
  

December 1, 2024 ☩ FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Have you ever wondered what the prophet Isaiah would say to us today?  During Advent 
this year we have the opportunity to find out!  Each week “Isaiah” will address the 
congregation and explain the meaning and background behind his most well-known 
prophecies about the coming of Christ.  In this week’s theme, The Light, Isaiah reveals 
insights about Christ, who came to lighten our dark world of sin with his love.  (Isaiah 2:1-5) 
 

 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 

 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21 
and Facebook Live.  We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and 
love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by pre-packaged elements.  If you are uncomfortable coming 
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship.  We 
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship 
service.  If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  
Gluten Free wafers are available on request. 
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Confession & Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 Blessed be the Holy Trinity, One God, 
 who forgives all our sin; whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 

 The Son of righteousness shall rise with shining beams of healing, 
 so that we may gather under the wings of God’s mercy.  Amen. 
 

 Let us confess our sins to the God of Light and Hope. 
(Silence for meditation & self-examination) 

 Advent Lord, 
 because of our sin, we too often live in hopelessness. 
 We get caught up in the brokenness, heartache 
 and pain of this current world. 
 Lead us to see how you brought hope into our hopelessness 
 when you brought light into our darkness. 
 Shine your bright star of hope into our lives 
 and make us new by your grace.  Amen. 
 

 Hear the Good News: Jesus Christ is the light of the world.  
 He is the Bright Star of Bethlehem.  When he was born to save us  
 he shattered the darkness of our sin, bringing hope to the world. 
 Now we live in this sure and certain hope 
 that all our sins are forgiven through Christ! 
 Amen.  Thanks be to God, the Light of the world. 
 
Litany for the New Church Year 
 God says, “See, I am doing a new thing! 
 Now it springs up.  Do you not perceive it? 
 I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.” 

The First Sunday of Advent 
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 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, that person is a new creation; 
 the old has gone, the new has come! 
 

 The God, whose mercies are new to us every morning, 
 has brought us by His grace to this new day, to this new Advent,  
 and to this new Church Year. 
 In the confidence that we are sustained by His grace, 
 we enter into this new church year. 
 In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

 God’s abundant and unending love 
 far exceeds the volume of this year’s needs. 
 Let us rejoice with thanks and embrace another year of God’s grace. 
 God: Father, Son and Spirit dear, 
 to all our pleas incline thine ear. 
 Upon our lives rich blessing trace, 
 in this new year of your unending grace.  Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn Come, Walk Into the Light (Tune: #717)  

Words: Creative Communications for the Parish.  Used y permission. 
Music: Aaron Williams, 1731-1776 
Public Domain 
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Advent Litany 
 Advent is upon us, a season of wondering, watching and waiting. 
 Come into our world, Lord Jesus. 
 

 We look for signs of God’s presence around us, 
 waiting for God to come in new ways. 
 Come into our lives, Lord Jesus. 
 

 We wait with hope, peace, joy, and love. 
 Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus. 
 

 Come!  Let us worship God who is breaking into  
 our world, our lives, and our hearts in new ways! 
 Come unto us, Lord Jesus, and do something new in us.  Amen. 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 From the one who is, who was, and who is to come, 
 from the Almighty Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit: 
 grace, light, and peace be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
Hymn of Praise Hark the Glad Sound Bell Choir 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath Advent Family 
 One candle is lit to remind us that we walk in the light of the Lord. 
 The light of Jesus overcomes the darkness of sin. 
 

 The light of Jesus shatters the darkness of despair. 
 The light of Jesus drives out even the darkness of death. 
 

 One candle is lit to remind us that we walk in the light of the Lord. 
 Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
Advent Prayer 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.)  
 Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Light of the World. 
 Teach us that walking in your light means 
 walking under the favor of your forgiveness, 
 walking with your very presence, receiving your grace-filled care, 
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 and living according to your truth.  Shine your perfect light upon us 
 and drive out all the darkness of sin, death and the devil.  Amen. 
 

(Advent Family lights one candle as the hymn is sung.) 
 

Advent Wreath Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #257 (v #1) 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. Composite;  
Used by permission Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191 
 Music: French processional, 15th cent.  Public Domain 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

Scripture Reading Isaiah 2:1-5 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
  2In days to come the mountain of the LORD's house 
   shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
   and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3Many peoples shall come and say, 
   "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
   to the house of the God of Jacob; 
   that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths." 
  For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
   and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
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  4He shall judge between the nations, 
   and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
   they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
   and their spears into pruning hooks; 
   nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
   neither shall they learn war any more. 
  5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!  
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Scripture Reading Romans 13:11-14 
A reading from Romans. 
 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for 
 you to wake from sleep.  For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
 became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near.  Let us then lay 
 aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live 
 honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 
 debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.  14Instead, 
 put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
 gratify its desires. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia Verse  ELW setting 8 
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Holy Gospel John 1:6-14 
 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st Chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7He came as a 
 witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  8He 
 himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  9The true 
 light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 
 yet the world did not know him.  11He came to what was his own, and 
 his own people did not accept him.  12But to all who received him, who 
 believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who 
 were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 
 but of God. 
  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
 his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children's Time 
Sermon The Light 
 
Hymn of the Day Arise, Your Light Has Come #314 

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947; Music: William H. Walter, 1825-1893 
Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL 60638. 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 
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Nicene Creed 
 Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith... 
 We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father,  
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
   and became truly human. 
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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The Great Litany #238 
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Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response In the Bleak Midwinter #294 (v. 3) 

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894 
Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934 
Public Domain 

Text and music: Lutheran Book of Worship, alt. © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress  
Used by permission Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191 

  

☩ MEAL ☩ 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Proper Preface 
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
  that we should at all times and in all places 
   give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
    through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
  through whom you will also make all things new 
   in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
  with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy ELW setting 8 
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Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
  Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
  Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
  Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
  Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
  Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
  Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, 
  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

 With this bread and cup 
  we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
 We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
 We look with hope for his coming. 
 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
 Come among us.  Bless this meal. 
 May your Word take flesh in us.  Awaken your people. 
 Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
 Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

 All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,  
 Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 
 one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei Lamb of God ELW setting 8 

Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
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Distribution Hymn Angels We Have Heard on High #289 

Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 
Music: French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958 
Public Domain 
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Distribution Hymn Angels, from the Realms of Glory #275 

Table Blessing 
 May the Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
 strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 God for whom we wait, 
 in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day 
 when the hungry will be fed with good things. 
 Send us forth to make known your deeds 
 and to proclaim the greatness of your name; 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4 
Music: Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879 
Public Domain 
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Hymn continues on the next page. 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 From Christ, who is the Light of the world, the Light of all nations,  
 and the glory of God’s people, Israel, 
 be all grace, and mercy, and peace.  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn Shine, Jesus, Shine #671 
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Text & Music: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950 
© 1987 Make Way Music 
Used by permission with CCLI License #11068244 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Liturgy reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by  
permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 15447-LIT. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission.  Other liturgy reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for the Parish, Interviews with Isaiah 
Advent worship kit.  © 2012 , a division of Bayard, Inc. All rights reserved. 

“Christmas lights up the world, 
doesn’t it Daddy?” 


