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May 12, 2024 ☩ The Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 

Today we join with heaven as we celebrate and give thanks for our graduating seniors.  
We thank God that each one is unique and brimming with potential. We thank God for 
leading them in their learning, for keeping them safe as they studied, and for always 
watching over them. May they all feel proud today and enjoy sharing their achievements 
with family and friends. May today be a memory that burns bright within them as they 
embark on life’s great adventure. 

 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21 
and Facebook Live.  We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and 
love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by snack bags.  If you are uncomfortable coming forward, 
please take the communion elements as you enter worship.  We will partake 
of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship service.  If 
you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  Gluten 
Free wafers are available on request. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
319 South 5

th
 Street, Albion, Nebraska  68620 

www.zionalbion.org  + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed 
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All music & liturgies are from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Used by  
permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) 
from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Confession & opening litany reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for the Parish, CWR program. 

Help the Graduate get her Diploma 
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Confession & Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

 When we fail to live as God’s people, 
 we are like flowers which give way to weeds. 
 But God seeks us out, not to condemn us, 
 but to comfort us, to forgive us, and to bring us home. 
  

 Let us stop playing hide-and-seek with our God as we confess our sins. 
 

(Let us take a moment of silence for meditation and self-examination.) 
 

 God of truth, 
 we confess that we have lied to you and to ourselves. 
 When we follow those desires that control us,  
 when we live for ourselves, 
 shutting off the gifts of those around us, 
 when we think we don’t need to 
 share your love, hope, and peace with others, 
 we show how we have joined the league of hooligans 
 who ignore your way of life. 
 Yet, you have chosen to call us your sons and daughters, 
 and you stand with us to love us, to forgive us, 
 and to make us inheritors with Jesus of your joy and grace. 
 Forgive us and lead us by your Holy Spirit, 
 that we might follow in the ways of Christ.  Amen. 
  

 In sorrow so deep we cannot find our way out, 
 God cradles us in comfort; 
 in moments so shadowed we trip over our fears, 
 God lights the way for us; 
 in joy which cascades into our souls, God fills us with healing. 
 Your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son,  
 and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Gathering Song Amazing Grace #779 

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5 
Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1851-1921, alt. 
Public Domain 

Opening Litany 
 We gather this day, to acknowledge a threshold moment — 
 a thin place between what’s been and what’s to be — 
 between what’s been studied, learned, and accomplished, 
 and all the more there is to study and learn and do. 
 

 It is so very good to mark growth in celebration, 
 and then so very good as well, to celebrate having further to grow — 
 to note a mile-marker on the longer way 
 and to take joy both in the distance traveled  
 and the distance yet ahead. 
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Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820–1915, alt. 
Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816–1868 
Public Domain 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 
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 because we believe these stories are so much richer 
 than any story of our culture —  
 they are stories of tremendous surprise, profound wonder, deep joy, 
 of God’s truth and grace, God’s love, 
 and the redeeming of all creation. 
 

 We pray that you remember, reread, rethink, and choose God’s story — 
 choose to live into God’s story of love, grace, and forgiveness. 
 We have no more important gift to offer you. 
 This is God’s story, it is our stories, and it is your story. 
 May we you always see yourself as an integral part of God’s story. 
 Amen. 
 
Benediction 
 May you have wisdom in heart and mind; 
 success in every challenge you find; 
 courage to seek life’s purpose for you; 
 belief in yourself to make it come true; 
 strength to do your best and endure; 
 and the guiding light of faith to ensure 
 that wherever you go, whatever you do, 
 God’s love will always see you through.  Amen. 
 
Sending Song Jesus Loves Me! #595 
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 Bless this liminal time and space 
 and those who stand in thresholds 
 looking back and looking ahead. 
 

 May it be with a sense of both gratitude and anticipation. 
 May it be with an awareness 
 of how we grow our life long with our whole person — 
 our minds, bodies, spirits, and emotions. 
 

 And may it be with a profound sense of what it means to place our way 
 (where we’ve been and where we’re going) 
 within the way of Jesus. 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 The Easter joy of our living Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
 the expansive love of God the Father, 
 and the unique peace of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
Kyrie  ELW setting 8 
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Hymn of Praise Father, I Adore You W&P #37 

Text and music © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. Capitol Christian Music Group 
Used by permission.  CCLI License #11068244 
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 Whatever I do, I will always be your child 
  and I thank God for blessing my life with you. 
 

