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August 18, 2024 ☩ The 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Wisdom prepares a feast, sets her table, and invites all to come and eat her bread and 
drink her wine.  The first chapter of John’s gospel owes much to the biblical tradition 
that imagined Wisdom as existing before anything was created and having a role in the 
work of creation.  Christ, the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24), today invites us to eat his 
flesh and drink his blood.  John’s gospel includes no account of the institution of the 
Lord’s supper, but here we can't help hearing Jesus’ words as an invitation to the meal 
of bread and wine we share. 

 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21 
and Facebook Live.  We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and 
love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by pre-packaged elements.  If you are uncomfortable coming 
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship.  We 
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship 
service.  If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  
Gluten Free wafers are available on request. 
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Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed 
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Confession & Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 “I am the Bread of Life,” says Jesus Christ.   
 “Whoever eats of this bread will never die.” 
 If we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
 will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Prepare to be invited to the banquet of the Lord. 
 

(Silence for confession and self-examination.) 
 

 Most merciful God, 
 darkened by sin and deluded by Satan, 
 we seek wisdom which only you can give; 
 we hunger and thirst for righteousness. 
 For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
 so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 The Bread of Life was given for the life of the world. 
 In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us 
 and for his sake our sins are forgiven. 
 Whoever comes to him will never hunger; 
 whoever believes in him will never thirst. 
 Lord, give us this bread always!  Amen. 

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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Gathering Song Around You, O Lord Jesus #468 

Opening Litany 
 Trapped under the weight of our sins, we struggle to find a way out, 
 only to discover we cannot do it on our own. 
 We hunger and thirst for true righteousness, O Lord. 
 

 Christ has come, and true righteousness is ours by his death on the cross. 
 In him, our souls are satisfied, 
 and our sin is swallowed up by the true righteousness of Christ. 
 

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. composite 
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Used by permission with subscription SB159191 
Music: H. Thomissön, Den danske Psalmebog, 1569 
Public Domain 
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 Wars and rumors of wars divide nations, families, and friends. 
 We hunger and thirst for true peace, O Lord. 
 

 Christ has come, and he has brought peace on earth and good will to all. 
 In him, our souls are satisfied, and our chaos turns to calm. 
 

 Hurt feelings, physical discomforts, illnesses and injuries  
 plague our existence on earth. 
 We hunger and thirst for true comfort, O Lord. 
 

 Christ has come to soothe our sorrows, bind our wounds,  
 and drive away all fears. 
 In him, our souls are satisfied, and all discomforts are destroyed. 
 

 Without focus and direction, we wander around with no particular goal. 
 We hunger and thirst for true meaning in our lives, O Lord. 
 

 Christ has come to be the Way, the Truth, and the Life for us. 
 In him, our souls are satisfied, and we have heaven as our goal. 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 The blessing of the Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the glorious love bestowed by the ☩ Son, 
 and the power of the promised Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
Hymn of Praise Father, I Adore You W&P #37 

Text and music © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. Capitol Christian Music Group 
Used by permission.  CCLI License #11068244 
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All music & liturgies are from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191.   Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version  
Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by  
permission.  Confession & opening litany reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for the Parish, CWR program. 
Family of God liturgy Text & Music: Peter S. Klemp, b. 1967  © 2003 Used with permission. 

Benediction 
 May you go as God’s people who are blessed to be a blessing. 
 May you go in the name of Jesus to touch and heal the hurt around us. 
 May you go with a strong presence of God’s Holy Spirit 
 to be light and love to all the world. 
 May you go in the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Sending Song We Who Once Were Dead #495 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

Text: Muus Jacobse, 1909-1972; tr. Composite © 1967 Gooi en Sticht, BV, Baarn, The Netherlands. 
Music: Rik Veelenturf, b. 1936 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711706 
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Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray… (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Ever-loving God, 
 your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the world. 
 Fill us with such a knowledge of his presence 
 that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life 
 to serve you continually, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
 Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Reading Proverbs 9:1-6 
Wisdom is portrayed as a woman who invites people to partake of her banquet.  Just as 
ordinary food is necessary for physical life, Wisdom’s food — insight and 
understanding — is necessary for fullness of life with God.  Partaking of Wisdom’s 
banquet is the way to life. 
 

A reading from Proverbs. 
 1Wisdom has built her house, she has hewn her seven pillars. 
 2She has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine, 
  she has also set her table. 
 3She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls 
  from the highest places in the town, 
 4“You that are simple, turn in here!” 
 To those without sense she says,  
  5“Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed. 
 6Lay aside immaturity, and live, and walk in the way of insight.” 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 34:9-14 
Let us read Psalm 34 responsively. 
 

 9Fear the Lord, you saints of the Lord, 
 for those who fear the Lord lack nothing. 
  10The lions are in want and suffer hunger, 
  but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good. 
 

