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July 14, 2024 ☩ 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

When Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel for its mistreatment of the poor, he 
becomes a threat to the power of the priests and the king. John the Baptist also speaks 
truth to power, and Herod has him killed. In Herod’s fear that Jesus is John returned 
from the dead, we may hear hope for the oppressed: all the prophets killed through the 
ages are alive in Jesus. We are called to witness to justice in company with them, and to 
proclaim God’s saving love. 
 

 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21 
and Facebook Live.  We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and 
love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by pre-packaged elements.  If you are uncomfortable coming 
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship.  We 
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship 
service.  If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  
Gluten Free wafers are available on request. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
319 South 5

th
 Street, Albion, Nebraska  68620 

www.zionalbion.org  + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed 
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Confession & Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 “Turn to me and be saved,” says the Lord. 
 “For I am God and there is no other.” 
 If we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
 will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Today our Lord confronts us with the burden and the privilege 
 of bearing his Word. 

(Silence for confession and self-examination.) 

 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
 Slow to hear and slow to speak, 
 we are imperfect channels of your grace. 
 For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
 Forgive us, renew us and lead us, 
 so that we may speak and do what you ordain, 
 to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us. 
 In him we have redemption through his blood, 
 the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
 according to the riches of his grace lavished upon us. 
 In him you were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.  
 Amen. 
 
Gathering Song Just a Closer Walk with Thee  #697 

The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
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TODAY we celebrate  
the gift of God’s grace as 

Wylder Douglas Heesacker 
is baptized in the name of 

the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

Wylder was born on 
Thursday, May 28, 2020 at 9:42am. 

He weighed 7½lbs., and was 20” long. 
 

Loving Parents:   
Nichola & Tommy Heesacker 

 

Big Brother: 
Nash Heesacker 

 

Godparents: 
Brooke Stuhr 

Ben Stuhr 
 

Grandparents: 
Doug Stuhr & Trina Hellbusch 

Anita & Rick Evans 
Linda & Dickie Minor 

Pat Heesacker 
 

Great-Grandparents:  
Jerene Heesacker 

Eldred & Jean Reeves 

May God continue  
to bless them all  

with His abundant 
love and grace. 
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Opening Litany 
 O Jesus, you have sent us out to proclaim the Gospel. 
 May we make your name known to all. 
 

 O Jesus, you have confidence in our ability to serve. 
 May we be given the strength to do what you command. 
 

 O Jesus, you have chosen us to be your disciples.  
 May we be led by you. 
 

 O Jesus, you have prepared us for a life that is centered on your love. 
 May we keep looking to your Word  
 for comfort and preparing our hearts with prayer. 
 

 O Jesus, you have shared the truth with us. 
 May we remain true to our commitment to you. 

Text & Music: North American traditional 
Public Domain 
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Apostolic Greeting 
 The blessing of the Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the glorious love bestowed by the ☩ Son, 
 and the power of the promised Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
Hymn of Praise Father, I Adore You W&P #37 

Text and music © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. Capitol Christian Music Group 
Used by permission.  CCLI License #11068244 

   

 

Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray… (A brief silence is kept.) 
 O God, 
 from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. 
 Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
 that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments; 
 and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, 
 may live in peace and quietness,  
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Reading Amos 7:7-15  
Amos is not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, he is an ordinary 
farmer from Judah (the southern kingdom) called by God to speak to Israel (the northern 
kingdom). God’s word of judgment through Amos conflicts with the king’s court prophet 
Amaziah, whom Amos encounters at Bethel. 
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All music & liturgies are from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191.   Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version  
Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by  
permission.  Confession & opening litany reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for the Parish, CWR program. 
Family of God liturgy Text & Music: Peter S. Klemp, b. 1967  © 2003 Used with permission. 

Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946 
Text and music © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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Table Blessing 
 May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray… (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Jesus, Bread of life, 
 we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. 
 As you have nourished us in this meal, 
 now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
 In your name we pray.  Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 

Benediction 
 May you go as God’s people who are blessed to be a blessing. 
 May you go in the name of Jesus to touch and heal the hurt around us. 
 May you go with a strong presence of God’s Holy Spirit 
 to be light and love to all the world. 
 May you go in the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Sending Song God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens #771 
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A reading from Amos. 
 7This is what [the Lord God] showed me: the Lord was standing beside 
 a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand.  8And the 
 Lord said to me, “Amos, what do you see?”  And I said, “A plumb line.” 
 Then the Lord said,  
   “See, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; 
   I will never again pass them by; 
   9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 
   and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 
   and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 
 10Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, 
 saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house 
 of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words.  11For thus Amos has 
 said,  
   ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
   and Israel must go into exile away from his land.’ ” 
 12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of 
 Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there; 13but never again 
 prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the 
 kingdom.” 
  14Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s 
 son; but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, 15and the 
 Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, 
 prophesy to my people Israel.’ ” 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 85:8-13 
Let us read Psalm 85 responsively. 
 

 8I will listen to what the Lord God is saying;  
 for you speak peace to your faithful people 
 and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
  9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell | in our land. 
 

 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
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  11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 

 12The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, 
 and our land will yield its increase. 
  13Righteousness shall go before the Lord 
  and shall prepare for God a pathway. 
 
Second Reading Ephesians 1:3-14 
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are 
united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been 
promised eternal salvation. 
 

A reading from Ephesians. 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
 blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be 
 holy and blameless before him in love.  5He destined us for adoption as 
 his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his 
 will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in 
 the Beloved.  7In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
 forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that 
 he lavished on us.  With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to 
 us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set 
 forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things 
 in him, things in heaven and things on earth.  11In Christ we have also 
 obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose 
 of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 
 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for 
 the praise of his glory.  13In him you also, when you had heard the word 
 of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were 
 marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of 
 our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of 
 his glory. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Distribution Hymn O Christ the Same (WOV #483) 
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Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997 © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia  
Music:  Robert E. Kreutz, 1922-1996 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 

Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 

 
Distribution Hymn You Satisfy the Hungry Heart #484 

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926 → 
© 1984 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 
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Alleluia Verse Family of God 

Holy Gospel Mark 6:14-29 
As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story of John the 
Baptist’s martyrdom. Like John, Jesus and his disciples will also suffer at the hands of 
those opposed to the gospel of salvation. 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 6th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

 14King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had 
 become known.  Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised 
 from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.”  
 15But others said, “It is Elijah.”  And others said, “It is a prophet, like 
 one of the prophets of old.”  16But when Herod heard of it, he said, 
 “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 
  17For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and 
 put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, 
 because Herod had married her.  18For John had been telling Herod, “It 
 is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”  19And Herodias had a 
 grudge against him, and wanted to kill him.  But she could not, 20for 
 Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and 
 he protected him.  When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and 
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 yet he liked to listen to him.  21But an opportunity came when Herod on 
 his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the 
 leaders of Galilee.  22When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, 
 she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me 
 for whatever you wish, and I will give it.”  23And he solemnly swore to 
 her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.”  
 24She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?”  She 
 replied, “The head of John the baptizer.”  25Immediately she rushed back 
 to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of 
 John the Baptist on a platter.”  26The king was deeply grieved; yet out of 
 regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her.  
 27Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring 
 John’s head.  He went and beheaded him in the prison, 28brought his 
 head on a platter, and gave it to the girl.  Then the girl gave it to her 
 mother.  29When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his 
 body, and laid it in a tomb. 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Time 
Sermon 
 

☩ BAPTISM ☩  
 
Baptismal Hymn Borning Cry #732 
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 We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; 
  among your people; throughout the world. 
 Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 
  by your Spirit, in your church, without end.  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei Lamb of God Family of God 
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Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
 Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
 The universe declares your praise: 
  beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 
   within each cell; with every breath. 
 We praise you, O God. 
 

 Generations bless your faithfulness: 
  through the water; by night and day; 
   across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
 We bless you, O God. 
 

 We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
  at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
   beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
 We thank you, O God. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, 
  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 
  we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
 In Baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death 
  by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 We are born children of a fallen humanity; 
  by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God 
  and made members of the church, the body of Christ. 
 Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, 
  we grow in faith, love and obedience to the will of God. 
Parents & Godparents: 
 We present Wylder Douglas Heesacker for Holy Baptism. 
 

