Z1ION LUTHERAN CHURCH
319 South 5™ Street, Albion, Nebraska 68620

www.zionalbion.org + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed

December 1, 2024 + FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Have you ever wondered what the prophet Isaiah would say to us today? During Advent
this year we have the opportunity to find out! Each week “Isaiah” will address the
congregation and explain the meaning and background behind his most well-known
prophecies about the coming of Christ. In this week’s theme, The Light, Isaiah reveals
insights about Christ, who came to lighten our dark world of sin with his love. (isaiah 2:1-5)

T+ GATHERING ++

Prelude
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.)

Welcome

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion! We offer a warm welcome

to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21
and Facebook Live. We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and
love in this worship service.

Holy Communion will be celebrated today. At the table of our Lord Jesus
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the
Gospel. All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed
in person or by pre-packaged elements. If you are uncomfortable coming
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship. We
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship
service. If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.
Gluten Free wafers are available on request.
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"The First Sunday of Adwvent

Confession & Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, One God,
who forgives all our sin; whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

The Son of righteousness shall rise with shining beams of healing,
so that we may gather under the wings of God’s mercy. Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the God of Light and Hope.

(Silence for meditation & self-examination)
Advent Lord,
because of our sin, we too often live in hopelessness.
We get caught up in the brokenness, heartache
and pain of this current world.
Lead us to see how you brought hope into our hopelessness
when you brought light into our darkness.
Shine your bright star of hope into our lives
and make us new by your grace. Amen.

Hear the Good News: Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

He is the Bright Star of Bethlehem. When he was born to save us
he shattered the darkness of our sin, bringing hope to the world.
Now we live in this sure and certain hope

that all our sins are forgiven through Christ!

Amen. Thanks be to God, the Light of the world.

Litany for the New Church Year
God says, “See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up. Do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.”
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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, that person is a new creation;
the old has gone, the new has come!

The God, whose mercies are new to us every morning,

has brought us by His grace to this new day, to this new Advent,
and to this new Church Year.

In the confidence that we are sustained by His grace,

we enter into this new church year.

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

God’s abundant and unending love

far exceeds the volume of this year’s needs.

Let us rejoice with thanks and embrace another year of God’s grace.
God: Father, Son and Spirit dear,

to all our pleas incline thine ear.

Upon our lives rich blessing trace,

in this new year of your unending grace. Amen.

Opening Hymn Come, Walk Into the Light (Tune: #717)
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1 Come,walk in - to the  light to meet our glor - 1ous King
2 The Spir -1t gives us  peace that fills our hearts with hope
3 This life a  jour -ney 1S through val- leys dark and gray,
4 While in  this world we  wait for Christ a - gain  to come,
5 The Child, God’s on - ly Son, brings heav -en’s pres - ence here
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to flee the dark-ness of thenightand glad-some prais-es bring.
to give our sin - sick souls re-leaseand with our tr1 -als cope.
But God walks with all who are his to help a - long the way.
God grant us grace to cel - e-brate un - til our la-bor’s done.
to makeus with the Fa - therone and his own chil-dren dear.

Words: Creative Communications for the Parish. Used y permission.
Music: Aaron Williams, 1731-1776
Public Domain



Advent Litany
Advent is upon us, a season of wondering, watching and waiting.
Come into our world, Lord Jesus.

We look for signs of God’s presence around us,
waiting for God to come in new ways.
Come into our lives, Lord Jesus.

We wait with hope, peace, joy, and love.
Come into our hearts, Lord Jesus.

Come! Let us worship God who is breaking into
our world, our lives, and our hearts in new ways!
Come unto us, Lord Jesus, and do something new in us. Amen.

Apostolic Greeting
From the one who 1s, who was, and who is to come,
from the Almighty Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit:
grace, light, and peace be with you all.

And also with you.
Hymn of Praise Hark the Glad Sound Bell Choir
Lighting of the Advent Wreath Advent Family

One candle is lit to remind us that we walk in the light of the Lord.
The light of Jesus overcomes the darkness of sin.

The light of Jesus shatters the darkness of despair.
The light of Jesus drives out even the darkness of death.

One candle is lit to remind us that we walk 1n the light of the Lord.
Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.

Advent Prayer
Let us pray... (4 briefsilence is kept.)
Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Light of the World.
Teach us that walking in your light means
walking under the favor of your forgiveness,
walking with your very presence, receiving your grace-filled care,
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and living according to your truth. Shine your perfect light upon us
and drive out all the darkness of sin, death and the devil. Amen.

(Advent Family lights one candle as the hymn is sung.)

Advent Wreath Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #257 v#1)
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Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Kdln, 1710; tr. Composite;
Used by permission Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191
Music: French processional, 15" cent. Public Domain
Scripture Reading Isaiah 2:1-5
A reading from Isaiah.

'The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

’In days to come the mountain of the LORD's house

shall be established as the highest of the mountains,

and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.
*Many peoples shall come and say,

"Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,

to the house of the God of Jacob;

that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths."
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,

and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
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*He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
>0 house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Scripture Reading Romans 13:11-14
A reading from Romans.
""Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we
became believers; '“the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay
aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; "let us live
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. '“Instead,
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to
gratify its desires.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel John 1:6-14
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1% Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. *He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. *The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

'"He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;
yet the world did not know him. '"He came to what was his own, and
his own people did not accept him. '“But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, *who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man,
but of God.

