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Welcome to Christmas Eve worship  
as we hear “good news of great joy”:  

Unto you is born this day … a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 
(Luke 2:10-11, ESV) 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
319 South 5

th
 Street, Albion, Nebraska  68620 

www.zionalbion.org  + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed 

Before the service, be still and know that God is God.   
During the service sing heartily, pray sincerely,  

and listen intently for God’s word. 
  

Zion Lutheran Church 
319 South 5th Street 
Albion, Nebraska 

Christmas Eve Worship 
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December 24, 2025 + THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
 

In winter's deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child.  Isaiah declares that 
the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and 
justice.  Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to 
all people.  The angels declare that Jesus' birth is good and joyful news for everyone, 
including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to 
share the light of Christ with the whole world. 
 

 
 

Prelude Special Music 
 
Proclamation of the Birth of Christ 
 Many ages after God created the heavens and the earth, 
  when man and woman were formed in God’s own image; 
   long after the great flood, 
    when God set the rainbow in the clouds as a sign of the covenant; 
 twenty-one centuries from the time of Abraham and Sarah; 
  thirteen centuries after Moses led God’s people to freedom; 
   eleven centuries from the time of Ruth and the judges; 
 a thousand years from the anointing of David as king; 
  in the sixty-fifth week as Daniel’s prophecy takes note; 
   in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 
 the seven hundred and fifty-second year 
  from the founding of the city of Rome; 
   the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; 
 in the sixth age of the world, all earth being at peace, 
  Jesus Christ, eternal God, Son of the eternal Father, 
   willing to hallow the world by his coming in mercy, 
    was born of the virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea. 
 Tonight we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 our God made flesh. 
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Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

M M E G R A P C E N S U S J E 

A E R L D P J G V E N T H O Y 

R H R O O R O R E R A L T L L 

Y E O R G I S A R B O F O F A 
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Christmas Word Search 
Angels 
Baby Jesus 
Bethlehem 
Carols 
Census 
Christ Child 
Church 
Earth 
Everlasting Fa-
ther 
Gift 
Glorifying 
Glory to God 
Good News 
Grace 
Great Joy 
Heaven 
Holy 
Hope 
Infant 
Inn 
Joseph 
Lord 
Love 
Manger 
Mary 
Merry Christmas 
Mighty God 
Praising 
Prince of Peace 
Savior 
Sheep 
Shepherds 
Stable 

Star 
Swaddling Cloths 

Wise Men 
Wonderful Counselor 

World 
Worship 
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 
Music: English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 
Public Domain 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Benediction 
 May you be filled with the wonder of Mary,  
 the faithfulness of Joseph, the joy of the angels, 
 the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the Magi  
 and the light of the Christ Child. 
 And may Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son and Holy Spirit 
 shine on you now and forevermore!  Amen. 
 
Sending Song Joy to the World #267 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation.  Amen. 
 

 Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, 
 let us confess our sin. 

(Silence is kept for confession and reflection.) 

 God of life, 
 you promise good news of great joy for all people, 
 and call us to be messengers of your peace. 
 We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 
 our resources, and our security. 
 We nurture conflict and build barriers. 
 We neglect the needs of our neighbors 
 and ignore the groaning of creation. 
 Have mercy on us. 
 Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 
 Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 
 Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 
 Renew us with your grace 
 and give us again the hope of eternal life in you.  Amen. 
 

 Hear the good news: 
 We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 
 through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
 In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 
 Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 
 shall know the salvation of God.  Amen. 
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Opening Hymn O Come, All Ye Faithful #283 

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2 
Music: attr. John Francis Wade 
Public Domain 
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Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885 
Music: Franz Gruber, 1787-1863  Public Domain 

 We see his glory  
 in the words of Holy Scripture that illuminate our lives. 
 

 We see his glory in the happy faces of those we love. 
 

 We see his glory in the quiet beauty of this night. 
 

 And we see his glory 
 in the gathering together of people 
 to celebrate and sing about his birth, as the angels did so long ago. 

 

The acolytes will bring the light to the people. 
Pass the light among yourselves and please REMEMBER 

DO NOT TIP LIGHTED CANDLES! 
 

Candlelight Hymn Silent Night #281 
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. 
Music: African American spiritual 
Public Domain  

Table Blessing 
 May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  
 strengthen you and preserve you unto eternal life.  Amen. 
 
Post-communion Prayer 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Incarnate God, 
 you are among us at this table.  May we treasure this gift 
 and ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence. 
 Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
 in the everyday moments of our lives, 
 through Christ born in us.  Amen. 
 
