
  

December 11, 2022 ☩ THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

The third service in this “Conversations with the Angels” Advent  series focuses 
on the praises the angels sang to Jesus at various times.  Their glad songs serve as 
examples for us as we welcome the Christ Child into our midst with joy. 
 

 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude Annie & Kacey Krohn Piano 
  

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21 
and Facebook Live.  We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and 
love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by snack bags.  If you are uncomfortable coming forward, 
please take the communion elements as you enter worship.  We will partake 
of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship service.  If you 
have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  Gluten Free 
wafers are available on request. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
319 South 5

th
 Street, Albion, Nebraska  68620 

www.zionalbion.org  + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 11am-4pm; Fri: 9am-Noon, 1-4pm 
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Confession & Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 Blessed be God, who forgives all our sin, 
 and whose mercy endures forever. 
 Amen. 
 

 The angels had a message that the shepherds needed. 
 The message was that there would be “peace on earth.” 
 We also need that message. 
 

 There are many who have disrupted peace 
 and we have done our own share of disrupting. 
 

 So let us confess our sins in the presence of God and one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 Almighty God, 
 we confess to you all of the sins by which we have offended you. 
 We deserve to suffer for our sins, both now and in eternity. 
 We are sorry for our sins 
 and we pray that you will look on us in mercy 
 and forgive us for the sake of Jesus our Savior, who 
 suffered the punishment for our sins when he died on the cross. 
 

 We rejoice with the angels that through Christ, the Prince of Peace, 
 peace will be restored among those with whom he is pleased. 
 So with confidence, I share with you the good news  
 that the Prince of Peace, by his suffering, death and resurrection,  
 forgives us all our sins in the name of the Father, 
 and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 

The Third Sunday of Advent 
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4 
Music: Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879 
Public Domain 

Call to Worship 
 O Wisdom, proceeding from the mouth of the Most High, 
 ruling over the universe unto the ends of the earth 
 with tenderness and power, 
 come and teach us the way of wisdom. 
 

 O Lord, Head of the house of Israel,  
 who appeared to Moses in the burning bush 
 and gave him the Law on Mount Sinai, 
 come open-armed to redeem us. 
 

 O Branch of Jesse, arising as a sign among the nations, 
 before whom kings will keep silence 
 and to whom nations will call for help, 
 come to deliver us; delay no longer. 

Gathering Song Angels, from the Realms of Glory #275 
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 O Key of David, Scepter of the house of Israel, 
 you open that which no one can close 
 and close that which no one can open: 
 come and deliver the prisoner lying in dark captivity 
 and in the shadow of death. 
 

 O Morning Star, Splendor of eternal light and Sun of righteousness, 
 come and enlighten those living in darkness 
 and in the shadow of death. 
 

 O King of nations, you answer their longing, O Cornerstone. 
 You who reconcile the nations opposed, 
 come and save us whom you made from dust. 
 

 O Emmanuel, our King and Lawgiver, Hope and Savior of all nations, 
 come and save us, O Lord our God. Amen.  
 
Kyrie Of the Father’s Love Begotten #295 
 Speak to the daughter of Zion and cry to her: 
 “Behold, your King is coming to you!” 

 Prepare the way of the Lord; clear a straight path for him, 
 and all mankind shall see the salvation of our God. 
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 The Lord is at hand.  Have no anxiety about anything, 
 but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
 let your requests be made known to God. 

 Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, 
 when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 
 and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, 
 and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
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Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413; tr. Composite 
Music: Plainsong mode, V, 13th cent. 
Public Domain 

 The Lord is near to all who call upon him, 
 to all who call upon him in truth. 
 He fulfills the desire of all who fear him; 
 he also hears their cry and saves them. 
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Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray… (A brief silence is kept.) 
 O gracious God, 
 you announced good news to the world through the voices of angels. 
 Let us continue to sing your praises for the birth of your Son, Jesus, 
 who arrived to give us new life in you. 
 May our thoughts, words and deeds be a love song to you 
 for your power to free us from sin, death and the devil 
 through the cross and empty grave of Jesus. 
 We await the day when our voices blend 
 with the voices of the saints and angels in heaven 
 as we gather around the throne of your risen Son  
 to give him endless thanks and adoration.  Amen. 
 
The Lighting of the Advent Wreath The Sherburne/Tisthammer Family 
 AF: In this season of Advent, we celebrate God’s joy. 
  Knowing that Christ is coming to bring healing and wholeness  
  to the world, is a source of genuine delight! 
 

 AF: When we gather for worship it is a celebration, an opportunity  
  to rejoice in all that God is doing among us and beyond us. 
  Our lives are marked by laughter and friendship, 
  as we love our neighbors with wide smiles and open arms. 
 

