
  

November 12, 2023 ☩ 24th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

With this being the closest Sunday to Veteran’s Day, we consider it a privilege to honor 
our local veterans.  May this worship give praise to God and thanks to God or those who 
were willing to live God’s command to “love thy neighbor” by risking their very lives in 
military service for our country. 
 

 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to those worshipping by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21 and Facebook Live. 
We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and love in this 
worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  All who are baptized and 
believe that Christ is truly present in this meal are invited to participate.  
Holy Communion will be distributed in person or by snack bags.  If you are 
uncomfortable coming forward, please take the communion elements as you 
enter worship.  We will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor 
within the worship service.  If you have any questions or concerns, please 
speak with an usher. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
319 South 5

th
 Street, Albion, Nebraska  68620 

www.zionalbion.org  + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed 
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Confession & Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves, 
 and the truth is not in us. 
 But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
 will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
(A moment of silence is kept for reflection and confession.) 

 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. 
 We have ignored voices that call for your justice. 
 We have neglected actions that witness to your righteousness. 
 We have spoken and acted in ways 
 that disrupt your beloved community. 
 We truly repent of things we have done and left undone. 
 For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
 Restore our troubled spirits, so that we may live in newness, 
 follow the way of the Spirit, and build up the body of Christ.  Amen. 
 

 Rejoice and be glad!  God hears the prayers of all who cry out, 
 and restores us to life through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 Therefore, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
 in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
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Gathering Song O God, Our Help in Ages Past #632 

Veterans Day Litany & Video 
 Loving God, the framers of our Declaration of Independence 
 claimed that you have endowed us with inalienable rights 
 to life, liberty,  and the pursuit of happiness. 
 Yet there are those who would take these from us. 
 

 Today we remember all those  
 who have served in our country’s armed forces  
 to preserve the freedoms you have granted us, 
 to make it impossible for those who would  
 take away our freedoms from prevailing.  
 

 For the men and women who serve in the Air Force, Army, Navy, 
 Marine Corps, Coast Guard, and National Guard, 
 we ask your blessing. 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 
Music: William Croft, 1678-1727 
Public Domain 
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 For the family members who have also made great sacrifices 
 in order to make it possible for their service members 
 to be on watch at home or around the world or to go into harm’s way, 
 we ask your blessing. 
 

 For the families who grieve the death of a loved one 
 who went in harm’s way, never to return,  
 we ask your blessing.  
 

 Jesus tells us that no one has greater love  
 than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
 For all those veterans 
 who have been willing to lay down their lives for us,  
 we ask your blessing. 
 

 For the veterans of past wars 
 who bear scars in their bodies and spirits, 
 we ask your blessing.  
 

 For veterans who came home but couldn’t “fit in”  
 with their families or communities anymore,  
 we ask your blessing.  
 

 Keep all our veterans in your care today. 
 Grant them the peace that they sought to preserve for others. 
 As we honor our veterans, we also pray for peace. 
 Teach all your people the ways of peace 
 that those who have sacrificed so much for peace and freedom 
 will not have done so in vain. 
 

 We pray all these things in the name of your Son, our Savior, 
 Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
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Text: Julia Ward Howe, 1819-1910 
Music: North America, 19th cent. 
Public Domain 

Choir Hymn of Praise Battle Hymn of the Republic #890 

Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Righteous God, our merciful master, 
 you own the earth and all its peoples, 
 and you give us all that we have. 
 Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, 
 and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Reading Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 
Zephaniah presents the day of the Lord as one of judgment and wrath. Descriptions of 
the last day in the New Testament include details taken from Old Testament accounts of 
the day of the Lord. 
 

 A reading from Zephaniah. 
 7Be silent before the Lord God! 
 For the day of the Lord is at hand; 
  the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. 
 12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 
  and I will punish the people who rest complacently on their dregs, 
  those who say in their hearts, 
 “The Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.” 
 13Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. 
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 Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 
  though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. 
 14The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; 
  the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. 
 15That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, 
  a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, 
  a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities 
   and against the lofty battlements. 
 17I will bring such distress upon people 
   that they shall walk like the blind;  
   because they have sinned against the Lord, 
  their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. 
 18Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them 
   on the day of the Lord’s wrath; 
  in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; 
  for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 90:1-12 
 Let us read Psalm 90 responsively. 
 

  1Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another. 
   2Before the mountains were brought forth, 
   or the land and the earth were born,  
   from age to age you are God. 
 

 3You turn us back to the dust and say, 
 “Turn back, O children of earth.” 
   4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday 
   when it is past and like a watch in the night; 
 

  5you sweep them away like a dream, 
 they fade away suddenly like the grass: 
   6in the morning it is green and flourishes; 
   in the evening it is dried up and withered. 
 

 7For we are consumed by your anger; 
 we are afraid because of your wrath. 
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   8Our iniquities you have set before you, 
   and our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 
 

  9When you are angry, all our days are gone; 
  we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 
   10The span of our life is seventy years,  
   perhaps in strength even eighty; 
   yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow,  
   for they pass away quickly and we are gone. 
 

 11Who regards the power of your wrath? 
 Who rightly fears your indignation? 
   12So teach us to number our days 
   that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 
 
Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live 
faithfully in the here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 A reading from First Thessalonians. 
 1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do 
 not need to have anything written to you.  2For you yourselves know 
 very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
 3When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction 
 will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and 
 there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that 
 day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light and 
 children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let 
 us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for 
 those who sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 
 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 
 breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For 
 God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through 
 our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we are awake 
 or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and 
 build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia Verse  Family of God 

Holy Gospel Matthew 25:14-30 
Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to maintain things 
as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts that God has provided them. 
 

