
  

August 3, 2025 ☩ EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed by 
the “unhappy business” of life.  Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of 
greed.  We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and are 
encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.”  To that end we seek the 
sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word. 
 

 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21 
and Facebook Live.  We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and 
love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by pre-packaged elements.  If you are uncomfortable coming 
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship.  We 
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship 
service.  If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  
Gluten Free wafers are available on request. 
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Confession & Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 “As I live,” says the Lord, “I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, 
 but that the wicked should turn from their ways, and live.” 
 The Lord God seeks to bless us. 
 

 Let us therefore make confession of our sins, 
 that we may put to death what is earthly in us, 
 and be made more and more like our Creator. 

(Let us take a moment of silence for reflection and confession.) 

 Most merciful God, 
 we have sinned against you in our thinking, 
 our speaking, and our doing.   
 We deserve your wrath and punishment.   
 It is only for the sake of your obedient Son, Jesus Christ,  
 that we dare to ask for your forgiveness. 
 

 You have been raised to life with Christ. 
 Now set your heart on what is in heaven, where Christ is, 
 seated at the right hand of God. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
Gathering Hymn Glories of Your Name are Spoken LBW #358 
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Opening Litany 
 We have been given so much, O God, yet we so often seek even more. 
 Help us to do away with the foolishness of greed. 
 

 We have stored up so much for ourselves, O God, 
 yet we have stored up for ourselves those things that will never last. 
 Help us to store up for ourselves 
 the treasures that will last in heaven. 
 

 We have congratulated ourselves for the work we have done, O God, 
 yet we have so often forgotten to say thank you 
 for all that you have done for us. 
 Help us to glorify you in all that we do. 
 

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt. 
Music: Franz Joseph Haydn, 1732-1809  
Public Domain 
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 We have made plans for our lives on our own, O God,  
 without consulting you. 
 Help us to involve you in our planning for the future 
 and follow your will always.  Amen. 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
Hymn of Praise  Family of God 

Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray… (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Benevolent God, 
 you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. 
 Teach us to love what is worth loving, 
 to reject what is offensive to you, 
 and to treasure what is precious in your sight, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Reading Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 
The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation of 
wealth turns life into an empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next 
verse, it is good to find enjoyment in one’s work because such enjoyment is a gift from God. 
 

A reading from Ecclesiastes. 
  

2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
  12I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem,13applied my mind 
 to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is 
 an unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be busy 
 with.  14I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is 
 vanity and a chasing after wind.  
  18I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I 
 must leave it to those who come after me19— and who knows whether 
 they will be wise or foolish?  Yet they will be master of all for which I 
 toiled and used my wisdom under the sun.  This also is vanity.  20So I 
 turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my 
 labors under the sun,21because sometimes one who has toiled with 
 wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another 
 who did not toil for it.  This also is vanity and a great evil.  22What do 
 mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the 
 sun?  23For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; 
 even at night their minds do not rest.  This also is vanity  
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 49:1-12 
Let us read Psalm 49 responsively. 
 1Hear this, all you peoples; give ear, all who dwell in the world, 
  2you of high degree and low, rich and poor together. 
 
 3My mouth shall speak of wisdom; 
 and my heart shall meditate on understanding. 
  4I will incline my ear to a proverb  
  and set forth my riddle upon the harp. 
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 5Why should I be afraid in evil days, 
 when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me, 
  6the wickedness of those who put their trust 
  in their own prowess, and boast of their great riches? 
 

 7One can never redeem another, 
 or give to God the ransom for another’s life; 
  8for the ransom of a life is so great 
   that there would never be enough to pay it, 
 

 9in order to live forever and ever and never see the grave. 
  10

For we see that the wise die also; 
  like the dull and stupid they perish 
  and leave their wealth to those who come after them. 
 

 11Their graves shall be their homes forever, 
 their dwelling places from generation to generation, 
 though they had named lands after themselves. 
  12Even though honored, they cannot live forever; 
  they are like the beasts that perish. 
 

Second Reading Colossians 3:1-11 
Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values.  Just as the newly baptized 
shed their old clothes and put on new garments, so Christians are called to let go of 
greed and take hold of a life shaped by God’s love in Christ. 
 

A reading from Colossians. 
  1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
 above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  2Set your 
 minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth,3for you 
 have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  4When Christ 
 who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in 
 glory. 
  5Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, 
 impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry).  6On 
 account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are 
 disobedient.  7These are the ways you also once followed, when you 
 were living that life.  8But now you must get rid of all such things — 
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 anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your 
 mouth.  9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the 
 old self with its practices  10and have clothed yourselves with the new 
 self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its 
 creator.  11In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised 
 and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all 
 and in all! 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia Verse  Family of God 

Holy Gospel Luke 12:13-21 
In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.”  Jesus uses a parable to warn 
against identifying the worth of one's life with the value of one’s possessions rather than 
one’s relationship with God. 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12th Chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

