was happening in peoples’ lives as well. 
 Relationships got rocky, people were poking holes in God’s plans, 
 priorities were being rearranged,  
 and sin had a stranglehold on our every thought and action. 
 

 And God saw that something needed to be done. 
 So God sent his Son into the world — 
 To make the rough places plain, 
 to bring water to the deserted places, 
 to bless the fields with fertility. 
 

 And God sent his Son into our lives — 
 To make his righteousness flow through our hearts, 
 to allow his justice to take root in our actions, 
 and to provide the fruits of the Spirit to our hungry souls. 
 

 May all the earth be renewed 
 because of the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. 
 And may our lives grow in God’s love 
 and show forth the hope he has for us. 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
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Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Music: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SB159191.   

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820–1915, alt.   
Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816–1868 
Public Domain 

Distribution Hymn Now We Join in Celebration #462 
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Agnus Dei Lamb of God Family of God 

Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 

 
Distribution Hymn Jesus Loves Me! #595 
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Hymn of Praise Glory Be to God Family of God 

Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Beloved God, 
 from you come all things that are good. 
 Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit 
 to know those things that are right, 
 and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Reading Isaiah 5:1-7 
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel.  
In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard.  Despite God’s loving care, the 
vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “wild grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine 
grapes of justice and righteousness were expected. 



6 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 1Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: 
 My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 
 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; 
 he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
  he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 
 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, 
  judge between me and my vineyard. 
 4What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? 
 When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 
 5And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. 
 I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; 
 I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 
 6I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 
 I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 
 7For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, 
  and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; 
 he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry! 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 80:7-15 
Let us read Psalm 80 responsively. 
 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
 let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
  8You have brought a vine out of Egypt; 
  you cast out the nations and planted it. 
 

 9You cleared the ground for it; 
 it took root and filled the land. 
  10The mountains were covered by its shadow 
  and the towering cedar trees by its boughs 
 

 11You stretched out its tendrils to the sea 
 and its branches to the river. 
  12Why have you broken down its wall, 
  so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
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Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

 Great is the mystery of faith. 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

 God the one Father of us all, you gather us 
  in one faith, one hope, and one baptism. 
 Draw near to your children 
  when their lives are overshadowed by what divides. 
 

 Where wars have not yet ceased, come quickly. 
 Where hostility tears apart brothers and sisters, 
  open your path of peace. 
 Where the relationship between your people  
  and your creation falters, 
   renew our awe in the wonders you have made. 
 Where your church’s diversity fails to reflect 
  the glorious kaleidoscope of your kingdom, lead us to greater love 
   and wider mercy than we have ever before imagined. 
 

 Hasten the day when we who share Christ’s body 
  will join with him in perfect and holy communion, 
   in the everlasting embrace of the Holy Spirit, 
    as you draw all things to yourself, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy Family of God 

Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 God of holy unity, you are perfectly three and perfectly one: 
  from many, make your people one in you. 
 

 Sanctify your church around the world 
  and transform our fractures into fruitfulness. 
 

 Send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and this cup, 
  that they may be for us the body and blood of our Lord  
  Jesus Christ; who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, 
  gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them saying, 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 After supper, Jesus took the cup. 
 Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
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 13The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, 
 and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
  14Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 
 

 15behold and tend this vine; 
  preserve what your right hand has planted.  
 
Second Reading Philippians 3:4b-14 
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison 
to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ.  The power of Christ’s 
resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ. 
 

A reading from Philippians. 
  [Paul writes] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh,  
 I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, 
 a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin,  
 a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;  
 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church;  
 as to righteousness under the law, blameless.  
  7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
 because of Christ.  8More than that, I regard everything as loss 
 because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  
 For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things,  
 and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ  
 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
 from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ,  
 the righteousness from God based on faith.  
 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing 
 of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 
 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
  12Not that I have already obtained this or have 
 already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own,  
 because Christ Jesus has made me his own.   
 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; 
 but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind  
 and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal 
 for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia Verse  Family of God 

Holy Gospel Matthew 21:33-46 
Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans will, 
ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture. 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 [Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable.  There was a 
 landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine 
 press in it, and built a watchtower.  Then he leased it to tenants and went 
 to another country.  34When the harvest time had come, he sent his 
 slaves to the tenants to collect his produce.  35But the tenants seized his 
 slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another.  36Again he sent 
 other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 
 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 
 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the 
 heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’  39So they seized him, 
 threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.  40Now when the owner 
 of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”  41They said to 
 him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the 
 vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest 
 time.” 
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 May God bless us as we celebrate our love of Christ 
 and our fellowship with Christians throughout the world 
 and down through the ages this day. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
 Blessed be your name throughout the earth, Lord God, 
  for you have created wonders and, from the beginning, 
   have drawn every living thing into communion with you. 
 

 In the bounty of your creation you fashioned land and sea, 
  sun and stars, plants and animals, 
   that we might know the constancy of your love for us. 
 

 In covenant life you drew a people to yourself, 
  to give and receive love in your name. 
 

 In the fullness of time you drew near to us in your Son, 
  to bind us to you in the promise of everlasting life. 
 

 In every time and place you offer us brothers and sisters 
  with whom to live your ways of forgiveness and grace. 
 

 In every age you surround us with a great company of saints 
  that we might be bound to one another  
   in this world that you so love.  
 

 And so with the company of earth and heaven 
  we praise your name and join the unending hymn. 
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☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response  Family of God 

☩ MEAL ☩  
 

World Communion Litany 
 Friends, this is the Table of our Lord. 
 We come, not because we are strong, 
 but because we are weak. 
 We come, not because of any goodness of our own, 
 but because we need God’s mercy and help. 
 

 We come because we love the Lord a little 
 and would like to love Him more. 
 We come because Christ loves us and gave Himself for us. 
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  42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:  
   ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;  
   this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
 43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
 and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one 
 who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone 
 on whom it falls.” 
  45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 
 realized that he was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, 
 but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Children’s Time 
Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day There in God’s Garden #342 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith… 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 P Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, 
  we pray for the church and the world. 

A brief silence is kept. 

 A God of every generation, we give thanks 
  for all who have sought to renew and transform your holy church. 
  Inspire us to follow their example in our own day.  
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Text: Király Imre von Pécselyi, c. 1590-c. 1641; tr. Erik Routley, 1917-1982 
Trans. © 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc. 
Music: K. Lee Scott, b. 1950 © 1987 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP),  
a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711706 
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 P God of every creature, 
  bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within it. 
  We give thanks for those who have helped us 
  to see your Spirit in creation. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A God of every tribe and nation, 
  restore peace to the world’s conflict zones, 
  and shelter those who live within them. 
  We pray especially for the safety of displaced people and refugees. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. 
  Grant healing and relief to all who are sick or suffering, especially… 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A God of every truth, 
  you draw us nearer to you through your holy word. 
  We give thanks for teachers of the faith. 
  Fill their hearts with your Spirit, 
   that they inspire others with your truth. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. 
  We give thanks for all the saints 
  who have been restored to perfect unity with you. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, 
  we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our hearts; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 


