Z1ION LUTHERAN CHURCH
319 South 5™ Street, Albion, Nebraska 68620

www.zionalbion.org + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed

October 19, 2025 = 19" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s encouragement in the gospel today.
Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come regularly to
Christ’s table. Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be blessed.

T+ GATHERING ++

Prelude
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.)

Welcome

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion! We offer a warm welcome
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21
and Facebook Live. We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace
and love in this worship service.

Holy Communion will be celebrated today. At the table of our Lord Jesus
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the
Gospel. All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed
in person or by pre-packaged elements. If you are uncomfortable coming
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship. We
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship
service. If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.
Gluten Free wafers are available on request.
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Nineteenth Sunday Afier Pentecast

Confession & Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

When we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves,

and the truth is not in us.

But if we would confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Today God calls us to look at the faith he has given us by grace.
(A moment of silence is kept for reflection and confession.)
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We despair in the face of society’s problems.
And our faith seems weaker than that of past generations.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Our gracious God has given us the faith we need to live in this world,
to resist temptation, and to live with him eternally.

In his mercy God has given his Son to die for us,

and for his sake, forgives us all our sins.

As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,

and by his authority I therefore declare to you

the entire forgiveness of all your sins,

in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Opening Hymn My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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3 While life’s dark maze I  tread and  griefs a - round me spread.
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guilt a - way. oh, let me from this day be  whol - Iy thine!
love to thee  pure, warm. and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears o - way,  nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move;  oh.  bear me safe a-bove, 2 ran - somed soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Music: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
Public Domain

Opening Litany

O God, you have given us the Holy Bible to read and learn from.

Keep us constant in our study of Scripture.

O God, you have given us a way to communicate with you

whenever we want and wherever we are.
Keep us constant in our prayer life.

O God, you have given us a special place
where we can honor and adore you.

Keep us constant in our worship of you in this church,

which is your home.

O God, you have given us various talents and abilities to use.

Keep us constant in our acts of service to you and one
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O God, you have given us family and friends to love and cherish.
Keep us constant in our building up of one another.

O God, you have always been there for us.
Keep us constant in our ability to be there for you when you call.

Apostolic Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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And also with you.
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let us  pray 1o the Lord, Iet us  pray 1o the Lord.

Hymn of Praise Praise to You, O God of Mercy #208
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ev - er! Thanks be to you for - ev - er!

Text and music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711706



Prayer of the Day
Let us pray... (4 briefsilence is kept.)
O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people,
you are always ready to hear our cries.
Teach us to rely day and night on your care.
Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering world,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

+ WORD +

First Reading Genesis 32:22-31

Returning to the home he had fled many years before after stealing his brother’s
birthright and his father’s blessing, Jacob wrestles all night long with a divine
adversary who ultimately blesses him and changes his name to “Israel,” a name that
means “he wrestles with God.”

A reading from Genesis.
*The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids,
and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. **He took
them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he
had. **Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until
daybreak. *When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he
struck him on the hig) socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he
wrestled with him. **Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.”
But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” *’So he said
to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” *%Then the man
said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have
striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” **Then Jacob
asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you
ask my name?” And there he blessed him. *°So Jacob called the place
Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is
preserved.” °'The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping
because of his hip.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 121
Let us read Psalm 121 responsively.



'T lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?
2My help comes from the Lorp, the maker of heaven and earth.

The Lorp will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
“Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;

>the LORD watches over you; the LORD is your shade at your right hand;
‘the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.

"The Lorp will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life.
*The Lorp will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

Second Reading 2 Timothy 3:14 — 4:5
The writer of this letter continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague in
ministry, by emphasizing the importance of faithful teaching despite opposition.

A reading from Second Timothy.
“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed,
knowing from whom you learned it, ’and how from childhood you have
known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. '°All scripture is inspired by God and is
useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, '’so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient,
equigped for every good work.
*!Tn the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the
living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I
solemnly urge you: “proclaim the message; be persistent whether the
time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with
the utmost patience in teaching. *For the time is coming when people
will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, *and will
turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. >As for
you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist,
carry out your ministry fully.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Alleluia Verse #174
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Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker © 1985 Public Domain

Holy Gospel Luke 18:1-8

Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas. Jesus is
calling God’s people to cry out for justice and deliverance. For if an unethical judge
will ultimately grant the plea of a persistent widow, how much more will God respond to
those who call.

