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February 9, 2025 ☩ THE 5th SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
 

The fifth Sunday after Epiphany continues to highlight unlikely instruments and 
circumstances appointed to reveal God’s glory. “Who will go for us?” God asks. A 
person of unclean lips, a former persecutor of the church of God, and three fishermen 
who couldn’t catch a thing. More surprising still, perhaps, is that we are also called. 
 

 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21 
and Facebook Live.  We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and 
love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by pre-packaged elements.  If you are uncomfortable coming 
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship.  We 
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship 
service.  If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  
Gluten Free wafers are available on request.

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
319 South 5

th
 Street, Albion, Nebraska  68620 

www.zionalbion.org  + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed 
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Confession & Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 God is light, and in him there is no darkness at all. 
 If we say that we have fellowship with him 
 while we are walking in darkness, 
 we lie and do not do what is true. 
 

 But if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, 
 we have fellowship with one another, 
 and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 
 Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
 the light no darkness can overcome. 

(Silence is kept for self-reflection and confession.) 

 Most merciful God, 
 troubled and penitent, we confess our sins to you. 
 Our deeds are evil; we have loved darkness rather than the light. 
 We languish in the shadow of death. 
 Let your mercy dawn upon us for the sake of Jesus Christ your Son, 
 that we may truly follow him. 
 Within our hearts, and in our lives, let there be light! 
 

 God, who once commanded light to shine out of the darkness, 
 has shone in our hearts to give the light of  
 the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, 
 who was handed over to death for our trespasses 
 and was raised for our justification. 
 For his sake your sins are forgiven. 
 By the power of the Holy Spirit, walk as children of light. 
 Amen. 
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Gathering Song You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore #817 

Text & Music: Cesáreo Gabaráin, 1936-1991; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946 
© 1979 Cesáreo Gabaráin, OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.  
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711706  

 

Opening Litany 
 Like Isaiah before us, 
 we are amazed by what the Lord has done. 
 



4 

 Like Isaiah before us, 
 we are sorry for what we have done. 
 

 Like Isaiah before us, 
 we seek forgiveness from the Lord. 
 

 As the Lord has done so many times before, 
 he wipes our sins away. 
 

 As the Lord has done so many times before, 
 he calls forgiven people like us to be his ambassadors. 
 

 As so many followers have done before, 
 may we respond to his call by saying, “Here I am!  Send me!” 
 

 As time spreads before us, 
 may our eyes be open to the opportunities we have 
 to share the Gospel with others. 
 

 And as more people seek to know the Lord, 
 may news of him be made known to them all, 
 so that they, too, may know the joy of the Lord.  Amen. 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the wisdom of God the Father, 
 and the light of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
Hymn of Praise The B-I-B-L-E SS Choir 

The B-I-B-L-E, Yes, that’s the book for me! 
I stand alone on the Word of God, the B-I-B-L-E! 

 

The B-L-O-O-D, that Jesus shed for me; 
Christ paid the price, our sacrifice, the B-L-O-O-D! 

 

I’m S-A-V-E-D, by G-R-A-C-E; 
I’m saved by grace, the Scripture says, 

the B-I-B-L-E! 

Text & Tune: © 2000, Hal Leonard Corporation  
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711706  
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Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray… (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Most holy God, 
 the earth is filled with your glory, 
 and before you angels and saints stand in awe. 
 Enlarge our vision to see your power at work in the world, 
 and by your grace make us heralds of your Son, 
 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Reading Isaiah 6:1-13 
Through a vision in the temple, the eighth-century prophet Isaiah is called by God to 
announce judgment against Israel. Aware of his sinfulness and shortcomings, Isaiah is 
initially hesitant. But when God calls, Isaiah responds, “Here am I; send me!” 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 
 high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple.  2Seraphs were 
 in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered 
 their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew.  
 3And one called to another and said:  
  “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
  the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
 4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, 
 and the house filled with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for 
 I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; 
 yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 
  6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had 
 been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my 
 mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt 
 has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8Then I heard the voice of the 
 Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, 
 “Here am I; send me!” 
 9And he said, “Go and say to this people:  
  ‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend; 
  keep looking, but do not understand.’ 
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  10Make the mind of this people dull,  
   and stop their ears, and shut their eyes, 
   so that they may not look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, 
   and comprehend with their minds, and turn and be healed.” 
  11Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said: 
  “Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, 
   and houses without people, and the land is utterly desolate; 
  12until the Lord sends everyone far away, 
   and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the land. 
  13Even if a tenth part remain in it, it will be burned again, 
  like a terebinth or an oak 
   whose stump remains standing when it is felled.” 
  The holy seed is its stump. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 138 
Let us read Psalm 138 responsively. 
 1I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
 before the gods I will sing your praise. 
  2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, 
  because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; 
  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 
 

 3When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 
  4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, 
  when they have heard the words of your mouth. 
 

