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Treasure in the Field Maze 
Can you find the way to the hidden treasure?  

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. 
When a man found it, he hid it again, 

and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 
(Matthew 13:44) 

  

July 26, 2026 ☩ Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of 
faith.  In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: 
a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured 
pearl, a net that gains a great catch.  Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the 
great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!

 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Facebook Live.  We hope 
that you encounter a word of God’s grace and love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by pre-packaged elements.  If you are uncomfortable coming 
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship.  We 
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship 
service.  If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  
Gluten Free wafers are available on request. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
319 South 5

th
 Street, Albion, Nebraska  68620 

www.zionalbion.org  + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 God of all mercy and consolation, 
 come to the help of your people,  
 turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 
 Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
 that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, 
 and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

 Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
(Silence for meditation and self-examination.) 

 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
 We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
 For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
 so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 In the mercy of almighty God, 
 Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
 and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
 As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
 and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 
 the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
 and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
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All music & liturgies are from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191.   Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version  
Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by  
permission.  Confession & opening litany reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for the Parish, CWR program. 
Family of God liturgy Text & Music: Peter S. Klemp, b. 1967  © 2003 Used with permission. 
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Sending Hymn Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God WOV #783 

Text: st. 1, Matthew 6:33, adapt. Karen Lafferty, b. 1948; st. 2 Matthew 7:7, st. 3, Matthew 4:4 
Music: Karen Lafferty, b. 1948 
Used by permission with CCLI License #11068244 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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Opening Hymn Gather Us In #532 

Text & Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950  
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 
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Opening Litany 
 People of God, you are citizens of an everlasting kingdom. 
 And because you believe, the Lord will look out for you. 
 If God be for us, who can be against us? 
 

 When we feel small in comparison to the throngs of people 
 living, working and thriving all around us,  
 God helps us to grow and become strong. 
 If God be for us, who can be against us? 
 

 When we feel lost because of sin and confess what we have done, 
 God takes us back and erases the past.  
 If God be for us, who can be against us? 
 

 When the world makes us feel worthless,  
 God shows us how valuable we are in his eyes.  
 If God be for us, who can be against us? 
 

 Jesus said, “Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it, 
 so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.” 
 In our prayer life, God is on our side. 
 

 St. Paul writes, “God is faithful. 
 He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. 
 But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out 
 so that you can stand under it.”  
 In the midst of temptation, God is on our side. 
 

 Now with the power of God — 
 the same power that raised Christ from the dead — on our side, 
 we can pray without ceasing, conquer evil without fear, 
 and love forevermore in the kingdom of his grace. 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
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Table Blessing 
 May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  
 strengthen you and preserve you unto eternal life.  Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Compassionate God, 
 through the gifts of bread and wine 
 our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
 Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
 may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
 We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
 through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 God all mighty, God most merciful, 
 bless us, keep us, and grant us peace. 
 In the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Text: Johann Franck, 1618-1677; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 
Music: Johann Crüger, 1598-1662; arr. hymnal version 
Public Domain 
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Distribution Hymn Jesus, Priceless Treasure #775 

Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549-1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 
Music: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, 1556-1622 
Public Domain 
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Hymn of Praise Father, I Adore You W&P #37 

Text and music © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. Capitol Christian Music Group 
Used by permission.  CCLI License #11068244 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Beloved and sovereign God, 
 through the death and resurrection of your Son 
 you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. 
 By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, 
 that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Reading I Kings 3:5-12 
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him 
what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well. 
 

A reading from First Kings. 
 5At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and 
 God said, “Ask what I should give you.”  6And Solomon said, “You 
 have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, 
 because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 
 uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great 
 and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today.  
 7And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place 
 of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how 
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 to go out or come in.  8And your servant is in the midst of the people 
 whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be 
 numbered or counted.  9Give your servant therefore an understanding 
 mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for 
 who can govern this your great people?” 
  10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.  11God said to him, 
 “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life 
 or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
 understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to your 
 word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has 
 been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.” 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 119:129-136 
Let us read Psalm 119 responsively. 
 129Your decrees are wonderful; therefore I obey them with all my heart. 
  130When your word is opened it gives light; 
  it gives understanding to the simple. 
 

 131I open my mouth and pant because I long for your commandments. 
  132Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
  as you always do to those who love your name. 
 

 133Order my footsteps in your word;  
 let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
  134Rescue me from those who oppress me, 
  and I will keep your commandments. 
 

