
24 

Holy 

Baptism 

Maze 

  

October 18, 2026 ☩ 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
 

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes.  
When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to 
him and to God what belongs to God.  To gather for worship reminds us that our 
ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority.  Created in the image 
of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world.. 

 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Facebook Live.  We hope 
that you encounter a word of God’s grace and love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by pre-packaged elements.  If you are uncomfortable coming 
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship.  We 
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship 
service.  If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  
Gluten Free wafers are available on request. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
319 South 5

th
 Street, Albion, Nebraska  68620 

www.zionalbion.org  + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 

 

 When we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves, 
 and the truth is not in us.  
 But if we would confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
 will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Today we consider the warning of God that the wicked will surely die. 
 (Let us take a moment of silence for reflection and confession.) 

 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
 We have obeyed neither you nor your representatives as we ought. 
 We have broken your commandments. 
 For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
 so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God desires life for his people; 
 he calls us to deal with one another in love as he has dealt with us. 
 He gave  his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. 
 As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 
 and by his authority, I therefore declare to you  
 the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
 in the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 

The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
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TODAY we celebrate  
the gift of God’s grace as 

Margaret James Wolf 
is baptized in the name of 

the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

Maggie was born on 
Tuesday, June 23, 2026 

at 7:37am. 
She weighed 9lbs. 2oz., 

and was 21” long. 
 

Loving Parents:   
Alex & Ellie Wolf 

 

Big Brother 
Jack Wolf 

 

Godparents: 
Adam & Lauren Briese 

 

Grandparents: 
Bobbi & Sam Clinch 

Jay & Susie Wolf 

May God continue  
to bless them all  

with His abundant 
love and grace. 
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Opening Hymn You Servants of God #825 

Opening Litany 
 Both day and night, from the rising of the sun to the time when it sets, 
 our God is in control. 
 All our moments belong to him. 
 

 Within the lives of our leaders and teachers,  
 our employers and supervisors, our friends and family members, 
 God is in control. 
 They are encompassed by the Father’s care. 
 

 Our homes and possessions, our money and treasures, 
 our buildings and streets, our cities and towns are under God’s control. 
 They are protected by his watchful eye. 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
Music: attr. Johann Michael Haydn, 1737-1806 
Public Domain 
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 The hands extended in welcome, the coins dropped in offering baskets, 
 the acts of kindness and love in our churches and communities 
 are directed by our God. 
 They are examples of ways God’s power is at work in the world. 
 

 For we are convinced that neither death nor life,  
 neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future,  
 nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 
 nor anything else in all creation, 
 will be able to separate us from the love and power  
 and authority of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
Hymn of Praise Father, I Adore You SS Choir 

Father, I adore you; 
lay my life before you; 

how I love you. 
 

Jesus, I adore you; 
lay my life before you; 

how I love you. 
 

Spirit, I adore you; 
lay my life before you; 

how I love you. 

Text and music © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. Capitol Christian Music Group 
Used by permission.  CCLI License #11068244 

Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Sovereign God, 
 raise your throne in our hearts. 
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All music & liturgies are from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191.   Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version  
Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by  
permission.  Confession & opening litany reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for the Parish, CWR program. 
Family of God liturgy Text & Music: Peter S. Klemp, b. 1967  © 2003 Used with permission. 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969 
Music:  John Hughes, 1873-1932 
Public Domain 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Sustaining God, 
 with this bread and cup,  
 you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
 By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
 Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
 following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 God all mighty, God most merciful, 
 bless us, keep us, and grant us peace. 
 In the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn God of Grace and God of Glory #705 
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 Created by you, let us live in your image; 
 created for you, let us act for your glory; 
 redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Reading Isaiah 45:1-7 
The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has anointed to end 
Israel’s exile.  The Lord makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this Lord as 
the only God.  Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness; the Lord claims sovereignty 
over both light and darkness. 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 1Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus,  
  whose right hand I have grasped to subdue nations before him  
 and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him — 
  and the gates shall not be closed: 
 2I will go before you and level the mountains, 
  I will break in pieces the doors of bronze  
  and cut through the bars of iron, 
 3I will give you the treasures of darkness  
  and riches hidden in secret places, 
 so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 
  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
 4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, 
  I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. 
 5I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. 
  I arm you, though you do not know me, 
 6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
  I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
 7I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; 
  I the Lord do all these things.  
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 96:1-13 
Let us read Psalm 96 responsively. 
 1Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
   2Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the LORD; 
   proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
 