Candle Lighting Litany 
 On that first Christmas, when the angels appeared to the shepherds, 
 the glory of the Lord shone all around them. 
 

 On that first Christmas, when Christ was born, 
 the glory of the Lord was revealed to all the world. 
 

 On this Christmas Eve, the glory of the Lord is all around us. 
 

 We see his glory in the glow of candles. 
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Invocation 
 From the One who is, who was, and who is to come, 
 grace, light, and peace be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
Call to Worship 
 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
 For unto us a Son is given. 
 

 To us a Son is born. 
 And the government shall be upon his shoulder. 
 

 And his name shall be called — 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God. 
 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
 Let us worship the newborn King! 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 

 Almighty God,  
 you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 
 Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence 
 and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; 
 through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise Angels We Have Heard on High #289 

Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 
Music: French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958 
Public Domain 

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath Advent Family 
 For each of the four Sundays in Advent,  
 we’ve lit candles on the Advent wreath. 
 Each light was a step from darkness 
 to the coming Great Light of the promised Christ — Emmanuel,  
 who has promised to come to us at this holy time of the year. 
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Distribution Hymn What Child Is This #296 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 
Music: English ballad, 16th cent. 
Public Domain 

Distribution Hymn Go Tell It on the Mountain #290 
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Agnus Dei Lamb of God (Tune: #517) 
Distribution 

             O         Lamb   of    God,     in    man  -  ger     laid,          the         debt    of 

          all       the world you paid,        that       we   from sin   might find     re – lease 

         have               mer   –   cy          on          us;        grant       us        peace. 

 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 
The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 

 
Distribution Hymn Away in a Manger #277 

Text: North American, 19th cent. 
Music: James R. Murray, 1841-1905 
Public Domain 

Public Domain 
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 We again light the candle of hope — 
 real hope based on the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. 
 In lighting this candle we look to the future 
 resting in the hope of life eternal through our Savior. 

(The first blue candle is lit.) 
 

 The second candle we light is for peace: 
 the peace we find in the power and presence of the Spirit, 
 promised by Jesus and sent to bring us and keep us in the faith. 

(The second blue candle is lit.) 
 

 We light the third candle in the name of joy: 
 the joy we find in the Good News of the coming Christ Child 
 as we sing for joy with the shepherds and angels this Christmas Eve. 

(The third blue candle is lit.) 
 

 The last candle reminds us that the gift of the Christ Child 
 is a gift from the depths of God’s love for us — 
 it is God’s love that sent the Son to be our Redeemer. 

(The last blue candle is lit.) 
 

 Finally, we light the center candle: 
 the light that shines in the darkness; 
 the Great Light that is Jesus, promised of old and given at Bethlehem. 

(The white candle is lit.) 
 

 Let us pray...  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 God of Love and Life,  
 the darkness that covered the earth 
 has given way to the bright dawn of your Word made flesh. 
 Make us a people of this light.  Make us faithful to your Word  
 that we may bring your life to the waiting world. 
 Fill us with the love brought by Jesus 
 and give us the Spirit’s power in sharing that gift. 
 Grant this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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☩ WORD ☩ 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2-7 
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of 
a royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and 
righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will do this! 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 
 as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 
 the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
 and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, and 
 there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
 He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 96 
Let us read Psalm 96 responsively. 
 1Sing to the Lord  a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
  2Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
 

 3Declare God’s glory among the nations  
 and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
  4For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, 
  more to be feared than all gods. 
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  You gave birth to your Church,  
  delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
  and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
 As your Word became flesh,  
  born of a woman on that night long ago, 
  so, on the night in which he gave himself up for us – 
 Jesus took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread,  
  gave it to his disciples and said: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 When the supper was over, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, 
  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
  we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
   as a holy and living sacrifice. 
 Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us gathered here, 
  and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
 

 By your Holy Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, 
  and one in ministry to all the world 
   until Christ comes in final victory 
    and we feast at his heavenly banquet.  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  Forever and ever.  Amen. 
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            Ho   -  ly,     ho   -  ly,     ho - ly  Lord!    God   of   hosts   by  all        a - dored! 

         Heav’n and earth      can-not con - tain          all    the    glor – y    of   Your  name! 

          Hail,   ho - san  - na,  God most  high!      Blest  is    He  who   now draws nigh 

            In       the name of     God    the King!      Hal - le -  lu   -  jahs glad  we   sing: 

          Hail,       ho-san- na!   Prais-es  due            be    for -  ev   -  er,  Lord  to    You! 