 AF: Even when we face difficulty and trouble we sing a song of faith, 
  confident that Jesus is able to redeem our suffering world. 
  Together, we are a sign of God’s joy for the world. 
 

 AF: Let us pray.  (A brief silence is kept.) 
  God of transformation, we rejoice that you lift up the lowly  
  and fill the hungry with good things. 
  We marvel at your power to change hearts and lives.  
  Fill us with your Spirit this season so that our voices declare  
  your goodness and our lives proclaim your mercy in Jesus Christ. 
  Amen. 

(The third candle of the wreath is lit.) 
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Advent Wreath Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #257 (v. 3) 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191. 
Music: French processional, 15th cent.  Public Domain 

Choir Anthem One King Borders & Alexander 
 

Kings of earth on a course unknown, bearing gifts from afar; 
hoping, praying, following yonder star. 

Silhouette of a caravan painted against the sky; 
wise men searching for the Holy Child. 

 

One king held the frankincense, one king held the myrrh, 
one king held the purest gold, and one King held the hope of the world 

 

A star hangs over Bethlehem; a journey ends in the night. 
Three kings trembling behold the glorious sight. 

 

Heaven's treasure Emmanuel, drawing men to bow down; 
tiny baby, born to wear a crown. 

 

One king held the frankincense, one king held the myrrh, 
one king held the purest gold, and one King held the hope of the world 
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God rest ye merry gentlemen, let nothing you dismay. 
Remember Christ, our Savior was born on Christmas day 

to save us all from Satan’s pow’r when we were gone astray 
Oh, tiny baby, born to wear a crown 

 

One king held the frankincense, one king held the myrrh, 
one king held the purest gold, and one King held the hope of the world 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7-9  
God does not delegate divine intervention to a messenger or angel. God’s own presence 
brings salvation. The prophet and all who read these words join in celebrating God’s 
gracious deeds. God trusts that God’s people will not act falsely. 
 

 A reading from Isaiah. 
 7I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, 
  the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, 
 because of all that the Lord has done for us, 
  and the great favor to the house of Israel 
 that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
  according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
 8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
  children who will not deal falsely”; 
  and he became their savior 9in all their distress. 
 It was no messenger or angel 
  but his presence that saved them; 
 in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
  he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 148 
 Let us read Psalm 148 responsively. 
 

 1Hallelujah!  Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
 praise God in the heights. 
  2Praise the Lord, all you angels; 
  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
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 3Praise the Lord, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 
  4Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, 
  and you waters above the heavens. 
 

 5Let them praise the name of the Lord, who commanded, 
 and they were created, 
  6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 
  giving them a law that shall not pass away. 
 

 7Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 
  8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 

 9mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
  10wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
 

 11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes 
 and all rulers of the world; 
  12young men and maidens, old and young together. 
 

 13Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
 whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
  14The Lord has raised up strength for the people 
  and praise for all faithful servants, the children of Israel, 
  a people who are near the Lord.  Hallelujah! 
 
Epistle Reading Revelation 22:1-7 
The tree of life is now in the midst of New Jerusalem, representing God's people having 
full fellowship with God and full access to God forever. 
 

 A reading from Revelation. 
 1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 
 crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the 
 middle of the street of the city.  On either side of the river is the tree of 
 life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the 
 leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.  3Nothing accursed 
 will be found there any more.  But the throne of God and of the Lamb 
 will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4they will see his face, 
 and his name will be on their foreheads.  5And there will be no more 
 night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their 
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 light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
  6And he said to me, "These words are trustworthy and true, for the 
 Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show 
 his servants what must soon take place." 
  7See, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of 
 the prophecy of this book.  
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Verse Hark, the Glad Sound! #239 (v. 3) 

Text: Phillip Doddridge, 1702-1751 
Music: Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820 
Public Domain 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 15:1-10 
Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found 
and sinners repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so 
precious to God that their recovery brings joy in heaven. 
 

 The Holy Gospel according St. Luke, the 15th Chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to 
 [Jesus.]  2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, 
 “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
  3So he told them this parable:  4“Which one of you, having a hundred 
 sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 
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 wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it?  5When he 
 has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices.  6And when he 
 comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 
 ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’  7Just so, I 
 tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 
 than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
  8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, 
 does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she 
 finds it?  9When she has found it, she calls together her friends and 
 neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had 
 lost.’  10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of 
 God over one sinner who repents.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Children's Time 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day Joy to the World #267 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith... 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 P As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, 
  let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope. 

A brief silence. 