 3Declare God’s glory among the nations 
 and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
   4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, 
   more to be feared than all gods. 
 

 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
   6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
   power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
 

 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
   8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 
   bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD. 
 

 9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 
 tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
   10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! 
   The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved 
   will judge the peoples with equity.” 
 

 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
 let the sea thunder and all that is in it; 
 let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
   12Then shall all the trees of the wood 
   shout for joy at your coming, O LORD, 
   for you come to judge the earth. 
 

 13You will judge the world with righteousness 
   and the peoples with your truth. 
 
Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and 
reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith, 
love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian communities. 
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Distribution Hymn Rock of Ages #623 

Text: James W. Johnson, 1871-1938 
Music: J. Rosamond Johnson, 1873-1954 
Public Domain 

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778 
Music: Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872 
Public Domain 

Table Blessing 
 May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  
 strengthen you and preserve you unto eternal life.  Amen. 
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Distribution Hymn Lift Every Voice and Sing #841 

7 

A reading from First Thessalonians. 
 1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians 
  in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 
 2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our 
 prayers, constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work 
 of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus 
 Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has 
 chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in word 
 only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; 
 just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for 
 your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite 
 of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy 
 Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia 
 and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not 
 only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has 
 become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For the 
 people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had 
 among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and 
 true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 
 the dead — Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia Verse  Family of God 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 22:15-22 
After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they ask if 
God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 
 16So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, 
 “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in 
 accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not 
 regard people with partiality.  17Tell us, then, what you think.  Is it lawful 
 to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?”  18But Jesus, aware of their malice, 
 said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites?  19Show me 
 the coin used for the tax.”  And they brought him a denarius.  20Then he 
 said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?”  21They answered, 
 “The emperor’s.”  Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor 
 the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”  
 22When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 
 away. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Children’s Time 
Sermon 
 
Baptismal Hymn Borning Cry #732 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei Lamb of God Family of God 

Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
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Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 Merciful God, you have given us the law 
  as the covenant between your ways and ours, 
   and in Jesus you have renewed that covenant 
    by giving us the fulfillment of that law. 
 In this meal you show us 
  how much you long for us to be your companions 
   and how constant is your presence among us. 
 Send down your Holy Spirit upon us now, 
  that we might become the body of Christ that you give us to eat. 
 Give us your very self in these gifts of bread and wine 
  and make them be for us the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ; 
 who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks. 
  broke the bread, and gave it to them , saying, 

“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 After supper Jesus took the cup. 
  Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Great is the mystery of faith. 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

 God of inescapable love, 
  you call upon us to give to you the things that are yours. 
 As we realize with joy that all things are yours, 
  turn every action of our lives into ways of worshiping you. 
 Unite us with the communion of your saints, 
  past, present, and eternal, turning all into alleluia, 
   turning justice into kindness and trust, 
    turning fear into hope, hunger into fulfillment, 
     isolation into companionship, and suffering into love, 
      until the day comes when we and all your people 
       see you face to face,  
        ever one God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
 In Baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death 
  by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 We are born children of a fallen humanity; 
  by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God 
  and made members of the church, the body of Christ. 
 Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, 
  we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 
 

Parents & Godparents: 
 We present Margaret James Wolf for Holy Baptism. 
 

 Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, 
 do you desire to have your child baptized into Christ? 
Parents: We do. 

