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November 19, 2023 ☩ Christ the King Sunday 
 

 On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment.  
In the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, 
hungry, naked, sick, or estranged.  In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the 
lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice.  We gather this day to celebrate the 
reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all things 
yet to come.  Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may 
be known in our loving words and deeds. 

 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21 
and Facebook Live.  We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and 
love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by pre-packaged elements.  If you are uncomfortable coming 
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship.  We 
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship 
service.  If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  
Gluten Free wafers are available on request. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 

 

 When we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves, 
 and the truth is not in us. 
 But if we would confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
 will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Today we rejoice to see Jesus as our Shepherd and King. 
 (Let us take a moment of silence for reflection and confession.) 

 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
 We are children of Adam and have strayed like so many sheep. 
 For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
 so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God has given his Son to die for us, 
 and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. 
 He has made us his children in Christ 
 and has promised to shepherd us into eternal pastures already prepared. 
 As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 
 and by his authority, I therefore declare to you  
 the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
 in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
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All music & liturgies are from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191.   Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version  
Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by  
permission.  Confession & opening litany reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for the Parish, CWR program. 
Family of God liturgy Text & Music: Peter S. Klemp, b. 1967  © 2003 Used with permission. 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, alt. 
Music: William E. Fischer, 1849–1936 
Public Domain 
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.  
Music: T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 

Opening Hymn Christ Is Alive!  Let Christians Sing #389 

Opening Litany 
  Over the heads of all people on earth, 
  Christ the King holds his shepherding staff. 
  And his shadow rests upon us all. 
 

 Not one person is beyond his line of sight. 
 Everyone is under his care and command. 
 

 With Christ the King in charge of our lives and guiding our path, 
 we can become like little shepherds in this world, 
  caring for the members of his flock 
 who are sick, hurting, and in need. 
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 With the voice of Christ the King 
  echoing over every hill and valley, every high and low in our lives, 
 we can become like little shepherds in this world, 
  speaking the truth about God’s love 
  to the lonely and imprisoned, the wayward and the lost. 
 

 With Christ the King surrounding us with fields of plenty 
 and streams of water, 
 we can become like little shepherds surrounding the 
  hungry and thirsty in our midst with plenty to eat and drink. 
 

 With Christ the King confidently taking us closer 
  to perfectly safe and secure places, 
 we can become like little shepherds,  
  pointing others toward the promised land of heaven, 
  where every need of body and soul will be met forever. 
 

 As the Savior’s staff leans forward toward the gates of bliss, 
  Jesus announces to all, “Become for others what I came to be for you.” 
 May we lead the life of little shepherds 
  until we see our Shepherd-King face to face. 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
Hymn of Praise Hark the Glad Sound Bell Choir 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 O God of power and might, 
 your Son shows us the way of service, 
 and in him we inherit the riches of your grace. 
 Give us the wisdom to know what is right 
 and the strength to serve the world you have made, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
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Song continues on next page. 

Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Lord Jesus, 
 in this simple meal you have set a banquet. 
 Sustain us on the journey, 
 strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, 
 and give us glad and generous hearts  
 as we meet you on the way.  Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 This is the day the Lord has made. 
 Go from this place as those acknowledging Christ’s Kingship. 
 Leave this place as those who live under Christ’s Lordship. 
 Live your lives as those who are blessed by Christ’s never-failing love.  
 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn Rejoice, for Christ is King! #430 



16 

Distribution Hymn The King of Love My Shepherd Is #502 

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–1877 
Music: Irish tune 
Public Domain 

Table Blessing 
 May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  
 strengthen you and preserve you unto eternal life.  Amen. 
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 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Reading Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will assume 
the role of shepherd in Israel.  The Lord will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my 
servant David,” who will feed and care for the people. 
 

A reading from Ezekiel. 
 11Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will 
 seek them out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are 
 among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue 
 them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of 
 clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and 
 gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; 
 and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and 
 in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good 
 pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there 
 they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich 
 pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my 
 sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. 16I will seek 
 the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, 
 and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I 
 will feed them with justice. 
  20Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge 
 between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with 
 flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns 
 until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they 
 shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
  23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall 
 feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the Lord, 
 will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, 
 the Lord, have spoken. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 95:1-7a 
Let us read Psalm 95 responsively. 
 

 1Come, let us sing to the Lord; 
 let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
  2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 
  and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms. 
 

 3For you, Lord, are a great God, 
 and a great ruler above all gods. 
  4In your hand are the caverns of the earth; 
  the heights of the hills are also yours. 
 

 5The sea is yours, for you made it, 
 and your hands have molded the dry land. 
  6Come, let us worship and bow down, 
  let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 
 

 7aFor the Lord is our God, 
 and we are the people of God’s pasture 
  and the sheep of God’s hand. 
 
