Looking for a Sign
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Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to
me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never

be thirsty. John 6:35 (NIV)
Based on John 6:24-35 (NIV)
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ACROSS

1.

A food made from flour and
water, mixed together and baked

DOWN

2.

To last forever; to be withoutend

_ _ 3. To have a desire for food
4. ;I'o acceptsomething as being 5. Asignal thatsomething exists or
rue _ ‘ might happen in the future
6. The period between birth and 7. To put food into your mouth,
death . .
5 The ol " Godand th chew it, and swallow it
. e place where God and the L .
angels live 8. The earth with its inhabitants
10. To have a desire for water.
HEAVEN ETERENAL WORLD HUMNMGRY SIGN
EAT THIRSTY BREAD BELIEVE LIFE
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Z1ION LUTHERAN CHURCH
319 South 5™ Street, Albion, Nebraska 68620

www.zionalbion.org + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed

August 4, 2024 + The 11™ Sunday after Pentecost

Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who were there press him
for a sign of his power, perhaps it is daily manna they want. As always in John’s gospel
when people want a sign, Jesus offers himself. He is the bread come from heaven to give
life to the world. He calls us to come to him and believe in him, and through that
relationship to know the one who sent him.

T+ GATHERING +

Prelude
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.)

Welcome

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion! We offer a warm welcome

to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21
and Facebook Live. We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and
love in this worship service.

Holy Communion will be celebrated today. At the table of our Lord Jesus
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the
Gospel. All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed
in person or by pre-packaged elements. If you are uncomfortable coming
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship. We
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship
service. If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.

Gluten Free wafers are available on request.
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The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Confession & Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

“I am the Bread of life,” says Jesus Christ.

“Whoever cats of this bread will never die.”

If we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Prepare to be invited to the banquet of the Lord.

(Silence for confession and self-examination.)
Most merciful God,
despite the kindness of your generosity,
we live in the futility of greed,
corrupt and deluded by desire.
We hunger and thirst for righteousness.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

The Bread of Life was given for the life of the world.

In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake our sins are forglven

Whoever comes to him will never hunger;

whoever believes in him will never thirst.

Lord, give us this bread always! Amen.
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WORD SEARCH

WORD LIST € )
AWAY =
BOAT
BREAD
DAY
DISCIPLES

CROSSWEORD

USING THE UNDERLINED WORDS BELOW,
FILL IN THE BOXES ON THE NEXT PAGE.

TAND JESUS SAID UNTO THEM, I AM THE
BREAD OF LIFE: HE THAT COMETH TO ME
SHALL NEVER HUNGER; AND HE THAT
BELIEVETH ON ME SHALL NEVER THIRST.”

"BUT I SAID UNTO YOU, THAT YE ALSO HAVE
SEEN ME, AND BELIEVE NOT.*

"ALL THAT THE EATHER 6IVETH ME SHALL
COME TO ME: AND HIM THAT COMETH TO ME
I WILL IN NO WISE CAST OUT.”
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Dismissal Gathering Song Blessed Assurance #638
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 0. , —_—

Thanks be to God. e ! il J—o—& — —J i’.u 2 I ‘I#
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!

. . I am B 2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
LOO klng for a Slgn a«‘;_‘__t";gfnﬁﬁ:: 3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Then Jesus declared, "l am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never (i~ I i i o i 9 . | | J AI ‘i |
go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. John 6:35 (NIV) e g o
Each number represents a letier of the alphabet. Substitute the correct letier Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
for the numbers 1o reveal the coded words. an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look -ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
T Refrain
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1 29.6.92.24.96.2310 This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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2. 25-22-10-20-22-7-22 B | — | : — - il o =’ J a}-
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3. 19-22-23-7-22-26 L o L .
this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

4 10-20-11-22

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
5. 5-20-18-26 Music: ASSURANCE Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908
Public Domain