 5They will sing of the ways of the Lord, 
 that great is the glory of the Lord. 
  6

The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, 
  perceiving the haughty from afar. 
 

 7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 
 you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 
 your right hand shall save me. 
  8You will make good your purpose for me; 
  O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; 
  do not abandon the works of your hands. 
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Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Paul delivers in a nutshell the story of the gospel that was given to him. In the lineage of 
the Christian faith, we have received the good news of God’s love from generations of 
believers before us, and we continue to tell this story to the world. 
 

A reading from First Corinthians. 
 1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I 
 proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 
 2through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the 
 message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in 
 vain. 
  3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had 
 received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 
 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in 
 accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to 
 the twelve.  6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and 
 sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 
 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  8Last of all, as to 
 one untimely born, he appeared also to me.  9For I am the least of the 
 apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of 
 God.  10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward 
 me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 
 them — though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.  
 11Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to 
 believe. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia Verse (Tune: #408) 

        God    gives    his    won  - drous Word      let     it     by    all           be    heard. 

         Al    -   le   -  lu   -    ia!         For     this    e  -    piph  -  a  -  ny     to    God   all 

Hymn continues on the next page 
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Holy Gospel Luke 5:1-11 
Jesus’ teaching of God’s word has begun to draw great crowds. For Simon, James, and 
John, Jesus’ teaching inspires hospitality, then obedience, and then risk. After Jesus’ 
creative power is revealed, fear and amazement leads these three fishermen to leave 
everything behind to become apostles. 
 

 The Holy Gospel according St. Luke, the 5th Chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 1Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the 
 crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2he saw two 
 boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them 
 and were washing their nets. 3He got into one of the boats, the one 
 belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the 
 shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 4When he 
 had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water 
 and let down your nets for a catch.” 5Simon answered, “Master, we have 
 worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will 
 let down the nets.” 6When they had done this, they caught so many fish 
 that their nets were beginning to break. 7So they signaled their partners 
 in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both 
 boats, so that they began to sink. 8But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell 
 down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful 
 man!” 9For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of 
 fish that they had taken; 10and so also were James and John, sons of 
 Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do 
 not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” 11When they 
 had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Tune: Public Domain 

        glor   -   y    be       now   and    e   -   ter  -  nal -  ly.    Al  -  le  -   lu    -   ia! 
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      Fear        not;   the    Lord      has  willed    that    our nets  should      be    filled. 

        Al    -   le   -  lu   -    ia!         For     this    e  -    piph  -  a  -  ny      to    God   all 

        glor   -   y    be       now   and    e   -   ter  -  nal -  ly.    Al  -  le  -   lu    -   ia! 

Gospel Response (Tune: #408) 

Children’s Time 
Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day Here I Am, Lord #574 

Tune: Public Domain 

Hymn continues on the next page 
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Installation of Council Members and Officers 
 The following persons, having been elected by the congregation 
 or appointed by the council to positions of leadership, 
 are asked to come forward as their names are read: 
 Nancy Ahlers Connie Becker 
 Kay Flanagan Jim Meyers 
 Chris Nelson Sara Rasmussen 
 Tammy Reigle Amanda Reinhart 
 Roberta Seda Josh Thayer 

Mary Kay Tisthammer 
  

 In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ liberated us from sin and death 
  and made us members of his Church. 
 Through Word and Sacrament you have been nurtured in faith. 
 I ask you, together with all who have gathered, 
  to confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which we baptize. 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. 

Text & Music: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946 © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc. 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 
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  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 St. Paul writes: 
 There are different kinds of spiritual gifts,  
  but the same Spirit gives them. 
 There are different ways of serving, but the same Lord is served. 
 There are different abilities to perform services, 
  but the same God gives to everyone the ability for particular service. 
 The Spirit’s presence is shown in some way in each person, 
  for the good of all.  (I Corinthians 12:4-7) 
  

 You have been elected and appointed 
  to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation. 
 You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith 
  reflect Him in whose name we gather. 
 You are to work together with other members to see that 
  the worship and work of Christ are done in this congregation, and  
  that God’s will is done in this community and in the whole world. 
 You are to be diligent in your specific area of serving 
  that the one Lord who empowers you is glorified. 
 You are to be examples of Faith active in love, 
  to help maintain the life and harmony of this congregation. 
 

 On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: 
  Are you ready to accept and faithfully carry out 
  the duties of the offices to which you have been elected & appointed? 
Leaders:   Yes, by the help of God. 
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 People of God, I ask you: 
 Will you support these, your congregational leaders, 
  and will you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given 
  to all who are baptized? 
Congregation:   Yes, by the help of God. 
 

