
  

November 23, 2025 ☩ Christ the King Sunday 
 

Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds 
ironic fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.  It appears 
utterly contradictory that a king should be crucified with a criminal.  This victory 
appears for all the world as humiliating defeat.  Yet through the gate of death Jesus 
opens the door to paradise. 
 

 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to those worshipping by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21 and Facebook Live. 
We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and love in this 
worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  This is God’s table.  All who 
are baptized and believe that Christ is truly present in this meal are invited to 
participate.  Holy Communion is distributed in person or by pre-packaged 
elements.  If you are uncomfortable coming forward, please pick up the 
communion elements as you enter worship.  We will partake of the 
sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship service.  If you have 
any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  Gluten Free wafers 
are available on request. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
319 South 5

th
 Street, Albion, Nebraska  68620 

www.zionalbion.org  + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed 
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Confession & Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
 Amen. 
 

 “Turn to me and be saved,” says the Lord.   
 “For I am God and there is no other.” 
 If we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
 will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Today we see Jesus as our Shepherd-King,  
 the Image of the invisible God, and the only Source of peace. 

(A moment of silence is kept for reflection and confession.) 

 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
 We have divided the Church and scattered the flock. 
 We have prayed only to save ourselves. 
 We are in need of rescue. 
 For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
 that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
 to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ reigned from the tree of the cross, 
 reconciling us all to God.  His royal decree is that Paradise awaits us. 
 By the mercy of God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
 and for his sake our sins are forgiven. 
 Live under him in his kingdom, 
 and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. 
 Amen. 
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Gathering Song Jesus Shall Reign #434 

Opening Litany 
 In Christ, the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
 And he is the only begotten Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

 In Christ, all things are fulfilled. 
 The scattered are found and brought into the fold. 
 

 The faithful are chosen 
 and called to be with him. 
 

 The church is restored, 
 and he is made the Head. 

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 
Music: ASSURANCE Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908 
Public Domain 



4 

 The dead are raised to life, 
 and the Firstborn of eternity is revealed. 
 

 All creation is in awe, 
 and every ruler bows before him. 
 

 Let us rejoice in the King of all creation! 
 For he fulfilled the Word of God! 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
Kyrie Jesus, the Very Thought of You Bell Choir 
Hymn of Praise The Church’s One Foundation Bell Choir 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 O God, our true life, 
 to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy.  
 We worship you, we glorify you,  
 we give thanks to you for your great glory.  
 Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world  
 into a fit habitation for your divine majesty,  
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Reading Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as 
shepherd.  Judah’s unjust rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered.   
Nevertheless, God will raise up a new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored 
Judah. 
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
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 1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!  
 says the Lord.  2Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, 
 concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people:  It is you who have 
 scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not 
 attended to them.  So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the 
 Lord.  3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the 
 lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, 
 and they shall be fruitful and multiply.  4I will raise up shepherds over 
 them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be 
 dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 
  5The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for 
 David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, 
 and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  6In his days 
 Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.  And this is the name 
 by which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 

 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 46 
Let us read Psalm 46 responsively. 
 

 1God is our refuge and strength, 
 a very present help in trouble. 
  2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 

 3though its waters rage and foam, 
 and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
  4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 

 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
 God shall help it at the break of day. 
  6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away. 
 

 7The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
  8Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
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 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,  
 and burns the shields with fire. 
  10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations;  
  I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 

 11The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 
Second Reading Colossians 1:11-20 
An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical 
Christ, the one who was present at creation and is eternally reigning with God. 
 

A reading from Colossians. 
 11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his 
 glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with 
 patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled 
 you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light.  13He has 
 rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the 
 kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the 
 forgiveness of sins. 
  15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 
 16for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible 
 and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers — all 
 things have been created through him and for him.  17He himself is 
 before all things, and in him all things hold together.  18He is the head of 
 the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so 
 that he might come to have first place in everything.  19For in him all the 
 fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was 
 pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 
 by making peace through the blood of his cross. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia Verse  #174 
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Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker © 1985  Public Domain 

Holy Gospel Luke 23:33-43 
Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, 
Jesus reveals that to be Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others.  Here he uses 
his power to welcome a despised sinner to paradise but puts his own death into God’s 
hands. 
 