6. 6-19-20-24-56-12

7. 19-126-18-24-12 Opening Litany .
Christ, the Bread of Life,
8. 252422233 feed your people with the nourishment they need.
Fill us with your goodness and grace.
SIGN BREAD BELIEVE HEAVEN Bless the work that takes place in food pantries and homeless shelters,
ETERNAL LIFE HUNGRY THIRSTY where the poor and needy are given what they need.
May these places offer help and hope.
All music & liturgies are from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Bless the work that takes place with programs like “Meals on Wheels,”
Fores Lirsies Annua License 53139191, Seiptute auations (ncep prlm)fom he New Revised SndarVerion providing food to those who must stay home.
permision, Confsion & opein liany repriedwih penmisionfom Ceaive Commncations o the Fr, CWR progra. May these meals bring gladness and joy.
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Bless the work of farmers who plant the seeds and harvest the crops
for the people of this land.
May the crops be healthy and the harvest plentiful.

Bless the work of grocers who keep store shelves stocked with food.
May many households be fed with the food and drink found there.

Bless the work of world missions projects
established to help deliver food stuffs to third-world countries.
May our contributions keep these projects alive.

Bless the potlucks, luncheons, banquets, suppers, picnics, receptions,
and other meals served in our church.
May we welcome Christ into our midst every time we gather to eat.

Bless our celebrations of Holy Communion

and the sharing of your Word.

May your Body and Blood satisfy our souls

and may the Bible’s Good News gratify our minds.

Apostolic Greeting
The blessing of the Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
the glorious love bestowed by the + Son,
and the power of the promised Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Hymn of Praise Father, I Adore You W&P #37
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fore you; how I love you.

Text and music © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. Capitol Christian Music Group
Used by permission. CCLI License #11068244
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Benediction

May you go as God’s people who are blessed to be a blessing.

May you go in the name of Jesus to touch and heal the hurt around us.
May you go with a strong presence of God’s Holy Spirit
to be light and love to all the world.

May you go in the name of the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Sending Song On Our Way Rejoicing #537
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1 On our way re - joic - ing glad - ly let us go.
2 Un - to God the Fa - ther joy - ful songs we sing;
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Christ our Lord has con - quered; van - quished is  the foe.
un - to God the Sav - ior thank - ful hearts we  bring;
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Christ with - out, our safe - ty; Christ with - in, our joy;
un - to God the Spir - it bow we and a - dore,
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who, if we be faith - ful, can our hope de - stroy?
on our way tre - joic - ing now and ev - er - more.
Refrain
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On our way re - joic - ing; as we for - ward  move,
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hear-ken to our  prais - es, O blest God of love!

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.
Music: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879
Public Domain
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Distribution Hymn Eat This Bread #472
Refrain
¥ - - o B ]
1 fa S o oo Do e e o s e .
W “# *jﬁg* 'i’?‘*"ﬁ_—é* = ;
“Eat this bread, drink this cup, come to me and nev-er be hun-gry.
or Je - sus Christ, bread of life, those who come to you will not hun - ger.
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Eat this bread, drink this cup, trust in  me and you will not thirst.”
Je - sus Christ, ris - en Lord, those who trust in you will not thirst.
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Text:

Taizé Community

Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706

Table Blessing

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

Let us pray... (4 brief silence is kept.)

Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal,
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray. Amen.

Announcements

+ SENDING +

16

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray... (4 brief silence is kept.)
O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love,
you place your gifts before us; we eat and are satisfied.
Fill us and this world in all its need
with the life that comes from only you,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

-+ WORD ++
First Reading Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15

A food crisis becomes a faith crisis for the Israelites in the wilderness. The hungry
people forget God’s saving work in the exodus, and they wish for the food they had in
Egypt. Nevertheless, God miraculously meets their needs with manna for bread and
quail for meat.

A reading from Exodus.
“The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and
Aaron in the wilderness. “The Israelites said to them, “If only we had
died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the
fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

*Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven
for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that
day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction
or not.”

