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May 19, 2024 ☩ The Day of Pentecost 
 

Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 
Crossing all boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God’s 
mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of different lands and 
tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that they will be 
accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit reveals the truth. We celebrate that 
we too have been visited with this same Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join together in 
worship, and then disperse to share the fullness of Christ’s love with the world. 
 

 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21 
and Facebook Live.  We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and 
love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by pre-packaged elements.  If you are uncomfortable coming 
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship.  We 
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship 
service.  If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  
Gluten Free wafers are available on request. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
319 South 5

th
 Street, Albion, Nebraska  68620 

www.zionalbion.org  + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed 
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Confession & Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 In that name and with that faith –  
 as dear children approaching a loving parent, 
 as sinners redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, 
 as believers filled with the Holy Spirit –  
 let us confess our sins to almighty God. 
 Let us seek forgiveness. 

(Silence for confession and self-examination.) 

 Most merciful God, 
 we have been unworthy and disobedient children. 
 We have ignored our Father’s admonitions, 
 disregarded our Savior’s instructions, grieved the Holy Spirit. 
 We are not worthy to be called children of God. 
 But we beg you – of your fatherly compassion, 
 by your saving merits, at your inviting call –  
 to have mercy on us and grant us your forgiveness. 
 

 God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,  
 that whoever believes in him might not perish but have eternal life. 
 To those who believe in Jesus Christ, the heavenly Father 
 gives the Holy Spirit that they may be children of God. 
 Rejoice in the Lord; your sins are forgiven – 
 in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
Gathering Song Spirit of Gentleness  #396 
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Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923-2007 
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A-711706 



18 

Table Blessing 
 May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 Shepherding God, 
 you have prepared a table before us  
 and nourished us with your love. 
 Send us forth from this banquet 
 to proclaim your goodness 
 and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
 our redeemer and friend.  Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 May you be alive in the Spirit. 
 May you be a dancing flame of joy, 
 a warming fire of comfort, 
 and a blazing source of compassion. 
 And may the winds of Pentecost and the resurrected Christ 
 go with you and direct you wherever you may go. 
 In the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Sending Song God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind  #400 
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Opening Litany 
 O Spirit of the living God, 
 fill our mouths with words to share about our Savior from sin. 
 

 O Spirit of the living God, 
 fill our minds with dreams and visions 
 of what can be accomplished in our lives with the help of God. 

Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940 
Text © 1978 James K. Manley, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Used by permission.  CCLI License #11068244 
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 O Spirit of the living God, 
 fill our hearts with love for all people rich and poor, young and old. 
 

 O Spirit of the living God, 
 fill our souls with confidence and trust 
 in God’s great and glorious plan to bring his people home to him. 
 

 O Spirit of the living God, 
 fill our lives with inspiration and salvation day after day. 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 The blessing of the Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the glorious love bestowed by the ☩ Son, 
 and the power of the promised Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
Kyrie Spirit of God W&P #129 
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Distribution Hymn Remember and Rejoice #454 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923 © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 
Music: English traditional.  Public Domain 

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947 © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc. 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 
Music: Aaron Williams, 1731-1776;  Public Domain 
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Agnus Dei Lamb of God Family of God 

Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 

 
Distribution Hymn How Small Our Span of Life #636 
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Hymn of Praise Father, Adore You W&P #37 

Text: Daniel Iverson, 1890-1977 
Music: Daniel Iverson, 1890-1977 
© 1935 Birdwing Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing 
Used by permission.  CCLI License #11068244 

Text and music © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. Capitol Christian Music Group 
Used by permission.  CCLI License #11068244 

   

 

Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray… (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Mighty God, 
 you breathe life into our bones, 
 and your Spirit brings truth to the world. 
 Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, 
 and give us language to proclaim your gospel, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Reading Acts 2:1-21  
Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated seven weeks 
after Passover. On this particular Pentecost, however, the Holy Spirit is poured out 
upon the entire community of believers just as Jesus had promised and the scriptures 
had prophesied. Empowered by the Spirit, the entire community bears witness to God’s 
activity in multiple languages. 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in 
 one place.  2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush 
 of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested 
 on each of them.  4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
 began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living 
 in Jerusalem.  6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was 
 bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
 language of each.  7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all 
 these who are speaking Galileans?  8And how is it that we hear, each of 
 us, in our own native language?  9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 
 residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 
 Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans 
 and Arabs — in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s 
 deeds of power.”  12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
 another, “What does this mean?”  13But others sneered and said, “They 
 are filled with new wine.” 
  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
 them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to 
 you, and listen to what I say.  15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 
 suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.  16No, this is what 
 was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
  17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
  that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
  and your young men shall see visions, 
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Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

 Great is the mystery of faith. 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

 God of dreams and prophecy, send down upon us 
  your gifts of wisdom, knowledge, and faith; 
   of healing, discernment, and interpretation, 
    that your church may be built up in the likeness of your Son. 
 

 Let anyone who is hungry find in you the bread of life, 
  and anyone who is thirsty find in you rivers of living water. 
 

