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May 11, 2025 ☩ Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of Jesus. 
It was true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have come out of the great 
ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the baptized: Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house 
of the Lord forever. 

 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21 
and Facebook Live.  We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and 
love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by pre-packaged elements.  If you are uncomfortable coming 
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship.  We 
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship 
service.  If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  
Gluten Free wafers are available on request. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
319 South 5

th
 Street, Albion, Nebraska  68620 

www.zionalbion.org  + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed 
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Confession & Forgiveness 
 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
 Amen. 
 

 The Lord is risen! 
 He is risen indeed! 
 

 Jesus Christ was the first to conquer death, 
 the ruler of all the kings of the earth. 
 He loves us, and by his blood he sets us free from our sins. 
 

 Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, 
 so that we may receive mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 

(Silence is kept for self-reflection and confession.) 

 Most merciful God, 
 we confess to you that we are dead in trespasses and sins. 
 Like wayward sheep, we all have turned away; 
 we have not heeded our Shepherd’s voice. 
 In your great mercy deliver us from the death we deserve, 
 for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
 

 Christ was handed over for our trespasses 
 and was raised for our justification. 
 In him we have forgiveness, life, and resurrection from the dead. 
 

 If the Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from death, dwells in you, then he  
 who raised Christ from death will also give life to your mortal bodies. 
 Thanks be to God!  Amen! 
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☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 

Benediction 
 The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, 
 Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
 light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always.  Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn Have No Fear, Little Flock #764 

Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jilson, b. 1931, sts. 2-4 
© 1973 Concordia Publishing House 
Music: Heinz Werner Zimmerman, b. 1930 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 
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Table Blessing 

 May the body and blood of our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Living One, 
 in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 
 Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, 
 and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world.  Amen. 

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955 © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. 
Music: J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part III, 1813 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711706 
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Opening Hymn Faith of Our Mothers (Tune #812) 

Text: Arthur Bardwell Patten (1864–1952) 
Music: Henri F. Hemy, 1818-1888; James G. Walton, 1821-1905, 
Public Domain  

Call to Worship 
 The great Shepherd of the sheep has sacrificed his life  
 to win back our souls from the clutches of sin.   
 Those in his fold are now led home by him. 
 We are his sheep, the flock he has saved. 
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 When we wander away or are led astray, the Lord shepherds our souls. 
 He takes us beside quiet waters 
 and places our feet on paths of righteousness.  
 

 When we are surrounded by danger, the Lord shepherds our souls. 
 He lifts us out of thorny thickets  
 and leads us to green pastures of tranquility.  
 

 When we feel powerless in the face of enemy advances, 
 the Lord shepherds our souls.   
 He snatches us out of evil claws and guards us with his staff. 
 

 When we feel left behind and unloved, the Lord shepherds our souls.   
 He calls us by name and embraces us with his strong arms. 
 

 When we reach the home of our Shepherd and King, 
 he will open the gate to his heavenly dwelling and let his flock in. 
 

 When the Lamb welcomes back the ones he has saved, 
 he will stand in the center surrounded by praise. 
 

 Worship forever the Lamb lifted high. 
 To him be the glory.  Great things he has done.  
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 The Easter joy of our living Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
 the expansive love of God the Father, 
 and the unique peace of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
Kyrie Here I Am, Lord Bell Choir 
 
Hymn of Praise Glory Be to God ELW, setting 10 
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Text: Richard Mant, 1776-1848, alt.;  
Music: William H. Walter, 1825-1893 
Public Domain 

Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 

 
Distribution Hymn For All Your Saints, O Lord #427 
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 After supper, Jesus took the cup. 
 Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

 Great is the mystery of faith. 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

 Saving God, your rod and staff 
  comfort all who look to you in faith. 
 Search out your sheep that are lost and bring them home. 
 When you find them in the valley of fear, gather them in your arms. 
 When they face evil in the presence of enemies, 
  follow them with your goodness and mercy all the days of their life. 
 On that day when the shadow of death covers them, 
  bring them to dwell in your house forever. 
 Shepherd us with all your saints of every age 
  into your glorious presence, 
   where we shall behold the Lamb in seated glory, 
    most Holy Trinity, now and always.  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

 Let us pray together as Jesus taught us. 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei Lamb of God ELW setting 4 
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Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray… (A brief silence is kept.) 
 O God of peace, 
 you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the great shepherd of the sheep.   
 By the blood of your eternal covenant, 
 make us complete in everything good 
 that we may do your will, 
 and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Mother’s Day Litany 
 Mothers come in many different forms, 
 and today we remember them all. 
 Thank God for all mothers. 
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 For those women who have left earth too soon 
 and in whom we miss dearly. 
 Thank God for these mothers. 
 

 For every woman who is raising children now 
 making sacrifices for her children’s becoming. 
 Thank God for these mothers. 
 

 For those women who have taken in others’ children 
 through adoption and foster care, 
 showing us that the love of God far extends beyond biological ties. 
 Thank God for these mothers. 
 

 For those women with grieving hearts 
 for children that could have been, 
 with futures so different from what they planned. 
 Thank God for these mothers. 
 

 For the special neighbors, teachers, and friends who’ve nurtured us, 
 supported us and helped us to become the people we are today. 
 Thank God for these mothers. 
 

 For mothers in which our relationships are 
 complicated, difficult or strained,  
 but who have forced us to choose healthier paths for our lives. 
 Thank God for these mothers. 
 

 Mothering God, help us all to reflect more of your compassion, 
 kindness and strength to those around us today. 
 We need more of you, here, God! 
 Thank God for mothers.  Amen. 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Reading  Acts 9:36-43 
Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa.  Her kindness 
and her work with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town.  When she fell ill 
and died, Peter raised her back to life through the power of prayer. 
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    and give to each of us a place in the sheepfold of your kingdom, 
     where angels and archangels, and all the company of heaven, 
      sing your unending praise. 
 
Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy ELW setting 4 

Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 Sustaining God, as you lead your sheep to green pastures 
  and guide them beside still waters, so you have led us to this table 
   where in bread and wine you restore our soul. 
 Send down your Holy Spirit and restore your church 
  through the abundance of this sacred meal. 
 As we remember the story of your Son’s life laid down for us, 
  sanctify this bread and cup and make them be for us 
   the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ; 
 who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, 
  broke the bread, and gave it to them saying: 

Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
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☩ MEAL ☩  
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
 Shepherding God, we praise and thank you 
  because you gathered your flock around Abraham, 
   and through Moses and Joshua 
    you brought your sheep to a place of safety. 
 In Jesus you came to us as a Passover Lamb 
  to take away the sins of the world. 
 As our everlasting Good Shepherd you promise 
  that those who hear your voice shall never be in want, 
   for you know your sheep by name, and you call us your own 
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A reading from Acts. 
 36Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in 
 Greek is Dorcas.  She was devoted to good works and acts of charity.  
 37At that time she became ill and died.  When they had washed her, they 
 laid her in a room upstairs.  38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, 
 who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, 
 “Please come to us without delay.”  39So Peter got up and went with 
 them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs.  All the 
 widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other 
 clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them.  40Peter put all 
 of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed.  He turned to the 
 body and said, “Tabitha, get up.”  Then she opened her eyes, and seeing 
 Peter, she sat up.  41He gave her his hand and helped her up.  Then 
 calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive.  42This became 
 known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.  43Meanwhile 
 he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 23 
Let us read Psalm 23 together. 
 1The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
 2He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
  he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
 3He restoreth my soul: 
  he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
 4Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
  I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
  thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
 5Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 
  thou anointest my head with oil; 
  my cup runneth over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
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Second Reading  Revelation 7:9-17 
Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life.  Christ is 
also the lamb who vanquishes sin and suffering. 
 

A reading from Revelation. 
 9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 
 count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
 standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with 
 palm branches in their hands.  10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,  
   “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, 
   and to the Lamb!” 
 11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and 
 the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne 
 and worshiped God, 12singing, 
   “Amen!  Blessing and glory and wisdom 
   and thanksgiving and honor 
   and power and might 
   be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
  13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, 
 robed in white, and where have they come from?”  14I said to him, “Sir, 
 you are the one that knows.”  Then he said to me, “These are they who 
 have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and 
 made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
  15For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
    and worship him day and night within his temple, 
   and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
  16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
    the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 
  17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
  and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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  and encourage all who strive for healing in our communities. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P You wipe the tears from every eye.  Tend to all who struggle 
  with anxiety or depression, loneliness, or despair. 
  Enfold all who are in any need in your shepherding care, especially… 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A This Mother’s Day, bless mothers, grandmothers, 
  and all who offer mothering care.  Come close to those 
  whose relationships with their families are difficult, and console all 
  who grieve the loss of mother figures or the loss of children. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A You are the source of everlasting life. 
  In deep gratitude for all your saints, 
  we rejoice in the joy and hope of the resurrection 
  made known to us in Jesus, your beloved child. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, 
  trusting that you are always with us; 
  in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  Amen. 
 
Peace 
 The Peace of our Risen Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful #184 
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   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 P God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer 
  for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

 A You guide your people to the waters of life. 
  Make your church a nourishing place  
  for all who are thirsty for hope and healing. 
  Renew us in the waters of baptism,  
  and send us forth as signs of your love. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 P You tend to the earth, sustaining life in all places. 
  Revive fragile ecosystems and restore species in danger of extinction. 
  Teach us new ways of living in balance and harmony 
  with our non-human neighbors. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

 A: You lead all peoples along right pathways. 
  Grant wisdom and compassion to judges, lawyers, mediators, 
  and legal advocates.  Dismantle systems of mass incarceration, 
  empower processes of restorative justice, 
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Alleluia Verse (Tune: #855) 

Music: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893; Public Domain 

          His  sheep    the  Shep-herd  knows      as         he     by  them  is    known 

          His    cup      of    kind-ness    o  - ver-flows for  those he  calls  his   own. 

           With   Al    -  le  - lu -  ias  now  be   praised the Lord for- ev - er - more! 

         Christ   from the  dead   is   raised!  The   reign   of     death   is     o’er! 

Holy Gospel John 10:22-30 
Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the 
Father are one. Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, 
and will never be snatched from his hand. 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10th Chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 22At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem.  It 
 was winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of 
 Solomon.  24So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How 
 long will you keep us in suspense?  If you are the Messiah, tell us 
 plainly.”  25Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe.  
 The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26but you do not 
 believe, because you do not belong to my sheep.  27My sheep hear my 
 voice. I know them, and they follow me.  28I give them eternal life, and 
 they will never perish.  No one will snatch them out of my hand.  29What 
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 my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it 
 out of the Father’s hand.  30The Father and I are one.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Gospel Response (Tune: #855) 

Music: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893; Public Domain 

            His    sheep the Shep-herd knows   as        he     by     them   is   known 

             His    cup    of   kind-ness   o  - ver   -flows for those he  calls  his   own. 

         Christ from   the  dead    is    raised!    The     reign  of  death  is      o’er! 

         With   Al    -  le  -    lu -  ias  now  be praised the Lord for- ev - er - more! 

Children’s Time 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us #789 
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Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847 
Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868 
Pubic Domain 

Nicene Creed 
 Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith… 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
   and became truly human. 