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the
Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’”
'And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they
looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the
cloud. "' The Lord spoke to Moses and said, '*I have heard the
complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat
meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you
shall know that I am the Lord your God.””

"In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the
morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. '“When the layer of
dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky
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substance, as fine as frost on the ground. "When the Israelites saw it,
they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was.
Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 78:23-29
Let us read Psalm 78 responsively.

S0 God commanded the clouds above
and opened the doors of heaven,
ralnlng down manna upon them to eat
and giving them grain from heaven.

S0 mortals ate the bread of angels;

God provided for them food enough.
**The Lorbp caused the east wind to blow in the heavens
and powerfully led out the south wind,

*’raining down flesh upon them like dust

and flying birds like the sand of the seas,
*letting them fall in the midst of the camp
and round about the dwellings.

*So the people ate and were well filled,
for God gave them what they craved.

Second Reading Ephesians 4:1-16
Christians share fundamental unity and diversity. Our unity consists in the one body,

one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God. Our diversity is expressed in
various forms of ministry whose goal is equipping the saints and building up Christ’s one
body.

A readzng from Epheszans

'T therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the
calling to Wthh you have been called, “with all humlllty and gentleness,
with patience, bearing with one another in love, maklng every effort to
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. “There is one body
and one Sp1r1t just as you were called to the one hope of your

calhng, one Lord, one faith, one baptlsm one God and Father of all,
who is above all and through all and 1n all.
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take a-waythe sin of the world; grant us peace.  Grant us  peace.
Distribution

If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat:
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

Distribution Hymn As We Gather at Your Table #522
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turnour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know,O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be stirred.

send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.

where tri - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
may we still  be - hold your im - age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the sound-ing joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711706

Music: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. Julius Rontgen, 1855-1932
Public Domain
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Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, gathered here,

and on these gifts

of bread and wine.

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
That we may be for the world the body of Christ,
redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other,
and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory
and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit in your holy church,

all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray together as Jesus taught us...

Our Father, who a

rt in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is

in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
Agnus Dei Lamb of God Family of God
e — ‘ — o e e
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the world; have
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sin  of the world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you
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Alleluia Verse

"But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s

gift. *Therefore it is said,

“When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive;

he gave gifts to his people.”
(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also
descended into the lower parts of the earth? '’"He who descended is the
same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill
all things.) ''The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, '“to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, *until
all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. '“We
must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every
wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful
scheming. ""But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every
way into him who is the head, into Christ, "*from whom the whole body,
joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as
each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building
itself up in love.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Family of God
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Holy Gospel John 6:24-35

Many of the five thousand people Jesus fed in the wilderness continued to follow him
throughout the countryside. Jesus challenges them to consider the real nature of their
quest.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 6™ Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord!

**When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside
the sea,] they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum
looking for Jesus.

**When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him,
“Rabbi, when did you come here?” **Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I
tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because
you ate your fill of the loaves. >’Do not work for the food that perishes,
but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will
give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” **Then
they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?”
*Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him
whom he has sent.” **So they said to him, “What sign are you going to
give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you
performing? *'Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is
written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”” **Then Jesus said to
them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread
from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from
heaven. *For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world.” **They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread
always.”

3 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me
will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time
Sermon
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Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
Though he was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor.
When hungry and tempted, he refused to make bread for himself
that he might be the bread of life for others.
When the multitudes were hungry, he fed them.
He broke bread with the outcast but drove the greedy out of the Temple.

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your church,
delivered us from slavery into sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us
he took bread, gave thanks to you; broke the bread,
gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Take, eat, this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over, he took the cup,
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Drink from this, all of you, this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me,”

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
13



A | e B . ~ Hymn of the Da What Feast of Love #4877
—H—L t  — — ‘ H— = For - |
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bread of life. 2. Now &) J’ o I — ! I' S d” J- # J” .- —
feast to come. A - men. J r
| What feastof love is of - fered here, what ban-quetcome from heav - en?
2 What lightof truth is of- fered here, what cov - ¢ - nant from heav - en?
+ MEAL +F 3 What wineof love is of - fered here, what crim-son drink from heav - en?
n “ 1 1
Great Thanksgiving i —— e i e }
The Lord be with you. And also with you. ~—+ = = - : #; s oo

What food of ev - er - last-ing life, what gra - cious gift is giv - en?
What hope of ev - er - last-ing life, what won-drous word is giv - en?
What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is giv - en?