 A Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. 
  Equip the global church to magnify your love and peace 
  in every land.  We pray for the work of the Lutheran World Federation 
  and ELCA Global Mission. 
  God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 
Music: English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 
Public Domain 
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 P Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. 
  Revive lands we have squandered and depleted. 
  Make gardens flourish in cities and neighborhoods. 
  Cleanse polluted air and water so living things 
  may breathe, drink, and praise you. 
  God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

 A Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. 
  End racism and oppression. 
  Deliver all who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. 
  Reconcile nations and peoples in conflict. 
  Help us pray for our enemies. 
  God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. 
  Comfort any in distress because of worry, illness, or loss, especially… 
  Strengthen and protect health care workers, rescue teams, 
  crisis counselors, and all who risk themselves to keep others safe. 
  God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

 A Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. 
  Give us calm and patient hearts as we gather with family and friends. 
  Keep us mindful of those for whom this season is not happy. 
  Console the grieving and surround them with loving support. 
  God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence. 
  God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 A Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, 
  and with all the saints, that your mercy endures for all generations. 
  Look with favor on those who have died 
  and lead us to joyfully sing of your everlasting promises. 
  God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

 P God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. 
  By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them 
  with the prayers of all your children.  In Jesus’ name we pray. 
  Amen. 
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Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response In the Bleak Midwinter #294 (v. 3) 

☩ MEAL ☩ 
Great Thanksgiving (Tune: Good King Wenceslas) 

  

          May  the  Lord  be     with  you  all.         And with you,  his     serv  -    ant. 
         Lift   your hearts un -  to     the  Lord.      Lift  we hearts most   fer   -    vent. 

      Let    us    give  our   thanks  to    God.       God made   us   con  -  fess    -   ing. 

   Good and right it     is    to   do,       and   it  has   his     bless        -        ing. 

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894 
Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934 
Public Domain 
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            Ho   -  ly,     ho   -  ly,     ho - ly  Lord!    God   of   hosts   by  all        a - dored! 

         Heav’n and earth      can-not con - tain          all    the    glor – y    of   Your  name! 

          Hail,   ho - san  - na,  God most  high!      Blest  is    He  who   now draws nigh 

            In       the name of     God    the King!      Hal - le -  lu   -  jahs glad  we   sing: 

          Hail,       ho-san- na!   Prais-es  due            be    for -  ev   -  er,  Lord  to    You! 

 

Public Domain 

Proper Preface 
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
  that we should at all times and in all places 
   give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
    through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
  you have opened the eyes of faith  
   to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
    that beholding the God made visible, 
     we may be drawn to the love of God whom we cannot see. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
  with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy (Tune: #270, Hark!) 
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Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 Holy are you, and blessed is your Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

 As Mary and Joseph went from Galilee to Bethlehem  
  and there found no room,  
   so, Jesus went from Galilee to Jerusalem  
    and was despised and rejected. 
 

 As in the poverty of a stable Jesus was born, 
  so, by the baptism of his suffering, death and resurrection 
  You gave birth to your Church,  
   delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
    and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
 

 As your Word became flesh,  
  born of a woman on that night long ago, 
   so, on the night in which he gave himself up for us – 
 

 Jesus took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread,  
  gave it to his disciples and said: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 When the supper was over, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, 
  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
  we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
   as a holy and living sacrifice. 
 Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us gathered here, 
  and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
 

 By your Holy Spirit make us one with Christ, 
  one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world 
   until Christ comes in final victory 
    and we feast at his heavenly banquet.  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei Lamb of God (Tune: #517) 

            O         Lamb   of    God,     in    man  -  ger     laid,          the         debt    of 

          all       the world you paid,        that       we   from sin   might find     re – lease 

         have               mer   –   cy          on          us;        grant       us        peace. 

Public Domain 

Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 

 
Distribution Hymn Go Tell It on the Mountain #290 
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. 
Music: African American spiritual 
Public Domain 

Distribution Hymn Good Christian Friends, Rejoice #288 
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Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866 
Music: German carol, 14th cent.; arr. Robert L. Pearsall, 1795-1856 
Public Domain 

Table Blessing 
 The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
 strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
 bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
 As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
 sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
 Guide us toward your promised future, 
 coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 Now may God, before whom the angels veil their faces 
 and in whose presence they delight — 

 the Father, ☩ Son and the Holy Spirit — 
 bless us, keep us, and bring us to everlasting life.  Amen. 



21 

Sending Song Angels We Have Heard on High  #289 

Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 
Music: French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958 
Public Domain 

Liturgy reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by  
permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 15447-LIT. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission.  Other liturgy reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for the Parish, Conversations with 
Angels Advent worship kit.  © 1986/2022 , a division of Bayard, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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