
  

December 22, 2024 ☩ FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Have you ever wondered what the prophet Isaiah would say to us today?  During Advent 
this year we have the opportunity to find out!  Each week “Isaiah” will address the 
congregation and explain the meaning and background behind his most well-known 
prophecies about the coming of Christ.  In this week’s theme, The Wait, Isaiah explains 
that we will be renewed as we prepare for Christ.  (Isaiah 64:1-9) 
 

 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 

 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21 
and Facebook Live.  We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and 
love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by pre-packaged elements.  If you are uncomfortable coming 
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship.  We 
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship 
service.  If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  
Gluten Free wafers are available on request. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
319 South 5

th
 Street, Albion, Nebraska  68620 

www.zionalbion.org  + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed 
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Confession & Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 Blessed be the Holy Trinity, One God,  
 who forgives all our sin; whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 

 From ages past — no one has heard, no ear has perceived, 
 no eye has seen any God besides you. 
 You, O God, work for those who wait upon you. 
 

 You, O LORD, are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
 we are all the work of your hand.  
  

 Let us confess our sins as we wait upon the Lord in faith. 
(Silence for meditation & self-examination) 

 Advent Lord, 
 we admit that we have become impatient 
 with ourselves, each other, and sometimes with you. 
 We have turned to our own way 
 and have gone astray from your will. 
 Lost in sin and needing to become strong and courageous, 
 we ask you O Lord, to forgive our sin, cleanse our hearts, 
 and keep us patiently waiting for the promised coming 
 of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 Believe and receive the good news! 
 God sent his Son, the Babe of Bethlehem, 
 to show his infinite love and forgiveness for all people. 
 Your sins are forgiven in the holy name of ☩ Christ, 
 who came and indeed, will come again. 
 Amen.  Thanks be to our God who loves and forgives. 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
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Opening Hymn Come, Walk Into the Light (Tune: #717) 

Words: Creative Communications for the Parish.  Used y permission. 
Music: Aaron Williams, 1731-1776; Public Domain 

Advent Litany 
 Wait upon the Lord.  
 Be strong and courageous. 
 

 Be our strength every morning 
 and our salvation in the night of despair. 
 

 Wait upon the Lord. 
 We wait upon the Lord with Gratitude! 
 

 We are not lacking in any spiritual gift 
 as we wait for our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 He will strengthen us to the end, 
 so that we may be blameless on the day of our Lord. 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 From the one who is, who was, and who is to come, 
 from the Almighty Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit: 
 grace, light, and peace be with you all.  And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise Breath of Heaven Choir 
I have traveled many moonless nights, 

cold and weary with a babe inside 
and I wonder what I’ve done. 

Holy Father, you have come and chosen me now to carry your Son. 
I am waiting in a silent prayer; I am frightened by the load I bear. 

In a world as cold as stone, must I walk this path alone? 
Be with me now, be with me now. 

Breath of Heaven, hold me together, 
be forever near me, Breath of Heaven. 
Breath of Heaven, lighten my darkness, 

pour over me your holiness, 
for you are holy, Breath of Heaven. 

Do you wonder as you watch my face, 
if a wiser one should have had my place? 

But I offer all I am for the mercy of your plan. 
Help me be strong, help me be, help me. 

Breath of Heaven, hold me together, 
be forever near me, Breath of Heaven. 
Breath of Heaven, lighten my darkness, 

pour over me your holiness, for you are holy. 
Breath of Heaven, hold me together, 

be forever near me, Breath of Heaven. 
Breath of Heaven, lighten my darkness, 

pour over me your holiness, for you are holy, 
Breath of Heaven.  Breath of Heaven. 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath Advent Family 
 Four candles are lit to remind us that we wait for the Lord. 
 We wait for him to rend the heavens and come down. 
 

 We wait for the mountains to quake at his presence. 
 We wait for the nations to tremble at his attendance. 

 

 Four candles are lit to remind us that we wait for the Lord. 
 Come, let us wait for the Lord. 
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Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. Composite;  
Used by permission Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191 
 Music: French processional, 15th cent.  Public Domain 

Advent Prayer 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.)  
 Lord Jesus Christ, you patiently wait for us 
 to turn from our evil ways and turn toward you in repentance. 
 In your mercy, turn our hearts quickly to you, 
 and keep us patient as we wait for you to return. 
 But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay,  
 and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.  Amen. 

 

(Advent Family lights four candles as the hymn is sung.) 
 

Advent Wreath Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #257 (v. 4) 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

Scripture Reading Isaiah 64:1-9 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
  so that the mountains would quake at your presence — 
  2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil — 
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  to make your name known to your adversaries, 
  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
 4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, 
  no eye has seen any God besides you, 
  who works for those who wait for him. 
 5You meet those who gladly do right, 
  those who remember you in your ways. 
 But you were angry, and we sinned; 
  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
 We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
 7There is no one who calls on your name,  
  or attempts to take hold of you; 
  for you have hidden your face from us, 
  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
  we are the clay, and you are our potter;  
  we are all the work of your hand. 
 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD,  
  and do not remember iniquity forever.   
  Now consider, we are all your people. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Scripture Reading 1 Corinthians 1:4-8 
A reading from First Corinthians. 
 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God 
 that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been 
 enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind — 6just as the 
 testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you — 7so that you 
 are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our 
 Lord Jesus Christ.  8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you 
 may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



7 

Alleluia Verse  ELW setting 8 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:25-35 
 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd Chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man 
 was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, 
 and the Holy Spirit rested on him.  26It had been revealed to him by the 
 Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's 
 Messiah.  27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and 
 when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 
 customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised 
 God, saying, 
  29"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
   according to your word; 
   30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
   31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
   32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
   and for glory to your people Israel." 
 33And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said 
 about him.  34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, 
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 "This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, 
 and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many 
 will be revealed — and a sword will pierce your own soul too." 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children's Time 
Sermon The Wait 
 
Hymn of the Day The King Shall Come #260 

Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925, Public Domain 
Music: A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816; arr. Theodore A. Beck, 1929-2003 
Arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 

Nicene Creed 
 Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith... 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
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  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
   and became truly human. 
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 P As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, 
  let us pray for all people and places that long for God’s presence. 