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937 
Text © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 
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 Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, 
 do you desire to have your child baptized into Christ? 
Parents: We do. 
 

 As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, 
 you are entrusted with responsibilities: 
  to live with him among God's faithful people, 
  bring him to the word of God and the Holy Supper, 
  teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
  place in his hands the Holy Scriptures, 
  and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
  so that your child may learn to trust God, 
  proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
  care for others and the world God made,  
  and work for justice and peace. 
 

 Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 
Parents: We do. 
 

 Godparents, do you promise to nurture Wylder Douglas Heesacker  
 in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit 
 and to help him live in the covenant of baptism 
 and in communion with the church? 
Godparents: We do. 
 

 People of God, do you promise to support Wylder Douglas Heesacker  
 and pray for him in his new life in Christ?  We do. 
 
Profession of Faith 
 I ask you all to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, 
 and confess the faith of the church. 
 

 Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
 I renounce them. 
 

 Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
 I renounce them. 
 

 Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
 I renounce them. 
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☩ MEAL ☩  
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

Proper Preface 
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
  that we should at all times and in all places 
   give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
    through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by 
  his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
  with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy Family of God 
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 Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 We welcome you into the body of Christ 
 and into the mission we share: 
 join us in giving thanks and praise to God 
 and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 
Jesus Loves You  #595 

Jesus loves YOU this we know for the Bible tells us so. 
Little ones to him belong, they are weak but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves YOU.  Yes, Jesus loves You. 
Yes, Jesus loves YOU, the Bible tells us so. 

 
Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response Your Vineyards, O Lord Family of God 
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 Do you believe in God the Father? 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
 
Prayers of the People 
 P One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
  we join our voices in prayer. 

(A brief silence is kept.) 

 A You gather your people into the body of Christ. 
  Where your church is wounded, heal it. 
  Where it is right, strengthen it. 
  Where it is divided, reunite it. 
  In your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

 P From before the foundation of the world, you are God. 
  Revive ecosystems destroyed by human greed. 
  Curb our desire to put wealth 
  ahead of the health of all who call this planet home. 
  In your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

 A You establish equity and make justice. 
  Within every nation, tribe, and land, 
  cause laws to be written and customs to be observed 
  that protect the most vulnerable. 
  In your mercy, hear our prayer. 



12 

 P On the cross your beloved Son endured pain and death. 
  Bring healing to those in need, hope to any in despair, 
  and comfort to the dying. 
  We pray especially for... 
  In your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

 A You send your Spirit into this community of faith. 
  Empower our ministries that serve and build up local communities. 
  Nurture our partnerships with other community organizations. 
  In your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence. 
  In your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

 A All peoples praise you, O God. 
  We give you thanks and praise for the lives of our loved ones 
  who now rest in you. 
  In the fullness of time gather us with all your saints in light. 
  In your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms 
  we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, 
  trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, 
  Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Font 
 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 We give you thanks, O God, 
  for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
   and by your Word you created the world, 
    calling forth life in which you took delight. 

 Through the waters of the flood 
  you delivered Noah and his family, 
   and through the sea you led your people Israel  
    from slavery into freedom. 
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 At the river your Son was baptized by John 
  and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
 By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free 
  from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 
 Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, 
  that those who are washed in the waters of baptism  
   may be given new life.  To you be given honor and praise 
    through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
     now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 Wylder Douglas Heesacker is baptized in the name of 
 the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen.  Wylder Douglas, you belong to Christ, 
 in whom you have been baptized.  Alleluia. 
 

 Let us pray... (A brief silence is kept.) 
 We give you thanks, O God, 
 that through water and the Holy Spirit 
 you give your daughters and sons new birth, 
 cleanse them from sin and raise them to eternal life. 
 

 Sustain Wylder Douglas with the gift of your Holy Spirit: 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 
  the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 Wylder Douglas, child of God, 
 you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 
 and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 
 Amen. 
 
Council Rep.: Jesus said, I am the light of the world. 
   Whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
   Let your light so shine before others 
   that they may see your good works 
   and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 