 135Let your face shine upon your servant and teach me your statutes. 
  136My eyes shed streams of tears, 
  because people do not keep your teaching. 
 
Second Reading Romans 8:26-39 
These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the 
activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. 
Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love. 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 26Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how 
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 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei Lamb of God Family of God 

Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 

 
Distribution Hymn In Thee is Gladness #867 
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“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 After supper Jesus took the cup. 
 Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples saying, 

“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Great is the mystery of faith. 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

 Everlasting God, you have promised 
  that nothing can separate us from your love. 
 Be with your children who know hardship, distress, or persecution; 
  visit your beloved who experience famine, nakedness, peril, or sword; 
   abide with us in death, as in life; 
    give us nothing to fear from angels or rulers, 
     from things present, or things to come, 
      or in the face of powers, or height, or depth, 
       or anything else in all creation. 
 Knowing that you did not withhold your own Son, 
  but gave him up for all of us, 
   inscribe in us faith that you will with him 
    bestow upon us everything else as well. 
 We pray in union with Christ in the power of your Holy Spirit, 
  who helps us in our weakness, 
   and intercedes with sighs too deep for words, 
    Father of all, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
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 to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep 
 for words.  27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind 
 of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the 
 will of God. 
  28We know that all things work together for good for those who love 
 God, who are called according to his purpose.  29For those whom he 
 foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
 in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family.  30And those 
 whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also 
 justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
  31What then are we to say about these things?  If God is for us, who 
 is against us?  32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up 
 for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else?  33Who 
 will bring any charge against God’s elect?  It is God who justifies.  
 34Who is to condemn?  It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, 
 who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  35Who 
 will separate us from the love of Christ?  Will hardship, or distress, or 
 persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36As it is 
 written,  
   “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
   we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
 loved us.  38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
 nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor 
 height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
 separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia Verse  Family of God 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the 
kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the 
implications of this announcement for people’s lives. 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th Chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of 
 heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his 
 field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the 
 greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come 
 and make nests in its branches.” 
  33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 
 that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of 
 it was leavened.” 
  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which 
 someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has 
 and buys that field. 
  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
 pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he 
 had and bought it. 
  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into 
 the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it 
 ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad.  
 49So it will be at the end of the age.  The angels will come out and 
 separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of 
 fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
  51“Have you understood all this?”  They answered, “Yes.”  52And he  
 said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the  
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 And so we gladly thank you, 
  with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, 
   singing the hymn of your unending praise. 
 
Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy Family of God 

Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 You, Lord God, are like a merchant who sacrifices everything 
  because you above all want us, your pearl, 
   buried in the world’s field. 
 And in that field also you grow grain and grape 
  to feed us from your heart now and forever. 
 Come among us now through the power of your Spirit, 
  that we may be transformed into your likeness, 
   and that these gifts of bread and wine may become for us 
    the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ; 
 who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks. 
  broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, 
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☩ MEAL ☩  
 

Great Thanksgiving 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
 Sovereign God, you foreknew us, before the universe was created. 
 In Abraham and Moses you called us to be your people. 
 You predestined us through the power of your Holy Spirit 
  to be conformed to the image of your crucified and risen Son. 
 In Jesus you justified us by your grace, 
  and on the last day you will glorify us to live with you forever. 
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 kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of 
 his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Children’s Time 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day Be Thou My Vision #793 

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931 
Music:  Irish Traditional 
Public Domain 
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Apostles’ Creed 
Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith… 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 P Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, 
  let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

 A God our wisdom and our song, 
  we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, 
  those preparing for seminary,  
  those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, 
  and all who seek to lead your disciples in any way. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P God our breath and our heartbeat, 
  help us to recognize signs of your presence among us. 
  Protect and support diverse ecosystems, 
  from national parks to family farms, from ranches to wild places. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 A God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders 
  hear all their peoples’ stories with compassion and curiosity, 
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  and remind us of your love from which we can never be separated. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P God our intercessor and our lawgiver,  
  dismantle the barriers to care and recognition  of all who 
  live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and uncertainty. 
  We pray especially for . . . 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 A God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else 
  that distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 A God who seeks, finds, and saves, 
  for our community’s part in the ongoing gift of creation, 
  and for the riches of faith and hope which came before, 
  we give you thanks.  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, 
  we cast all our cares upon you, 
  through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.  Amen. 
 

Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response  Family of God 

Offering Response continues on the next page. 