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God,

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 0t . : i . ——— .
GO Ctre o e PTINO) 0w
Proper Preface ’ Thi h" ' Christ th k" he bread d fi h\J
. is, this 18 rist the king, the bread come down from eav - en.
AlwaYS and eve Y h.er'e you are WOI’thy of thanks and p rals,e’ This, this is Christ the king, the sun come down from heav - en.
Almighty, All-providing God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, This, this is Christ the king, the sweet-est wine of  heav - en.
the true Bread of Life, come down from heaven 0. .
that we might eat and not die, but be raised on the last day . it B o s }
and share forever in the feast to come. ~— — : : #J oo —+o
And so, with all who bear your name on earth Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
and all who praise vou name on high Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is giv - en!
. - P . y. g ’ . Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!
we join our voices in the everlasting hymn:
Text: Del Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Sanctus HOly, HOIy, HOly Family of God Mea(sic: I?Zr?gissh ll)laﬂ:rd, 16™ cent.
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706
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& » e T . o - — ¢ L Apostles’ Creed
Ho - ly, ho - Iy, ho - ly  Lord, ourGod of pow’r andmight,_ Sing Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith...
e I believe in God, the Father almighty,
& —— ; : - - — o ! ’
7. o e e o # i Som—— O s o S i 5 £ (e Wj_“—r—‘—‘_w,: creator of heaven and earth.
e e T . o
e , . . . I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly! Heav'n andearth are full of yourmaj - es- e was conceived bv the power of the Holv Soirit
H y the p y Sp
:}Mﬂ == 5 5 i?l') e T and born of the virgip Mz!ry.
\g = o i 7 o | w.ﬁl-—vﬂﬁl—i—pf”‘f He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
ty! Ho - san - na in__ the high-est! Blest is he who was crucified, died, and was buried.
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He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
P Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our hearts and our minds,

let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
(A brief silence is kept.)

A O Wise One,
your wisdom has been present in this world since its beginning.
Pour out your wisdom into the hearts of the whole church,
especially lay leaders, deacons, pastors, vicars, and bishops.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

P Holy God of all creation, you are the source of all life.
Where the sun blazes hard and strong, bring a gentle breeze.
In the places experiencing the cold of winter, bring your warmth.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A Compassionate God,
help government leaders of this world unite for peace and justice.

Humble all who hold authority,
that power is directed toward a more just society.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

P Bread of life from heaven, you feed us.
Fill all who hunger with needed nutrition and open our hearts

to eliminate hunger in this world. May we see a day when all are fed.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A O Wisdom of truth, help us to understand your will for the church.
Be with congregations experiencing transition, redevelopment,
and the exciting yet frightening path of newness.
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May your wisdom be found at every step.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence.

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

A Redeeming God, we give you thanks

for the lives and witness of your saints now departed.

Bring your beloved into eternal glory,
opening wide the gates to the heavenly banquet.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

P We lift up these prayers to you, gracious God.
Receive them into your holy keeping. Amen.

Peace
The Peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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Offering Response Your Vineyards, O Lord Family of God
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I. Your  vine - yards, 0] Lord, may they
(2)gath - er the hopes and the
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bear  fruit for you. Please fill  our cup full  of your
dreams of  all here; U - nite them in pray’r with these
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bless - ing, we pray. And gath - er a har - vest from
of - f'rings we bring. Pre - side at our ta - ble, and
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what you have sown, That we may be fed with the
grant us, we pray, A fore - taste  of your prom -'ised
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