Second Reading Ephesians 1:15-23 
In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the 
dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the church and the entire universe, now 
and in the age to come. 
 

A reading from Ephesians. 
 15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all 
 the saints, and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I 
 remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus 
 Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
 revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your 
 heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
 called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 
 saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 
 who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this 
 power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 
 him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and 
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Distribution Hymn Crown Him with Many Crowns #855 

Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4 
Music: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893 
Public Domain 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei Lamb of God Family of God 

Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
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 authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, 
 not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all 
 things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 
 church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Verse Festive March Bell Choir 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 25:31-46 
Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what is done for 
the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him. 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, 
and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 
32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and 
he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the 
king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 
36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of 
me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer 
him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 
thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw 
you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 
39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 
40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to 
me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, 
depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 
42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, 
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did 
not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we 
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saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and 
did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, 
just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 
me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 
into eternal life.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
Children’s Time 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day For the Fruit of All Creation #679 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 
Music: Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958 
Public Domain 
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 Send now that same Spirit to breathe upon your church 
  and make it resound with your praise. 
 Sanctify this bread and cup, that they may be for us 
  the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 Who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, 
  broke the bread, and gave it to them saying: 

“Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you; 
do in remembrance of me.” 

 

 After supper, Jesus took the cup, 
  again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

 Great is the mystery of faith. 
 Christ has died: Christ is Risen; Christ will come again. 
 

 God of glory, you sent Jesus to be our prophet, priest and king, 
  and you show us his face 
   in the face of those on whom the world turns its back. 
 As the tempted Christ was hungry in the wilderness, 
  make yourself known to all who search for food. 
 As the crucified Christ was thirsty hanging on the tree, 
  reveal your love among those who lack clean water. 
 As the infant Christ was a stranger in Egypt, 
  manifest your presence through many who are pilgrim from afar. 
 As the newborn Christ was naked in the manger, 
  live in all who experience shame and exposure. 
 As Christ in his passion was sick to the heart in Gethsemane, 
  declare your grace among those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. 
 And as Christ under judgment was a prisoner under Pontus Pilate, 
  be with all who are incarcerated by folly, injustice, or fear. 
 Renew your church by making it resemble Jesus, 
  our crucified King, our Savior, Lord, and Friend, 
   with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever. 
 Amen. 
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     and led them out of Egypt and Babylon 
      to take refuge in your sheepfold. 
 

 In the fullness of time you sent Jesus to be our shepherd king, 
  leading us beside still waters, 
   delivering us from the valley of the shadow of death, 
    and restoring our souls. 
 

 And so with all your gathered flock, 
  with sheep that are not of this fold, 
   and with saints and angels surrounding your glorious throne 
    we praise your name and join the unending hymn: 
 
Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy Family of God 

Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 Abundant God, you bestow upon your people 
  the riches of your glorious inheritance 
   and the immeasurable greatness of your power. 
 You send upon your disciples the Spirit of wisdom and revelation. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith… 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 P Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, 
  as we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

 A Holy God, 
  from Christ we receive our call to feed, clothe, and welcome. 
  Direct your church to respond to this call 
  with faithfulness and generous love. 
  We pray for the work of ELCA World Hunger 
  and partnerships with global feeding ministries. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P In Christ, the rock of our salvation, 
  we are brought into union with all of creation. 
  With mountains, seas, dry lands, and animals of the field, 
  we seek your guidance and protection. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A In Christ we know merciful judgment. 
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  Guide rulers of every nation in ways of humble leadership 
  and wise decision-making.   
  Allow aid to come to all who are underserved 
  and care to any who are neglected. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P In Christ we feel the depth of your love and care toward us. 
  Nourish all who hunger, connect any who are isolated, 
  and surround all who experience rejection or abuse. 
  We pray for those who suffer, especially… 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A In Christ we are made the people of his pasture. 
  Inspire the outreach and social ministries of this congregation. 
  We pray for all people who serve and attend to the needs of others. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence... 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A Holy God, in Christ we are welcomed home. 
  We praise you for the faithful witness of those who have served you 
  and extended your welcome and love to us. 
  Unite them with us as one body of Christ. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts 
  trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
  Amen. 
 
Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response We Are an Offering #692 
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☩ MEAL ☩  
 

Great Thanksgiving 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
 It is our duty and our joy to thank and praise you, 
  God of heaven and earth; 
   for you are our shepherd, who called Abraham by name, 
    gathered a people under Moses, fed your flock in the wilderness, 

Text & Music: Dwight Liles, b. 1957 
Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC. 
Used By Permission with CCLI License #11068244 