  13Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, tell my brother to 
 divide the family inheritance with me."  14But he said to him, "Friend, 
 who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?"  15And he said to them, 
 "Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one's life 
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 does not consist in the abundance of possessions."  16Then he told them 
 a parable:  "The land of a rich man produced abundantly.  17And he 
 thought to himself, 'What should I do, for I have no place to store my 
 crops?'  18Then he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and 
 build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  
 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 
 many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.'  20But God said to him, 'You 
 fool!  This very night your life is being demanded of you.  And the 
 things you have prepared, whose will they be?'  21So it is with those who 
 store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God."  
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Children’s Time 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day We Give Thee but Thine Own #686 

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt. 
Music: L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantic Lauda, 1850 
Public Domain 

Apostles’ Creed 
 Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith… 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
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 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Intercession 
 P In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice 
  to the voice of the whole church and pray for the needs of the world. 

A brief silence. 

 A Renew in your church a perspective of life beyond worldly pursuits. 
  Build an enthusiasm to embrace life in Christ, 
  so that Christ, the life of the world, is revealed to everyone. 
   God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Revitalize and protect the treasures of wild places. 
  Teach all people to value the earth, winds, waters, trees, and animals, 
  the gifts that make life possible on this planet. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 A Speak wisdom to any in positions of power, 
  that they cease practices of divisiveness, insult, and oppression. 
  Clothe all people in your image, and establish equity and peace. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Reveal your loving presence 
  in the lives of people suffering hunger and need, illness and grief,  
  pain and fear, especially…   Give strength to those who give care, 
  and equip them with compassion as they make your love known. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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 A Store up in this congregation a full measure of gratitude and generosity. 
  Guide the work of treasurers and all who attend to financial matters. 
  Support those whose work in our community is difficult & demanding; 
  make us mindful of the toil that goes unnoticed. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence... 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 A Receive our thanks 
  for the lives of your saints who now rest from their labors. 
  Give us wisdom through their witness and encourage us in love 
  as we continue our lives in the world. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, 
  in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response  Family of God 
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☩ MEAL ☩ 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
 Blessed be your name, Father most holy, 
  for your steadfast love endures forever. 
 You called Israel to be your child, 
  and out of Egypt you brought forth your son. 
 When Israel turned away and refused you, 
  your compassion grew warm and strong and ruled over your anger, 
   and you led him with cords of kindness 
    and wrapped him in bands of love. 
 Because you could not withdraw, in your great mercy, 
  you sent your infant Son, eternally begotten of you, 
   not only for the children of Israel 
    but for all whom you would embrace 
     as your daughters and  sons. 
 By his sacrifice you turned toward the whole world in everlasting love. 
 And so we give you thanks with angels and archangels 
  and all the company of heaven, joining the unending hymn. 
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Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 Inexhaustible God, you have not stored up treasure for yourself 
  but instead have been rich toward us; 
   you did not keep your Son in heaven but sent him among us 
    to share your boundless inheritance of grace. 
 

 Send your Spirit upon your church, 
  that grace freely received may be freely shared. 
 Sanctify this bread and cup 
  that they may be for us the body and blood of your Son; 
 who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, 
  broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, 

Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 

  After supper Jesus took the cup. 
  Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy Family of God 
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Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as  you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

 Great is the mystery of faith. 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

 Creating God, in Christ you make a new family of faith 
  where there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free. 
 Revive your church in the very places 
  where human differences threaten to keep your disciples divided. 
 Wherever your church is in dispute with itself 
  and your disciples are in conflict with one another, 
   stir our hearts to repentance, 
    give us humility to discover what love means, 
     and open our imaginations to the life made possible in you. 
 Renew us and all creation in your image, 
  until the day when Christ is all and is in all, 
   Trinity of love and power, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
    and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Agnus Dei Lamb of God Family of God 

Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The Body of Christ given for you. 
The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 
Distribution Hymn Be Thou My Vision #793 
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Hymn continues on the next page. 

Distribution Hymn Leaning on the Everlasting Arms #774 

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931 
Music:  Irish Traditional 
Public Domain 
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Table Blessing 
 The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  
 make you strong to do His will, and keep you in His grace.  Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Life-giving God, 
 through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 
 and fed us with your mercy. 
 Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, 
 that all may come to know your love. 
 This we pray in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 
Benediction 

 The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 continue to bless you, comfort you, 
 and guide you in your journey of faith.  Amen. 

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929 
Music: Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924 
Public Domain 
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Sending Hymn How Great Thou Art #856 

Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989. 
Music: Swedish Folk tune; adapt. Stuart K. Hine 
Text and Music © 1953 S.K. Hine, assigned to Manna Music, Inc., OR 97135 
Used by permission with CCLI License #11068244 
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All music & liturgies are from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Used by  
permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Confession & opening litany reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for 
the Parish, CWR program.  Family of God liturgy Text & Music: Peter S. Klemp, b. 1967  © 2003 Used with permission. 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 



19 



20 


