
  

March 17, 2024 ☩ The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

Welcome to Week Five in The Parables of Lent series of services, which is based on the 
parable of the Prodigal Son In this parable, a wayward son returns to the forgiving 
embrace of his father, who welcomes him home. The service includes readings from 
Scripture, a children’s sermon, a sermon and thematic hymns that help us to remember 
that we who have strayed can return again and again to the embrace of our Father, 
through the sacrifice of his Son. 
 

 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21 
and Facebook Live.  We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and 
love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by pre-packaged elements.  If you are uncomfortable coming 
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship.  We 
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship 
service.  If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  
Gluten Free wafers are available on request. 
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Confession & Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 In this holy season the Son of God humbles himself 
 so that we receive mercy. 
 Humble me once again, O God, 
 that my life would be pleasing and acceptable to you. 
 

 In this holy season the Son of God 
 rushes out to greet us in the midst of our sin,  
 like a father welcoming a lost child.  
 Remind me, O God, of the power of your forgiveness 
 that covers over all my sins and gives me a new beginning. 
 

 In this holy season the Son of God enters into his Passion and death 
 so that we are exalted. 
 Grant me your grace, O God, 
 that my faith in Jesus would be pleasing and acceptable to you. 
 

 Too often in our selfishness we squander the gifts God gives to us. 
 Let us confess the sins of our hearts and lives to our Lord 
 who hears and forgives: 

(Silence is kept for self-reflection and confession.) 

 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that our very nature is sinful. 
 We do not love you with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. 
 We do not love our neighbors as ourselves. 
 When we use and abuse the good gifts you give to us, 
 we display our evil and conceit. 
 We don’t even deserve to be called your servants, 
 let alone your children. 
 By our selfishness we have sinned against you 
 and against others in thought, word and deed. 
 Forgive us, most holy God. 
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 The Lord Jesus took on the punishment of all of us prodigals.  
 His sacrifice means that our Heavenly Father comes to greet us 
 with grace that is unearned and undeserved. 
 He celebrates our new life with his forgiving love. 
 Because Jesus took on the punishment for our prodigal ways, 
 all of your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father, 
 and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Gathering Song Our Father, We Have Wandered #606 

Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006 
© 1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. 
Music: Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750 
Public Domain 
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Apostolic Greeting 
 The grace and mercy of God, who in Christ bears our burdens 
 and saves us from sin, be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
Kyrie  ELW setting 4 
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Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray... 
 Heavenly Father, 
 when you come to greet us 
 in the midst of our sinful selfishness and take us back,  
 we fall to our knees in worship because of your great mercy. 
 Move us apart ever and always from our prodigal ways, 
 so that we are so overwhelmed by your love 
 we cannot help but deliver it to others.  Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Reading Psalm 51:1-12 
A reading from Psalms. 
 1Have mercy on me, O God,  
  according to your steadfast love; 
  according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
 2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you, you alone, have I sinned,  
  and done what is evil in your sight, 
  so that you are justified in your sentence 
  and blameless when you pass judgment. 
 5Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me. 
 6You desire truth in the inward being; 
  therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
 7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
 9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and put a new and right spirit within me. 
 11Do not cast me away from your presence, 
  and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
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 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation,  
  and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading Ephesians 5:15-21 
A reading from Ephesians. 
 15Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 
 16making the most of the time, because the days are evil. 17So do not be 
 foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.  18Do not get drunk 
 with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 19as you 
 sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing 
 and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, 20giving thanks to God 
 the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus 
 Christ.  21Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Lenten Verse ELW setting 4 

Holy Gospel Luke 15:11-32 
 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 15th Chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 11Then Jesus said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger 

 of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that 

 will belong to me.' So he divided his property between them. 13A few 

 days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant 

 country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 

 14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout 
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 that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself 

 out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to 

 feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that 

 the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he 

 came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired hands have 

 bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up 

 and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against 

 heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 

 treat me like one of your hired hands." ' 20So he set off and went to his 

 father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled 

 with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 

 21Then the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

 before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22But the 

 father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe — the best one — 

 and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And 

 get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of 

 mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!' And they 

 began to celebrate. 

  25Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and 

 approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of 

 the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied, 'Your brother has 

 come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him 

 back safe and sound.' 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His 

 father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his 

 father, 'Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for 

 you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never 

 given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 

 30But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your 

 property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!' 31Then the 

 father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is 

 yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 

 yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.'" 