 The Holy Gospel according St. Luke the 23rd chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified 
 Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left.  
 34Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they 
 are doing.”  And they cast lots to divide his clothing.  35And the people 
 stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved 
 others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen 
 one!”  36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 
 wine, 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!”  
 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
  39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and 
 saying, “Are you not the Messiah?  Save yourself and us!”  40But the 
 other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under 
 the same sentence of condemnation?  41And we indeed have been 
 condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but 
 this man has done nothing wrong.”  42Then he said, “Jesus, remember 
 me when you come into your kingdom.”  43He replied, “Truly I tell you, 
 today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Children’s Time 
Sermon 



8 

Hymn of the Day Beautiful Savior #838 

Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904 
Music: Silesian folk tunem 19th cent. 
Public Domain 

Apostles’ Creed 
 Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith... 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
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  he descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 P Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, 
  the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence is kept. 

 A We pray for the church in the world, its leaders, 
  and its mission to share the good news of healing and restoration. 
  Inspire us to embody the beloved community 
  in ways that faithfully witness to the Holy Spirit.  
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P We pray for the trembling mountains and glad streams of creation. 
  Preserve and renew your coastlines, deep seas, forests, 
  and grasslands. 
  Guide all who tend flocks or care for creatures of all kinds. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A We pray for leaders and advocates in government, civic life,  
  and public safety.  Support equity across the globe 
  and heal division with accountability and truth. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P We pray for any who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation, 
  weary in body or spirit, or sick, especially… 
  Comfort all in need of your tender care. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A We pray for this part of the body of Christ 
  gathered around word and sacrament. 
  Bring us into authentic community 



10 

  where all ages are valued and experience God’s faithfulness together.  
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P: Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A We give thanks for all who have died in faith. 
  May we remember them faithfully 
  until we are gathered with you in the paradise you promise. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, 
  trusting in your grace and unyielding love;  
  through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response We Are an Offering #692 
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☩ MEAL ☩ 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
 Blessed are you, Lord God, 
  for you have looked favorably on your people and redeemed them. 
 You raised up a mighty savior for us 
  in the house of your servant David, 
   as you spoke through the mouth of your holy prophets from old. 
 You have shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
  and have remembered your holy covenant, 
   the oath that you swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
    to grant that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
     might serve you without fear, 
      in holiness and righteousness before you all our days, 
       and finally coming to dwell with you, 
        with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, 
         singing the hymn of your unending praise. 

Text & Music: Dwight Liles, b. 1957 
Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC. 
Used By Permission with CCLI License #11068244 
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Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy ELW, setting 8 

Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 God most high, you sent Jesus as a prophet and a promise; 
  for he went before you to prepare your ways, 
   to give knowledge of salvation to your people 
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 You show us the cost and glory of your salvation 
  in the breaking and pouring and sharing of bread and wine. 
 Send down your Holy Spirit, 
  that your people may be sanctified by your grace, 
   and these gifts of bread and wine may be for us 
    the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ; 
 who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, 
  broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, 

Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
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 After supper, Jesus took the cup. 
 Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

 Great is the mystery of faith. 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

 By your tender mercy, Lord God, 
  the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
   to give light to those who sit in darkness 
    and in the shadow of death, 
     and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 Inscribe in us that tender mercy, 
  that we may be people of tenderness and mercy. 
 Clothe us and all your creation in the kingship of Christ, 
  that we may all know your power in weakness, 
   your rule through grace, and your triumph through sacrifice, 
    until all bow before your throne and worship in your glory, 
     ever one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
    and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Agnus Dei Lamb of God ELW, setting 8 

Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The Body of Christ given for you.  Amen. 
The Blood of Christ shed for you.  Amen. 

 
Distribution Hymn Jesus, Remember Me #616 
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Table Blessing 
 The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  
 strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  Amen. 

Text: Luke 23:42; Taizé Community 
Music:  Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994 
Text and music © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711706 

Distribution Hymn Crown Him with Many Crowns #855 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 
Music:  attr. John Hatton, d. 1793 
Public Domain  



16 

Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray… (A brief silence is kept.) 
 God of field and flower, wheat and grape,  
 you have nourished us with the bread of heaven 
 that gives life to the world. 
 Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, 
 send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, 
 and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name.  Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, 
 and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. 
 The holy Trinity bless you ☩   
 and grant you a faithful and courageous heart now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Sending Song Lift High the Cross #660 
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Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956 
Text © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, IL. 
Music: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947 
Used by permission with CCLI License #11068244 

All music & liturgies are from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191.   Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version  
Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by  
permission.  Confession & opening litany reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for the Parish, CWR program. 
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