 I now declare you installed as council members and officers 
  of Zion Lutheran Church.  God bless you with His Holy Spirit, 
  that you may prove faithful servants of Christ. 
Congregation:   Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 P With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, 
  let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

 A God of surprising abundance, 
  you call your people to enter deeply into the world. 
  Equip us to respond to your call, gather up what we have, 
  and offer it to all.  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P God of creation, 
  provide protection from the elements and other hazards 
  to all whose work brings them outside: 
  for fishers, ranchers, line workers, and construction crews. 
  Guide us to live carefully 
  alongside the wonders of the land and waters.  
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 A Open the hearts of all leaders, 
  especially those who serve in the armed forces, 
  that they respond to their commission with wisdom and patience. 
  Ensure that all who serve are kept safe in body, mind, and spirit. 
  We pray for an end to all war and armed conflict.  
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Fill with your compassionate presence all who are suffering from 
  addiction, mental illness, injury, or illness of any kind, especially... 
  Draw helpers to their side so that they find relief from their burdens.  
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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 A Call our faith communities to do marvelous things. 
  Bless the labor and efforts of this congregation, 
  that we may be a sign of your presence in the world.  
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 A We thank you 
  for those who have courageously gone before us in the faith. 
  May we too show a deep trust in you throughout our lives.  
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope 
  that your promise is revealed among the people.  Amen. 
 
Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response (Tune: #408) 

         Un  -  chang - ing  Fa-ther   of    Lights      in  whom the world       de - lights, 
       There -  fore   your   prais-es  we  sing,      and    in    our   hands      we   bring 

         by     whom  we      live:       help    us      to      un  -   der-stand  your   ev  - er - 
        gifts      in      re   -  turn.        Use   them, we    hum -  bly  pray,   to   spread the 

          op   -   en  hand   brings bless-ings   to      the land; great  gifts you      give! 
         light    of   day       that   all,    by      its     glad ray,  your  love  may    learn.  

Tune: Public Domain 
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☩ MEAL ☩ 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
   

 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
  that we should at all times and in all places 
  give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
  through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
  in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
  and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
  with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Sanctus Christ is the Lamb of God (Tune: #408) 

      Christ       is      the   Lamb      of    God.     For our sakes, to the cross he   trod. 

         O      Lamb   of      God,        for     our    sal  -  va   -  tion  we   give thanks and 

        praise     to Thee    now  and    e  -    ter   -  nal  - ly,     O   Lamb of       God. 

Tune: Public Domain 
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Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, 
  in whom you have revealed yourself, our light and our salvation. 
 

 You sent a star to guide the Magi to where the Christ was born; 
  and your signs and witnesses in every age and through all the world 
  have led your people from far places to his light. 
 

 In his baptism and in his table fellowship 
  he took his place with sinners. 
 

 Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, 
  proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 
  to set at liberty those who were oppressed, 
  and to announce that the time had come 
  when you would save your people. 
 

 On the night in which he was betrayed 
  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 

 

 Again after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks,  
  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

 And so, in remembrance of these, your mighty acts in Jesus Christ 
  we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
  as a holy and living sacrifice as we proclaim the mystery of faith… 
 Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

 We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; 
  among your people; throughout the world. 
 Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, Almighty God, 
  Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei  (Tune: #742) 

     Lamb    of   God, our might-y    Sav - ior     all        our   sins you  take   a - way.  

    Lamb      of    God, by your great fa  -  vor,   Lord,  have  mer-cy now, we  pray. 

     Lamb    of  God, our pray’rs a - ttend - ing,   nev  -   er    let your mer-cies cease, 

     But,   your   Ho  -  ly  Spir - it    send -  ing,   grant   us   all your gift  of    peace. 

Music: Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918 
Public Domain 
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Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 

 
Distribution Hymn Come, Let Us Eat #491 

Text: Billema Kwillia, b. 1925, sts. 1–3; Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930, 
st. 4, alt.; tr. Margaret D. Miller, b. 1927, sts. 1–3, alt. 
Music: Billema Kwillia, adapt. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711706 
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Text: Stopford A. Brooke, 1832-1916, alt. 
Music: Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750, adapt. 
Public Domain 

Distribution Hymn Let the Whole Creation Cry #876 

Table Blessing 
 The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  
 strengthen you and preserve you unto eternal life.  Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Nourishing God, 
 at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. 
 Strengthen us for service, and send us out 
 to embody your good news of liberation and healing 
 for the sake of the world.  In the name of Christ we pray, Amen. 
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000 © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.  
Music: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848–1918 
Used by permission with CCLI License #11068244 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 
 who rejoices over you, and who calls you by name, 
 ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever.  Amen. 
 
Sending Song How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord #580 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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All music & liturgies are from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Used by  
permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) 
from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Confession & opening litany reprinted with permission from Crea-
tive Communications for the Parish, CWR program. 