The Holy Gospel according St. Luke the 18" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'"Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not
to lose heart. *He said, “In a certain c1ty there was a judge who neither
feared God nor had respect for people °In that city there was a widow
who kept commg to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my
opponent.” “For a while he refused; but later he sald to himself, ‘Though
I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, “yet because this
widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not
wear me out by continually commg > ®And the Lord said, “Listen to
what the unjust judge says. ’And will not God grant justice to his
chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in
helping them? ®I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet,
when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time
Sermon
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Hymn of the Day What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886
Music: Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918
Public Domain
Apostles’ Creed

Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith...
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell.
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On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of Intercession

P Renewed in God’s everlasting grace,

let us pray for the church, the world, and all creation.
(A brief silence is kept.)

A We pray for the church universal.
O God, who unites the church across the globe,
bring unity and peace to a world divided by hatred and opposition.
Turn our hearts toward the gospel of Jesus Christ.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

P We pray for creation. O God, who made heaven and earth,
draw us to the beauty of the whole creation.
Turn us toward a right relationship with the entire cosmos.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

A We pray for all nations, states, cities, and towns.
O God, you rule over all the earth.
Grant our elected officials humility in their decision-making
for the sake of the entire world.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

P We pray for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit.
O God, who heals and strengthens,
our help comes from you in times of need.
Support, comfort, and heal those who suffer, especially ...
God of grace, receive our prayer.

A We pray for Zion Lutheran Church.
O God, who guides this congregation,
encourage us to share the good news of Jesus Christ.
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Nurture our relationships with the community,
that we serve and advocate for those who come to us in need.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

A We offer thanksgiving for the faithful departed.
O God, whose promises never end,
we thank you for all the saints
who have shown us the way of your Son, Jesus Christ.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

P We offer our prayers, O God,
trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Peace
The Peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

+ OFFERING

Offering Response We Are an Offering #692
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We lift our voic-es, we lift our hands, we lift our lives upto you:
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we are an  of-fer-ing, we are an of - fer - ing.

Text & Music: Dwight Liles, b. 1957
© 1984 Word Music, LLC.
Used By Permission with CCLI License #11068244

+ MEAL

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God,
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is our privilege and our joy to give you thanks and praise,
Lord God, because you created all things
in order to dwell in covenant love with your people.
When that covenant was broken,
you promised to make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah,
in which you would put your law within them
and write it on their hearts;
you would be their God, and they would be your people.
They would all know you, from the least of them to the greatest;
for you would forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more.
In the body and blood of Jesus you made that new covenant,
and in his death and resurrection
we are bound to you and you to us for evermore.
And so we join with all the company of heaven
in the song of your everlasting glory.
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Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution
Abiding God,
you shape us through this holy meal
to be your companions, to befriend one another,
and to be reconciled with the whole earth.
Send your Spirit on your church,
that your people may endure suffering,
and that, being encouraged, they may proclaim your truth
and learn to live in your good patience.
Sanctify these gifts of bread and wine that they may be for us
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,
Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
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After supper, Jesus took the cup.
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

God of justice,

your children call upon you like a widow pleading her cause.
As you constantly knock on the door of our hearts,

inviting us to embrace your ways,

so we seek to wear you out with our longing for you
to grant justice to your children who cry to you day and night.

Give hope to any who are close to losing heart.
Bring consolation to all who can hardly continue another day.
Uphold those who have nowhere to turn.
Hasten the day when every tear turns to joy and all sorrow to dancing,

when you are all in all, one God, Trinity of peace and love.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray together as Jesus taught us...
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat:
The Body of Christ given for you.
The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Distribution Hymn Lord, Be Glorified #744
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I In my life,  Lord. he glo-ri - fied. be  glo-ri - fied:
2 In our song, Lord. be glo-ri - fied, be  glo-n - fied;
3 In your church, Lord. he glo-ri - fied. be  glo-ri - fied:
4 In  your world, Lord. be glo-ri - fied, be  glo-n - fied;
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in my lite.  Lord. be  glo-n - fied to - day.
in our song,  Lord. be  glo-ni - ficd to - day.
in your church. Lord. be  glo-n - fied to - day.
in your world.  Lord. be glo-n - fied to - day.