 Speak your word to all who are alone and in fear or despair,  
  and let each one of your children  
   hear your voice in their own language,  
    whether that language be art or science, work or play. 
 

 Sanctify your groaning creation, that your universe 
  may breathe your breath and be filled with your life anew,  
   that we may love what you love, and do what you do, 
    Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, ever one God.  Amen.  
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy Family of God 

Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 God of comfort and strength, we look to your Holy Spirit 
  to be with us in sorrow and in contentment,  
   in crisis and in abiding stillness. 
 

 Come among us now through the power of your Spirit, 
  that we may be transformed into your image, 
   and that these gifts of bread and wine may become for us 
    the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ; 
  who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, 
   broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying: 

Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 

  After supper, Jesus took the cup. 
  Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
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  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
  18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 
  19And I will show portents in the heaven above  
  and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
  20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, 
  before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
  21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Let us read Psalm 104 responsively. 
 

 24How manifold are your works, O Lord! 
 In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
  25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 
  with its swarms too many to number, 
  living things both small and great. 
 

 26There go the ships to and fro, 
 and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 
  27All of them look to you to give them their food in due season. 
 

 28You give it to them; they gather it; 
 you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
  29When you hide your face, they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath, 
  they die and return to their dust. 
 

 30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; 
 and so you renew the face of the earth. 
  31May the glory of the Lord endure forever; 
  O Lord, rejoice in all your works. 
 

 32You look at the earth and it trembles; 
 you touch the mountains and they smoke. 
  33I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I have my being. 
 

 34May these words of mine please God. I will rejoice in the Lord. 
 35bBless the Lord, O my soul.  Hallelujah! 
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Second Reading Romans 8:22-27 
By pouring the Holy Spirit into our hearts, God gives us the promised first fruit of 
eternal life so that we await God’s future in hope. In the meantime, the Spirit also 
intercedes for us by carrying the prayers of our weak human hearts to God. 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until 
 now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 
 fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
 redemption of our bodies.  24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that 
 is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen?  25But if we hope 
 for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
  26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know 
 how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too 
 deep for words.  27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the 
 mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according 
 to the will of God. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia Verse Family of God 
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☩ MEAL ☩  
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
Proper Preface 
 God of surprises, your Spirit brooded over the waters at creation 
  and lived among your chosen people 
   in wilderness, exile, and promised land. 
 Your spirit filled Mary’s womb at the moment of Jesus’ conception 
  and came upon him like a dove at his baptism. 
 When Christ died on the cross 
  your power raised him from the tomb on the third day, 
   and that same evening he breathed your forgiving grace 
    on those who had deserted him. 
 On the day of Pentecost you sent your Spirit upon the fearful disciples,  
  filling them with fire, with power, with wonder and joy, 
   and making them your church. 
 And so we gladly thank you, with angels and archangels 
  and all the company of heaven, 
   singing the hymn of your unending praise. 
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 A For this congregation and its ministries:  
  for those who plan and lead worship, 
  for acolytes and communion servers, for readers and tech ministers, 
  for all who prepare and clean our worship space. 
  May our worship be pleasing in your sight. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 A We remember the faithful departed. 
  Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone before us in the faith. 
  At the last day, breathe new life into our dry bones, 
  that we might feast forever with all the saints in light. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Into your hands, most merciful God, 
  we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love; 
  through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.  Amen. 
 
Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response Your Vineyards, O Lord Family of God 
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Holy Gospel John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
While speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as “the 
Helper” and describes the difference the Spirit will make in their lives and in the world. 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

 [Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you 
 from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will 
 testify on my behalf.  27You also are to testify because you have been 
 with me from the beginning. 
 16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was 
 with you.  5But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you 
 asks me, ‘Where are you going?’  6But because I have said these things 
 to you, sorrow has filled your hearts.  7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: 
 it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the 
 Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  8And 
 when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and 
 righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, because they do not believe in 
 me; 10about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will 
 see me no longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this world has 
 been condemned. 
 12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  
 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for 
 he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he 
 will declare to you the things that are to come.  14He will glorify me, 
 because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  15All that the 
 Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine 
 and declare it to you.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Time 
Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling #582 

Text: Timothy Rees, 1874-1939, alt. 
Music: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. Julius Röntgen, 1855–1932 
Public Domain  

Apostles’ Creed 
 Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith… 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 
Prayers of the People 
 P Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us 
  pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

(A brief silence is kept.) 

 A We pray for the church universal, for its ministries, 
  and for the spread of the gospel. 
  Shower your Spirit upon Sunday school students, confirmands, 
  and the newly baptized. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P For the earth, our precious home. 
  We give thanks for the diversity of plant and animal life on our planet.  
  Empower us by your Spirit 
  to be wise and faithful stewards of all you have made. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 A For the nations and those who govern. 
  Give those in authority understanding hearts, 
  that they work together to bring justice and peace on earth. 
  Grant all who vote in elections wisdom and discernment. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P For those in need around the world: 
  for victims of crimes, for victims of sexual abuse and exploitation, 
  for those who are incarcerated. 
  For all who suffer in any way, especially... 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 