Pastor addresses parents & graduates. 

 Parents, we honor you for your faithfulness to your children 
  and for keeping the promises you made at their baptisms. 
 May the blessing of God’s Spirit continue to nurture your families. 
 

 Graduates, wherever you wander, no matter how dark the night, 
  may the warmth of this quilt, the love of your parents, 
  the fellowship of this church, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
  the love of God, and the strengthening of the Holy Spirit 
  be with you now and forever.  Go with God’s blessing.  Amen. 
 
A Litany for Graduates 
 You have grown up here on the stories of God. 
 We have told them to you, sung them to you, 
 and even acted them out for you hoping to teach them to you. 
 

 In turn, and with gratitude, we listened 
 as you retold God’s stories, sang them, 
 and even act them out for us — teaching us in the process. 
 

 We have tried to live them, as best we could, but sometimes we failed. 
 We confess that it is far better to have tried 
 to live these stories and fallen short of their fullness, 
 than to have given up on the possibilities within them 
 and never tried to live them at all. 
 

 We have prayed for you more than you know —  
 both in frequency and in urgency. 
 Amidst our prayers, we give thanks for you continually. 
 

 Today, we celebrate your achievement with pride in what you’ve done, 
 but more pride in who we see you becoming. 
 

 We pray that God’s stories will sustain you, encourage you, 
 inspire you, transform you, accompany you wherever you go, 
 and in whatever you do — 

http://re-worship.blogspot.ca/2013/05/a-litany-for-graduates.html
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Quilt Presentation Parents place the quilt on their graduate’s shoulders. 

 Dear graduates in Christ, 
  there was a day when your parents held you in their arms 
  and rocked you to sleep.  They cuddled you in a blanket 
  to keep you warm, safe and comforted. 
 Very soon you will be launching a new life, 
  away from the safety and security 
  of this home, family, church and community. 
 

 As you go out into the world, 
  may this quilt be a reminder of your parents’ love 
  and the nurture of this faith community. 
 Wherever you go, when the night is cold and you feel alone, 
  may it help you remember you are never alone. 
 

Parents: We come to this day before God 
  to bless you and to thank God for the gift you have been to us. 
 Through you, we have come to understand 
  the nature of God’s love, joy and forgiveness. 
 Today, we thank God for the gift you have been 
  and will continue to be in our lives. 
 Wherever you go, you will always be a part of us. 
 Wherever you go, our love goes with you. 
 Whatever you do, you will always be held in our hearts. 
 We bless you in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 May this quilt remind you of our love, 
  the warmth of this faith community, 
  and the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 And on those nights when we cannot wrap you in our arms, 
  may you wrap yourself in this quilt 
  and know that in God’s family you are never alone. 
 

Graduates rise and face their parents. 

Graduates: Mom and Dad, I thank you for the gift of your love. 
 You have cared for me and loved me even when it was difficult. 
 I honor you for your courage, your patience,  
  your wisdom, and your undying love. 
 Wherever I go, your love and example will continue to bless me. 
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Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Almighty and ever-living God, 
 increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and love; 
 that we may obtain what you promise,  
 make us love what you command,  
 and not worry about what the future holds 
 because our future is in Your capable hands. 
 In the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Graduate Blessing 
 Life presents us with various significant milestones 
 that set the stage for the next phase in our earthly journey. 
 Graduation from high school is one of these milestones.  
 Today we wish to honor you as you move through this special time 
 of accomplishment, transition, and change, 
 and to show you that we, your community of faith, 
 stand with you, in the name of Jesus, to love and support you always. 
 
Senior Montage & Quotes 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Reading Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, 15 
God created us and all things; and for everything there is a season. 
 

A reading from Ecclesiastes. 
 1For everything there is a season, 
  and a time for every matter under heaven: 
 2a time to be born, and a time to die; 
  a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
 3a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
  a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
 4a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
  a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
 5a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
  a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
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 6a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
  a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
 7a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
  a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
 8a time to love, and a time to hate; 
  a time for war, and a time for peace. 
 15That which is, already has been; that which is to be, already is; 
 and God seeks out what has gone by.  
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 71:1,3,5,8 
Let us read Psalm 71 responsively. 
 