" And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen
his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Children's Time
Sermon The Light
Hymn of the Day Arise, Your Light Has Come #314
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2 A - nsc, your hght has  come! Fhng wide the pns-on  door;
3 A - nse, your light has  come!  All you in sor-row  born,
4 A - nse, your light has  come! The moun-tains burst in song!
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show forth the glo-ry ol your God which shines on you to - day.
pro - claim the cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good td - ings to the poor.
bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and  com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing, God's pow'r will make us  strong.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947; Music: William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL 60638.
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706
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Nicene Creed
Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith...
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Great Litany
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From all sin, {rom all error,

from all evil;
from the cunning assaulls
of the devil;
from an unprepared and

g - vil death: Good Lord, de - liv-er us.
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From war. bloodshed, and violence:
fram corrupl and unjust government;
from sech - tion and treason: Good Lord,de- liv-er ws.

From epidemic, drought, and famine;
from fire and Aood, earthquake,
lightning, and storm,
and from ever - last- ing death:  Good Lord,de-liv-er us.
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By the mystery of your incarnation; by your ho - ly birth: Help us, good Lord.

By your haptism, fasting, and temptation;
by your agony und bloody sweat;

by your cross and suffering; by vour death and burial: Help us, good Lord.
By vour resurrection and ascension:
by the gift of the Ho - ly Spiri: Help us, good Lord.
B
"@P o e .+ ° ° " o te

In all time of our tribulation:
in all time of our prosperity;
in the hour of death; and in the day of judg-ment: Save us, good Lord.
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To rule and govern your holy catholic church;
to guide all servants of your church
in the love of your word and in holiness of life;
to put an end to all schisms
and causes of otfense to those who would believe;
and to bring into the way of truth all who have gone a - stray:
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To beat down Satan under our feet;
Lo send faithlul workers into your harvest;
o accompany your word with your Spirit and power:
1o raise up those who fall
and Lo strengthen those who stand:
and to comfort und help the fainthearted and the dis - tressed:
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We im - plore you to hear ws, good Lord.
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To give o all nations justice and peace:

1o preserve our country [rom discord and strife;

10 direct and guard those who have civil authorny;

and to bless and guide all  our peo - ple:
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We im - plore yom to hear us, good Lord.
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To behold and help all who are in danger, need. or tribulation;
to protect and guide all who travel;
Lo preserve and provide for all women in childbirth;
1o watch over children and to guide the young;
10 heal the sick and o strengihen their families and friends:
Lo bring reconciliation w familics in discord;
to provide for the unemployed and for all in need;
1o be merciful to all who are imprisoned;
1o support, comlort, and guide
all orphans, widowers, and widows;
and to have merey on all your peo-ple:
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We im-plore you to hear us, good Lord.
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Text and music: Lutheran Book of Worship, alt. © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress
Used by permission Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191

Peace
The Peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
+ OFFERING

Offering Response In the Bleak Midwinter #294 (v. 3)
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yet  what I can I  give him— give my heart.
Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
Music: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Public Domain
-+ MEAL
Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Proper Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat, this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.

Come among us. Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray together as Jesus taught us...

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat:
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
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Distribution Hymn Angels We Have Heard on High #289
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Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864
Music: French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958

Public Domain
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Distribution Hymn  Angels, from the Realms of Glory

#275
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Come and wor-ship. come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ. the

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857,
Music: Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879
Public Domain

Table Blessing

new - bom king.

st. 4

May the Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,

strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer
Let us pray... (4 briefsilence is kept.)
God for whom we wait,
in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day
when the hungry will be fed with good things.
Send us forth to make known your deeds
and to proclaim the greatness of your name;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
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+ SENDING +

Announcements

Benediction
From Christ, who is the Light of the world, the Light of all nations,

and the glory of God’s people, Israel,
be all grace, and mercy, and peace. Amen.

Closing Hymn Shine, Jesus, Shine #671
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Shine, Je - sus, shine, fill this land with the Fa-ther's glo - ry;
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blaze, Spir - it, blaze, set our hearts on fire.
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Flow, riv - er, flow, flood the na - tions with grace and mer - cy;
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send forth your Word,  Lord, and let  there be light!
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I Lord, the light of your love is shin - ing, in the midst of the
2 As we gaze on your king - ly bright-ness, so our fac - es dis-
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dark - ness, shin - ing;  Je - sus, light of the world, shine up-on us,
play your like - ness, ev - er chang-ing from glo - ry to glo - ry,

Hymn continues on the next page.
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set us free by the truth you now bring us.
mir - rored here, may our lives tell your sto - 1y

Shine on me, shine on me:
Shine on me, shine on me:

Text & Music: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950
© 1987 Make Way Music
Used by permission with CCLI License #11068244

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Reprinted with permission of Bil Keane
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from The Joyful N

“Christmas lights up the world,
doesn’t it Daddy?”

Liturgy reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by
permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 15447-LIT. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version
Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved.
Used by permission. Other liturgy reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for the Parish, Interviews with Isaiah
Advent worship kit. © 2012, a division of Bayard, Inc. All rights reserved.
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