 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Children’s Time 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day Christ’s Kingdom is Made Known (Tune: #599) 

   1         We       list - en     as     the   Word      like    scat-tered   seed     is     sown, 
   2         The      heir who love would shun,       re  - turns   to     hear    the    sound 
   3          In        ev’ - ry   time    of     need,       be  -  fore  the    judg - ment  throne, 

         For         as   each  par  -  a   -  ble     is  heard Christ’s king-dom is made known. 
         Of       wel-come: “This my   prec-ious   son  was   lost    but   now   is   found!” 
        Your     work,  O  Lamb  of    God,   I’ll plead, your  mer -  its,  not    my   own. 

Text: By Dean Nadasdy and Tom Eggebrecht. 
©2015 Creative Communications for the Parish, used by permission. 
Music: W. Daman, The Psalmes of Dauid, 1579, alt.; Public Domain 

Apostle’s Creed 
 Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith… 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
 P Led by Christ in our journey of repentance 
  and moved by his compassion, let us pray for the church, 
  those in need, and all of God's creation. 

A brief silence. 

 A Heavenly Father, who gives us all that we have. 
  Forgive us for squandering your gifts to us with unholy living and 
  reckless disregard for the blessings that have been showered upon us.  
  Turn our lives back to you and let us value and respect 
  all that you have put in our possession. 
  O forgiving Father, surround us with your embrace. 
 

 P Heavenly Father, who has placed us into families, 
  help us to grow closer to one another in love, honoring our parents 
  and giving second chances to those who have wandered from the fold.  
  Grace us with hearts that are ready to show unconditional care 
  to all our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
  O forgiving Father, surround us with your embrace. 
 

 A Heavenly Father, who sent your Son to save us, 
  open our eyes to the sacrifice that your Son endured 
  that we might become part of your family. 
  Fill us with gratitude for his commitment to you, 
  and draw us ever closer to you through his death on the cross.  
  O forgiving Father, surround us with your embrace. 
 

 P Heavenly Father, who never gives up on his children, 
  be with those we know who have deserted the faith 
  and followed their own path.  Bring them back to you. 
  Be with those who are suffering illness or loss 
  and are feeling like they are living in a distant land, especially. . . 
  Hold them close to you and remind them of your constant presence. 
  Let our hands and feet serve all those in need 
  that we know at this time. 
  O forgiving Father, surround us with your embrace. 
 

 A Heavenly Father, who is always blessing us 
  even when we are not aware of it, keep us strong in our faith, 
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  even when we are hungering and thirsting 
  for meaning and direction in our lives 
  and we are feeling like life is not what we hoped it would be. 
  Let us never forget you 
  and let us never let the circumstances of life distance us from you. 
  Each day remind us that in every place, we find our rest in you.  
  O forgiving Father, surround us with your embrace. 
 

 P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 
Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response Softly and Tenderly #608 
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Proper Preface 
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
  that we should at all times and in all places 
   give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
    through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
  and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
   that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
    we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
  with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

☩ MEAL ☩ 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

Text & Music: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 
Public Domain 
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Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy ELW setting 4 

Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
 Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
  Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
 

 Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
  Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
   to the land of milk and honey. 
 Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
  Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
 

 Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 



13 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 With this bread and cup 
  we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
   as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

 O God of resurrection and new life: 
  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
   and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
 Bless this feast. 
  Grace our table with your presence. 
 Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

 Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
  Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
 Breathe new life into us. 
  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
 Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

 With your holy ones of all times and places, 
  with the earth and all its creatures, 
   with sun and moon and stars, 
    we praise you, O God, 
     blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
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  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei Lamb of God ELW setting 4 

Distribution with silence for meditation 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 

 
Table Blessing 
 The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  
 strengthen you and preserve you unto eternal life.  Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Merciful God, 
 accompany our journey through these forty days. 
 Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may 
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 provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, 
 fast from self-indulgence, and above all 
 that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, 
 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 You have received forgiveness from your God and Father. 
 Receive now his blessing: 
 The God and Father who runs to wrap his love around you 
 bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face smile upon you, and give you peace. 
 You are part of the family of God forever, 
 through our Brother and Savior, Jesus.  Amen. 
 
Sending Song What a Friend We Have in Jesus #742 

Hymn continues on the next page 
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Liturgy reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by  
permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 15447-LIT. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission.  Other liturgy reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for the Parish.  All rights reserved. 

Dismissal 
 Having received God's forgiveness, 
 go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Amen.  Thanks be to God. 

Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886 
Music: Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918 
Public Domain 