A brief silence is kept. 

 A God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation 
  in our relationships with those of other traditions and religions. 
  Root your church in the radical message of your incarnation, 
  and enable us to pursue your justice in the world. 
  Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
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 P God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. 
  Awaken in us a renewed sense of care 
  for the wildlife in our communities. 
  Form us into faithful stewards of what you have made. 
  Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

 A God our sovereign, Mary proclaims a new way of life 
  that lifts up the lowly and fills the hungry with good things. 
  Nurture in local governments and municipalities 
  a desire to care for all who are overlooked and ignored.  
  Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

 P God our beacon, 
  as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward more daylight, 
  remind us that even in the deepest nights, you are there. 
  Comfort the lonely and bereaved. 
  Hold closely the frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill, especially… 
  Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

 A God our guide, shepherd the leadership of this congregation. 
  Bless the council and staff in discerning future ministry 
  and open their hearts to the voices of the community. 
  Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

 P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence. 
  Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

 A God our life, 
  you remember the promises you have made to your people. 
  In gratitude for those who have died, 
  we praise you for your faithfulness throughout history. 
  Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

 P Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers 
  and the pleas of our hearts, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
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Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894 
Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934 
Public Domain 

☩ MEAL ☩ 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
  that we should at all times and in all places 
   give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
    through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response In the Bleak Midwinter #294 (v. 3) 
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Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
  Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
  Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
  Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
  Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
  Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
  Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

 You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
  through whom you will also make all things new 
   in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
  with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy ELW setting 8 
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 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, 
  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

 With this bread and cup 
  we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
 We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
 We look with hope for his coming. 
 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
 Come among us.  Bless this meal. 
 May your Word take flesh in us.  Awaken your people. 
 Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
 Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

 All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,  
 Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 
 one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
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  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei Lamb of God ELW setting 8 

Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 

 
Distribution Hymn Hark! The Herald Angels Sing #270 
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Hymn continues on the next page. 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
Music: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915 
Public Domain 

Distribution Hymn The First Noel #300 
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Table Blessing 
 May the Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
 strengthen you and keep you in his light and grace.  Amen. 

Text: English traditional 
Music: English traditional; arr. John Stainer, 1840-1901 
Public Domain 
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Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Generous God, 
 we thank you for the gift of life and for the bread of salvation. 
 We thank you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. 
 We thank you for showering us with mercy, 
 for sending us into the world. 
 Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us 
 as we feed the hungry in your name.  Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 May God make us strong and courageous 
 and give us the faith of Abraham, the hope of Isaiah, 
 the joy of Elizabeth, and the gratitude of Zechariah  
 as we wait upon the Lord!  Amen.  
 
Closing Hymn Hark, the Glad Sound #239 

Hymn continues on the next page. 
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Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

Liturgy reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by  
permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 15447-LIT. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission.  Other liturgy reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for the Parish, Interviews with Isaiah 
Advent worship kit.  © 2012 , a division of Bayard, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Text: Phillip Doddridge, 1702-1751 
Music: Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820 
Public Domain 
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Advent Wreath 
Alleluia 
Angels 
Baby 
Bells 
Bethlehem 
Bible 
Birth 
Blue Paraments 
Carol 
Celebrate 
Christ 
Creche 
December 
Emmanuel 
Expectation 
Faith 
Family 
Festive 
Four Weeks 
Frankincense 
Gift 
Gloria 
God 
Gold 
Grace 
Greens 
Holy Spirit 
Hope Candle 
Inn 
Isaiah 
Jesus 
Joseph 
Journey 
Joy Candle 
Light 
Love Candle 
Manger 

Advent Word Search 

Mary 
Messiah 
Myrrh 
Nativity 
New Testament 
New Year 

Noel 
Old Testament 
Peace Candle 
Poinsettia 
Prayers 
Prepare 

N L G O E L D N A C E P O H T R I B 

A E J O Y C A N D L E G R A T S A G 

T O W E L E V E F O U R W E E K S R 

I N N T O D N S R E Y A R P W E N A 

V B L U E P A R A M E N T S E E N C 

I E E W L S E N U W R E A T H G M E 

T T U I D I T Z I O N Z A A E A E L 

Y H N S N O W A I T J R I L N G S D 

L L A E A N D A M A B A S G O R S N 

I E M M C V L A I E S P E L I E I A 

M H M E E E R U L I N R D C T E A C 

A E E N V Y L E F A I T H A A N H E 

F M T A O E C L E B E R D R T S E C 

A I R O L G O H A S I O O O C O R A 

S T D L T S C B T S G L O L E D C E 

R O A H L E Y A T F S E R A P E R P 

G A G L R O M W O R S H I P X C E J 

P I E S N E C N I K N A R F E E C E 

L B F Y N H O L Y S P I R I T M H S 

A I T T E S N I O P I E L B I B E U 

F E S T I V E V E S D R E H P E H S 

P O H P E S O J S C R I P T U R E S 

Scriptures 
Shepherds 
Son of God 
Snow 
Star 
Travel 

Wait 
Wise Men 
Worship 
Zion 