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937 
Text © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 
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 As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, 
 you are entrusted with responsibilities: 
  to live with her among God's faithful people, 
  bring her to the word of God and the Holy Supper, 
  teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, 
   and the Ten Commandments, 
  place in her hands the Holy Scriptures, 
  and nurture her in faith and prayer, 
  so that your child may learn to trust God, 
  proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
  care for others and the world God made,  
  and work for justice and peace. 
 

 Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Parents: We do. 
 

 Godparents, do you promise to nurture Margaret James Wolf 
 in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, 
 and to help her live in the covenant of baptism 
 and in communion with the church? 
Godparents: We do. 
 

 People of God, do you promise to support Margaret James Wolf 
 and pray for her in her new life in Christ?  We do. 
 
Profession of Faith 
 I ask you all to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, 
 and confess the faith of the church. 
 

 Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
 I renounce them. 
 

 Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
 I renounce them. 
 

 Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
 I renounce them. 
 

 Do you believe in God the Father? 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
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Proper Preface 
 We praise and thank you, God of Abraham and Moses, 
  because you have made your creation out of nothing, 
   you have come among us in liberation and covenant, 
    and in your Son’s dying and rising 
     you have opened up your life to share your holiness with us. 
 

 In your tender mercy 
  you have broken upon us the dawn from on high 
   and shown us your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 You cover us with your loving hand 
  that we may dare to stand in your presence, 
   and you tell us your name that we may see into your heart. 
 And so we come before you 
  with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, 
   to sing the hymn of your unending praise. 
 
Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy Family of God 
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Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response  Family of God 

☩ MEAL ☩  
 

Great Thanksgiving 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
 
Prayers of the People 
 P Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, 
  we pray for the church and the world. 

A brief silence is kept. 

 A Living and true God, you inspire us to share the message of the gospel. 
  Give your spirit of love to seminarians  
  and those beginning their lives in ordained ministry.  
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. 
  Protect the abundant life within them 
  and sustain all those who work to preserve them. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A We seek your wisdom in all things. 
  Direct all who hold positions of authority around the world, 
  that they act with compassion, seeking the good of all. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P We pray for all people who work in dangerous  
  or degrading environments.  Grant them safety and courage,  
  and heal all those who are injured, sick, or suffering, especially... 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
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 A We ask your blessing on those 
  who do the quiet, unseen work of the church. 
  Encourage them in their work of faith and labor of love.  
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A We thank you for our ancestors who have been called home to you. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, 
  we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our hearts; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Font 
 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 We give you thanks, O God, 
  for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
   and by your Word you created the world, 
    calling forth life in which you took delight. 

 Through the waters of the flood 
  you delivered Noah and his family, 
   and through the sea you led your people Israel  
    from slavery into freedom. 
 At the river your Son was baptized by John 
  and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
 By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free 
  from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 
 Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, 
  that those who are washed in the waters of baptism  
   may be given new life.  To you be given honor and praise 
    through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
     now and forever.  Amen. 
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 Margaret James Wolf is baptized in the name of the Father, 
 and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen.  Margaret James, you belong to Christ, 
 in whom you have been baptized.  Alleluia. 
 

 Let us pray... (A brief silence is kept.) 
 We give you thanks, O God, 
 that through water and the Holy Spirit 
 you give your daughters and sons new birth, 
 cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
 

 Sustain Margaret James with the gift of your Holy Spirit: 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 
  the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 Margaret James, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 
 and marked with the cross of Christ forever.  Amen. 
 
Council Rep.: Jesus said, I am the light of the world. 
   Whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
   Let your light so shine before others 
   that they may see your good works 
   and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 
 Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 We welcome you into the body of Christ 
 and into the mission we share: 
 join us in giving thanks and praise to God 
 and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 
Jesus Loves You  #595 

Jesus loves YOU this we know for the Bible tells us so. 
Little ones to him belong, they are weak but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves YOU.  Yes, Jesus loves YOU. 
Yes, Jesus loves YOU, the Bible tells us so. 