 

  that beholding the God made visible, 
  we may be drawn to the love of God whom we cannot see. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
  with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy (Tune: #270, Hark!) 

Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 Holy are you, and blessed is your Son, Jesus Christ. 
 As Mary and Joseph went from Galilee to Bethlehem 
  and there found no room,   
  so, Jesus went from Galilee to Jerusalem 
  and was despised and rejected. 
 As in the poverty of a stable Jesus was born, 
  so, by the baptism of his suffering, death and resurrection 

Public Domain 
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 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 
 but you, O Lord, have made the heavens. 
  6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
 

 7Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples, 
 ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 
  8Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts of the Lord. 
 

 9Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
 tremble before the Lord, all the earth. 
  10Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king! 
 

 The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved 
 will judge the peoples with equity.” 
  11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; 
  let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
 

 12Then shall all the trees of the wood 
 shout for joy at your coming, O Lord, for you come to judge the earth. 
  13You will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with your truth. 
 
New Testament Reading Titus 2:11-14 
The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. 
Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope 
of our Savior’s final appearance. 
 

A reading from Titus. 
 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training 
 us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to 
 live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for 
 the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 
 Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might 
 redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own 
 who are zealous for good deeds. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation Infant Holy, Infant Lowly #276 (v. 1) 

Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt. 
Music: Polish carol 
Public Domain 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:1-20 
God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of 
great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd Chapter. 
 Glory to you O Lord. 
 

  1IIn those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
 world should be registered.  2This was the first registration and was 
 taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  3All went to their own 
 towns to be registered.  4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
 Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
 descended from the house and family of David.  
  5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
 who was expecting a child.  6While they were there, the time came for 
 her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
 wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 
 was no place for them in the inn. 
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☩ MEAL ☩ 
 

Great Thanksgiving (Tune: Good King Wenceslas) 

          May  the  Lord  be     with  you  all.         And with you,  his     serv  -    ant. 
         Lift   your hearts un -  to     the  Lord.      Lift  we hearts most   fer   -    vent. 

      Let    us    give  our   thanks  to    God.       God made   us   con  -  fess    -   ing. 

   Good and right it     is    to   do,       and   it  has   his     bless        -        ing. 

  

Proper Preface 
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
  that we should at all times and in all places 
  give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
  through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
  you have opened the eyes of faith  
  to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894 
Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934 
Public Domain 
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 A Shepherding God, 
  you lead us to your love in the face of our neighbor. 
  Send us into the world to find your Word made flesh in one another, 
  especially those who are sick or struggling, especially… 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.. 
 

 P Nurturing God, you dwell with us in humble places. 
  Sustain housing and clothing ministries in this community, 
  that all find shelter and warmth. 
  We pray especially for youth seeking safety and care. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.. 
 

 P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence... 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.. 
 

 A Abiding God, you remain at the side of all the departed. 
  Grant all who mourn 
  hope in the resurrection and peace in Christ Jesus. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.. 
 

 P With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, 
  we commend our prayers to you, O God, 
  trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; 
  through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 
Sharing God’s Peace 
 Unto us a child is born.  Unto us a Son is given. 
 His name is the Prince of Peace. 
 May the peace of our newborn Messiah be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response In the Bleak Midwinter #294 (v. 3) 
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  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
 watch over their flock by night.  9Then an angel of the Lord stood before 
 them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
 terrified.  10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see — 
 I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is 
 born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
 cloth and lying in a manger.”  13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
 multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
 said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
 has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  16So they went 
 with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
 manger.  17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
 them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
 shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
 them in her heart.  20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
 God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Gospel Response Infant Holy, Infant Lowly #276 (v. 2) 
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Children’s Sermon 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day The First Noel #300 

Text: English traditional 
Music: English traditional; arr. John Stainer, 1840-1901 
Public Domain 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 Living together in trust and hope, let us profess our faith... 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 P Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, 
  let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

 A Gathering God, 
  you bring your people from every corner of the earth together 
  before the manger that you have made a throne. 
  Unite the church in love as we rejoice in the news of your coming. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.. 
 

 A Creating God, you brought forth the earth and all that is in it. 
  Join our voices with the roaring seas, the exulting fields,  
  and the trees of the forest singing for joy on this holy night. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.. 
 

 P Transforming God, the world trembles amid violence and war. 
  Empower our hands, feet, and hearts with your Spirit 
  to shatter the rod of the oppressor and turn swords into plowshares. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.. 
 