 11Come, children, and listen to me; 
 I will teach you reverence for the Lord. 
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  12Who among you takes pleasure in life 
  and desires long life to enjoy prosperity? 
 

 13Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from lying words. 
  14Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it. 
 
Second Reading Ephesians 5:15-20 
True wisdom integrates our new reality in Christ with our Christian fellowship and 
daily conduct.  Because we are filled with the Spirit, Christians regularly rejoice 
together, give thanks to God for one another, and care for one another. In this way we 
revere our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

A reading from Ephesians. 
 15Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 
 16making the most of the time, because the days are evil.  17So do not be 
 foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.  18Do not get drunk 
 with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 19as you 
 sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing 
 and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, 20giving thanks to God 
 the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus 
 Christ. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia Verse Family of God 
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Text & Music: Miria T. Kolling; English tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923 
© 1998 Augsburg Fortress. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711706 

Distribution Hymn God Extends an Invitation #486 

Table Blessing 
 May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray… (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Jesus, Bread of life, 
 we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. 
 As you have nourished us in this meal, 
 now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
 In your name we pray.  Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
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Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 

 
Distribution Hymn Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup #492 

Text & Music: Jeremy Young, b. 1948, based on Ps. 34 
refrain; With One Voice, stanzas, © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711706 
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Holy Gospel John 6:51-58 
In John’s gospel, the feeding of the five thousand leads to extended teaching in which 
Jesus identifies himself as the true “bread of life.”  Finally, in these verses, he makes a 
connection that would not be understood until after his death, in light of the church’s 
celebration of holy communion. 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 6th Chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

 [Jesus said,] 51“I am the living bread that came down from heaven.  
 Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will 
 give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
  52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this 
 man give us his flesh to eat?”  53So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell 
 you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you 
 have no life in you.  54Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have 
 eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; 55for my flesh is true 
 food and my blood is true drink.  56Those who eat my flesh and drink 
 my blood abide in me, and I in them.  57Just as the living Father sent me, 
 and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of 
 me.  58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which 
 your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will 
 live forever.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Time 
Sermon 



8 

Hymn of the Day By Your Hand You Feed Your People #469 

Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952 
Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
© 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711706 

Apostles’ Creed 
 Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith… 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
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 Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, gathered here, 
  and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
 Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
 That we may be for the world the body of Christ, 
  redeemed by his blood. 
 

 By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, 
  and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory 
   and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
 

 Through your Son Jesus Christ,  
  with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, 
   all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.  
 Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei Lamb of God Family of God 
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Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
 Though he was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor. 
 When hungry and tempted, he refused to make bread for himself 
  that he might be the bread of life for others. 
 When the multitudes were hungry, he fed them. 
 He broke bread with the outcast but drove the greedy out of the Temple. 
 

 By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
  you gave birth to your church, 
   delivered us from slavery into sin and death, 
    and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
 

 On the night in which he gave himself up for us 
  Jesus took bread, gave thanks to you; broke the bread, 
   gave it to his disciples, and said: 

“Take, eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

 When the supper was over, Jesus took the cup, 
  gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me,” 

 

 And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
  we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
   as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
    as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
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  He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 P Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our hearts and our minds, 
  let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

(A brief silence is kept.) 

 A Wisdom has built her house. 
  May the church be a house of wisdom for all who enter. 
  May we continue to grow and stretch 
  in ways we never thought possible.  
  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

 P Wisdom has mixed her wine. 
  May the harvest seasons be plentiful this year. 
  We pray for orchards, vineyards, farms, and all of creation. 
  Protect and conserve the earth. 
  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

 A Wisdom has employed her laborers. 
  Be with all who seek adequate employment. 
  Guide our economic and governmental leaders 
  to support the people of our world 
  with fair wages and safe working conditions. 
  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

 P Wisdom has invited her guests. 
  Make your presence known to all who feel lost, abandoned, 
  or hurting at this time.  Direct your spirit of care 
  to all who seek healing and comfort, especially… 
  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

 A Wisdom has set her table.  May this congregation 
  be a welcome table to all who seek the refuge of God. 
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  Break down walls and barriers that prevent us 
  from offering a seat at this table to anyone who comes. 
  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

 P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence. 
  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

 A Wisdom has shown her path of insight. 
  May we journey on her paths, looking toward a bright future 
  while remembering from where we have come. 
  We give our thanks for those who have gone before us. 
  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

 P We lift up these prayers to you, gracious God. 
  Receive them into your holy keeping.  Amen. 
 
Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response Your Vineyards, O Lord Family of God 
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☩ MEAL ☩  
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
Proper Preface 
 Always and everywhere you are worthy of thanks and praise, 
  Almighty, All-providing God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
   the true Bread of Life, come down from heaven 
    that we might eat and not die, but be raised on the last day 
     and share forever in the feast to come. 
 And so, with all who bear your name on earth 
  and all who praise you name on high, 
   we join our voices in the everlasting hymn: 
 
Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy Family of God 