 1In you, O LORD, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame. 
  3Be to me a rock of refuge, a strong fortress, to save me, 
  for you are my rock and my fortress. 
 

 5For you, O LORD, are my hope, my trust, O LORD, from my youth.  
  8My mouth is filled with your praise, 
  and with your glory all day long. 
 
Second Reading Philippians 4:4-9 
Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he 
urges his friends in Philippi to trust God with all their worries and concerns with the 
hope that they will experience God’s joy and peace. 
 

A reading from Philippians. 
 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 
 6Do not worry about anything, 
  but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
  let your requests be made known to God. 
 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
  will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
  whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, 
  whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence 
  and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
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 Do you intend to routinely lift your children up in prayer? 
Parents:  I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

 Congregation, do you promise 
 to continue to support and encourage these parents 
 in the keeping of these sacred promises? 
 We will with God’s help. 
 

 Graduates, do you intend to continue 
 in the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism: 
  to live among God’s faithful people, 
  to hear the word of God and share in his supper, 
  to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
  to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, 
  and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
Graduates:  I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

Graduates kneel. 
 

Prayers 
 Let us pray for our graduates.  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 God of creation, we ask your blessing on these young people 
  as they enter a new period in their lives of faith. 
 Bless them and grant them your gifts of joy 
  as they live among your faithful people. 
 Give them openness in hearing your Word 
  and thankfulness in sharing your supper. 
 

 Grant them eagerness in sharing the good news of Christ 
  through their words and action; 
  dedication in serving all people 
  following the example of our Lord Jesus, 
  and a hunger for justice and peace. 
 

 Grant these young people the presence of your Holy Spirit, 
  that they may grow in faith and holy wisdom 
  throughout the years that lie ahead. 
 We ask this in the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Table Blessing 
 May the body and blood of our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
 strengthen you and preserve you unto eternal life.  Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Shepherding God, 
 you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. 
 Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness 
 and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 
 Amen. 
 
Graduate Blessing 
 We commend our graduates to you, O God. 
 By your unceasing Spirit,  
 may their baptismal light so shine before others 
 that others may see their good works 
 and glorify you in heaven and on earth. 
 Protect them, forgive them, fill them with your peace, 
 and surround them with your unending love and grace. 
 
Senior Montage & Quotes 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 
Presentation of Graduate Quilts 
 Parents, in Christian love 
 you presented your children for Holy Baptism. 
 In their Baptisms, sacred promises were made. 
 As parents of these young women and men, 
 it was part of your calling  
 to see that those sacred promises were kept. 
 

 At this milestone in their lives, we ask you to continue 
 the ongoing support of these young people in their faith journeys. 
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 9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received 
  and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.  
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Verse Halle, Halle, Hallelujah #172 

Music:  Caribbean traditional; arr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954 
Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress  
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711706 

Holy Gospel Matthew 5:13-16 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth 
and the light of the world, doing good works and keeping God’s commandments.  
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th Chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Risen Lord! 
 

 [Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, 
 how can its saltiness be restored?  It is no longer good for anything, but 
 is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
 14“You are the light of the world.  A city built on a hill cannot be hid.   
 15No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 
 lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.  16In the same way, let 
 your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
 give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Risen Christ. 
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Children’s Time 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day Here I Am, Lord #574 
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Distribution Hymn I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy (TFF #257) 

Text & Music: Daniel Iverson, 1890-1977 
© 1935 Birdwing Music, admin. EMI Christian Music Publishing 
Used by permission.  CCLI License #11068244 

Text & Music: George W. Cooke 
Public Domain 
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Distribution Hymn Spirit of the Living God (TFF #101) 

Text: African American spiritual 
Music: African American spiritual; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer, b. 1935 
Public Domain 
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Graduate Blessing 
 At this special time in your life we are eager to show you  
 how delighted we are that you have reached this milestone.  
 As beloved members of this faith community, we rejoice with you 
 and we want you to know of our pride and excitement 
 as you move from this accomplishment into the next phase of your life.  
 We also want you to know that wherever you go and whatever you do,  
 you are going forward with our love and prayers  
 for God’s continued guidance, power, protection, and strength. 
 