 The Holy Gospel according St. Matthew the 25th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 [Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, 
 summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he 
 gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 
 ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five talents 
 went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In 
 the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 
 18But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in 
 the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the master of 
 those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who 
 had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, 
 saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made 
 five more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
 trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put 
 you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And 
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 the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 
 handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His 
 master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 
 been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 
 things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24Then the one who had 
 received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that 
 you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 
 where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid 
 your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master 
 replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap 
 where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you 
 ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I 
 would have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent 
 from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those 
 who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but 
 from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 
 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where 
 there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
Children’s Time 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us #707 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith... 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818-1889, alt. 
Music: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887 
Public Domain 
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Prayers of the People 
 P Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, 
  as we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

 A Gracious God, you give talents and gifts to all your people, 
  and you equip the church to serve. 
  Turn us from fear and self-serving ways, 
  that we use our talents to glorify you and encourage our neighbor. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P You have been our dwelling place from one generation to another. 
  Sustain the life of the planet; protect farmlands and harvests. 
  Direct all people in wise stewardship of all the earth’s resources. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A You call us to honesty and integrity. 
  Instill these values in the hearts of all nations and their leaders. 
  Free any who are oppressed, expose all corruption, 
  and bring redemption to victims of injustice. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P You teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. 
  Where there is sickness or sorrow, bring healing, 
  and where there is loneliness, reveal your love in community. 
  We especially remember before you… 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A We pray for the faith formation ministries of our church. 
  Give to all children, youth, and adults who study your word 
  the breastplate of faith and love. 
  Shape us by your love and show us how to encourage one another. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P Here other prayers may be offered either aloud or in silence… 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A Gracious God, you are faithful in all generations.  For the promise of 
  life and rest and for the witness of those who have died in faith 
  we praise your goodness.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
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 P We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
  Amen. 
 
Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response We Are an Offering #692 

Text & Music: Dwight Liles, b. 1957 
Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC. 
Used By Permission with CCLI License #11068244 
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☩ MEAL ☩ 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
 We praise and thank you abounding God, 
   because you demand so much from us 
    and at the same time give us everything you expect of us.  
 In the glory of creation and the grace of liberation 
   you set the contours of our journey with you. 
 By crafting the covenant and by renewing your people in exile 
   you showed us the manner and purpose of your ever-flowing love. 
 In Jesus you gave us your most precious talent. 
 Though we buried Him through our ignorance and sin, 
   you raised Him to multiply your church  
    and spread abroad your kingdom. 
 And so we give you thanks with saints and angels 
  and the company of heaven, joining their unending hymn. 
 
Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy Family of God 
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Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 Encouraging God, your Son Jesus died for us 
  so that we might live together with you. 
 He went through the deep night of betrayal, anguish in Gethsemane, 
  trial by His own people, and scourging by His oppressors, 
   that we might live in endless day. 
 Send your Holy Spirit that your people may be turned 
  from the fear of your wrath to the anticipation of your glory. 
 By that same Spirit of salvation and hope, 
  sanctify these gifts of bread and wine 
   that in your kingdom of grace they may be for us 
    the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ; 
 who, at supper with His disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, 
  broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, 

“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 After supper Jesus took the cup. 
  Again He gave you thanks, and gave it to His disciples, saying, 

“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Great is the mystery of faith. 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

 Generous God,  
  when your church is entrusted with a little, make it faithful, 
   and when your people are sent forth to take care of much, 
    make them wise and true and kind. 
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 As you invested your whole heart in the uncertain market of our love, 
  show your children where to take risks, when to enter the unknown, 
   and how to trade with your bounty. 
 Prepare the hearts of the flourishing and the fragile 
  for the day of your revelation, 
   that when all secrets are made known and all desires laid bare, 
    your understanding and forgiving grace may see the 
     virtue behind our clumsiness and the goodness amid our folly. 
 Fill every heart with the sure and certain hope 
  that we shall enter into the fullness of your joy, 
   when your whole creation is justified by faith 
    and sanctified by love, and you are all in all, ever one God, 
     Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei Lamb of God Family of God 
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Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The Body of Christ given for you.  Amen. 
The Blood of Christ shed for you.  Amen. 

 
Distribution Hymn This Is My Song #887 
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Distribution Hymn O Beautiful for Spacious Skies #888 

Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929 
Music: Samuel A. Ward, 1848-1903 
Public Domain 

Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts.1-2; Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, st.3 
Music: Jean Sibelius, 1865-1957 
Used by permission with CCLI License #11068244 
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Table Blessing 
 The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  
 strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray… (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Lord Jesus, 
 in this simple meal you have set a banquet. 
 Sustain us on the journey, 
 strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and 
 give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way.  Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 The love of God surround you; 
 the grace of ☩ Christ release you; 
 and the Holy Spirit be your guide and strength, 
 now and forevermore.  Amen. 
 
Sending Song God Bless America 
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 Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

Words & Music: Irving Berlin 1888-1989 © Irving Berlin 1938 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 

All music & liturgies are from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191.   Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version  
Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by  
permission.  Confession & opening litany reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for the Parish, CWR program. 
Family of God liturgy Text & Music: Peter S. Klemp, b. 1967  © 2003 Used with permission. 
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