Text & Music: Bob Kilpatrick, b. 1952
© 1978 Bob Kilpatrick Music, assigned 1998 to The Lorenz Corporation.
Used by permission with CCLI License #11068244
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Distribution Hymn Day by Day #790
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lead me to the home I trea-sure, where at last I'll find ¢ - ter-nal  rest.
help me bear life’s pain and sor-row tll  in glo-ry 1 be-hold your face.
with your pres-ence here to guide me. 1 will reach at last the prom-iscd land.
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Robert Leaf, b. 1936
© 1992 Augsburg Fortress; Used by permission with subscription SB159191
Music: Oskar Ahnfelt, 1813-1882; Public Domain
Table Blessing

The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.
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Post-Communion Prayer

Let us pray... (4 briefsilence is kept.)

O God,

through this meal you have strengthened us
and appointed us to be your servants.
Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need.

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Announcements

Benediction

+ SENDING +*+

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free,
+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn If You But Trust in God to Guide You #769
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4 Sing, pray, and keep God’s ways  un - swery - ing, of - fer your
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hand through all your ways, you'll find that God is  there  be -
an - ger  and dis - tress? It vyou arec in vour Sav - ior’s
qui - ct - ness  con - tent We rest in God’s good will  un -
ser - viee faith - ful - ly Trust heav-en’s word; though un - de -
g
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side you  when cross-es come, in try - ing  days. Trust then in
keep- ing. in sor-row  will  he love you less? For Christ who
fold - ing, what wis-dom from on high has sent God, who  has
serv - ing,  vou'll find God's prom - ise truc  to  be. This is  our

Hymn continues on next page.
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God's un-chang - ing love; build on the rock that  will not move.
ook for  you a4 Cross will bring you safe through cv - 'ty loss,
cho - sen us by grace. knows ver -y well the fears we face.
con - fi - dence in-deed: God nev-eor fails in time of need
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Text & Music: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite
© 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

WE GET ONE FOR
WE FIGURE OUT WHAT )3 EACH OF Us?
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IT HAS A DENT N
ONE OF ITS
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All music & liturgies are from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by
permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Confession & opening litany reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for
the Parish, CWR program.
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Heep On Praging

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that
they should always pray and not give up. Luke 18:1 (NIV)

The puzzle is based on Luke 18:1-8 (NIV).

MUJDIAVUNIJIUSTAQ QR
QHRROPECDWVAWWG
L OPCRFASHQIOCEBS
LYBEZEURXODUYWE
YDAYRSFBAISADRU
MBEZESGUWBREAGX
HDWJIVIIXSPLENTE
QAIT BSXISIEFECIW
QPDSBHRKTODQKZY
LMOHCOOMFEONSAYV
I UWVAITWFXNYVMF
SAQBWHRHPRIUSTTICE
TCMMGVOLEHWLUWRAQ
EYDIGMS AERFYFI1F
NDNTOWNNGBSLTC CCA
UNJUST LISTEN JESUS CHOSEN DAY
SHOW LORD REFUSED DISCIPLES JUDGE
WIDOW FEAR NIGHT PARABLE PERSISTENT
JUSTICE WIDOW TOWN BOTHER PRAY
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Heen 0n Praging

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should

always pray and not give up. Luke 18:1 (NIV)

Each number represents a letter of the alphabet. Substitute the correct

letter for the numbers to reveal the coded words.
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2|3|4(5(6|7|8(9[10{11|12(13[14]{15(16(17
S|ID|Y|U|L|IN|R|A

21

25

. 21-9-8-9-14-6-13

6-26-2-24-13-7

5-7-15-56-2-24

15-5-2-24-26-16-13

8-13-10-5-2-13-3

13-9-8-24-19

20-26-3-23-20

10-9-26-24-19

JUSTICE PARABLE FAITH
EARTH WIDOW UNJUST

REFUSED
LISTEN
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