Senior Montage & Quotes 
 
Nicene Creed 
 Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith… 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
   and became truly human. 
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;  
   he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946 
Text and music © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 
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 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. 
 Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 P Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us 
  pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 

 A You sanctify us in your truth; your word is truth. 
  Send your church out into the world to spread your love and joy. 
  Embolden all bishops, pastors, vicars, and deacons 
  to be faithful ministers of your word and sacraments. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Your creation groans under the strain of pollution. 
  Preserve melting glaciers and dwindling forests. 
  Bolster those who work for climate justice 
  and help us all to be good and faithful stewards of your creation. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 A Your people seek wisdom, understanding, and peace. 
  Guide all those who govern and inspire them 
  to work on behalf of the most vulnerable in our midst. 
  Keep safe first responders, those serving in the military, 
  and those whose duty it is to protect others. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Your children need your loving care. Protect them from all harm. 
  Comfort those in any affliction, especially… 
  Support those who grieve and bring solace to those near death. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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Agnus Dei Lamb of God ELW setting 10 

Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 

 
Distribution Hymn This Little Light of Mine #677 
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 After supper, Jesus took the cup. 
 Again  he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

 Great is the mystery of faith. 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

 Transforming God, in Christ and in this holy meal 
  you show us the shape of love. 
 In broken bread show us the cost of your love 
  and inspire us to love like you. 
 In poured wine show us the constancy of your love 
  and form us to love as truly as you love us. 
 Remake your earth that it may breathe your life. 
 Remake its people that they may resound with your glory. 
 Remake your church that it may look like your Son. 
 Wipe every tear from every eye; make death no more; 
  and take away mourning and crying and pain, 
   that all may find justice in your mercy and freedom in your service, 
    until the beginning and the ending of all things are one in you, 
     and you are all in all, one God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
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 A Your Spirit lives within us here. 
  Inspire the work of this congregation and unite us as one. 
  Bless all the mothers in our midst, 
  console those for whom this day is difficult, 
  and gather us all under the care of your loving wings. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence... 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 A Your saints dwell with you in light. 
  Keep us ever thankful for those who have gone before us in faith. 
  Inspire us by their witness. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Into your hands, most merciful God, 
  we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love; 
  through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.  Amen. 
 
Peace 
 The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response Awesome God (W&P #13) 

 

 

Text & Music: Rich Mullins, 1988 alt. 
Text and Music © 1988 Universal Music – Brentwood Benson Publishing 
Used by permission with CCLI License #11068244 
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Graduate Blessing 
 O Lord Jesus Christ, when you welcomed the children 
 your invitation included each one of us.  Your guiding hand 
 has continually been upon these young men and women. 
 You have sustained them. 
 You have shared in their laughter and wiped away their tears. 
 In times of confusion you have offered direction. 
 In times of sorrow you have offered hope. 
 In times of doubt your Holy Spirit has lifted them up. 
 Grant, O Savior, to each of these graduates the knowledge 
 of your continued presence as they go forth into the future. 
 Bless them and keep them.  Guide their steps. 
 Hold them in the hollow of your hand. 
 
Senior Montage & Quotes 
 

☩ MEAL ☩  
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
 Creating God, 
  you made the earth as a place of encounter. 
 Here you made a covenant with your chosen people. 
 When your children went astray 
  you came among us in the form of your Son, 
   showed your glory, and in his passion suffered for our sin. 
 In him you brought every aspect of creation to its purpose. 

15 

 Your Son’s resurrection empowered his disciples, 
  and your Spirit’s fire enlivens your church. 
 You promise us that when our story with you is completed, 
  you will inaugurate a new heaven and a new earth 
   where we shall enjoy life with you forever. 
 So with angels and archangels, and all the company of heaven, 
   anticipating your eternal praise, we bless you in everlasting song. 
 
Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy ELW setting 10 

Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 Redeeming God, 
  you have prepared a banquet for us to share with you in your kingdom. 
 Send now your Holy Spirit, that we may taste that banquet today, 
  that your Son may be present among us, 
   and that this bread broken and wine outpoured 
    may be for us his body and blood;  
  who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, 
   broke the bread, and gave it to them saying, 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 


