Z1ION LUTHERAN CHURCH
319 South 5™ Street, Albion, Nebraska 68620

www.zionalbion.org + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed

August 17, 2025 + TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites our
undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud of
witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the
pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”

T+ GATHERING +

Prelude
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.)

Welcome

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion! We offer a warm welcome

to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21
and Facebook Live. We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and
love in this worship service.

Holy Communion will be celebrated today. At the table of our Lord Jesus
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the
Gospel. All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed
in person or by pre-packaged elements. If you are uncomfortable coming
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship. We
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship
service. If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.

Gluten Free wafers are available on request.
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Tenth S unday offﬁer. Pentecost

Confession & Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,

let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely,
and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us.

If we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

God calls his children to be faithful, despite the hardship,
despite the cost.

(Let us take a moment of silence for reflection and confession.)
Most merciful God,
we confess our weakness and our sinfulness,
our inability to seek your will or follow in your ways.
We follow our own dreams and are mislead by tempting voices.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and strengthen us.
Set our feet upon the way that you would have us go,
for your name’s sake.

Look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.
For the sake of the joy that was set before him,

he endured the cross, disregarding its shame.

For his sake your sins are forgiven.

To those who believe in Jesus Christ,

God gives the power to become children of God
and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. Amen.




Gathering Hymn Rise Up, O Saints of God #669
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Il Rise up, O saints of God! From wvain  am - bi - tions tarn:
2 Spcak out, O saints of God! De - spair  en - gulfs carth’s frame:
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The king-dom’s task eom - brace:
4 QGive heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in pain:
5 Com - mit your hearts to  scek the paths which Christ has  trod:
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of  God's bap - tis - mal grace, the  word of hope pro-claim.
rc - dress sin’s cru - ¢l con - se-guence: give jus - tice larg - er  place.
stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-cned by the Spir-it’s pow'r, risc up, O saints of God'
Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936 © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Reprinted with permission under One License A-711706.
Music: William H. Walter, 1825-1893; Public Domain
Opening Litany

Christ Jesus, we know that you come to rescue all people

from the clutches of sin through your life, death, and resurrection,

but our human nature still struggles to understand how it all came about.
Strike the fire of faith within us, O Lord,

to keep us sure of who you are.

Christ Jesus, we know that your Word

1s filled with the good news of our salvation,

yet we allow doubts and discrepancies

to take away from the joy your message brings.

Strike the fire of faith within us, O Lord, to keep us strong.

Christ Jesus, we know that you are at work in our lives,
but we often fail to trust in you

when things don’t go the way we wanted them to go.
Strike the fire of faith within us, O Lord,

to keep us mindful of your will.



Christ Jesus, we know that you want us to put you first in our lives,
yet we get distracted by the things of this earth

and sometimes lose our focus.

Strike the fire of faith within us, O Lord,

to keep our eyes fixed on you.

Christ Jesus, we know that you are the author and perfecter of our faith.
Keep our lives ablaze with love for you.

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
Hymn of Praise Family of God
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1. You, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King, O God the Fa- ther, might-y  One;
2. You sit at the right hand of God; Oh, hear our hum-ble prayer to - day:
3.You, O Lord, are the Ho -ly One, and you a-lone are Lord of heav’n,
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1.Je - sus Christ, to you wesing, O Lord, on-ly be - got-ten Son. (Ref.)
2.Lamb of God, have mer-cy on us— Je - sus,take__ our sins a- way. (Ref.)
3. Reign-ing with the Ho - ly Spir-it and the Fa - ther. A - men.(Ref)
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray... (4 brief silence is kept.)
O God, judge eternal,



you love justice and hate oppression,

and you call us to share your zeal for truth.

Give us courage to take our stand

with all victims of bloodshed and greed,

and, following your servants and prophets,

to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

+ WORD +
First Reading Jeremiah 23:23-29

Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s judgment, he suffers
rejection. Today’s reading distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who
speaks God’s word, and the false prophet who misleads the people through dreams. One
is like wheat; the other like worthless straw.

A reading from Jeremiah.
»Am I a God near by, says the LorD, and not a God far off? **Who can
hide in secret places so that I cannot see them? says the LorD. Do I not
fill heaven and earth? says the Lorp. *°I have heard what the prophets
have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed, |
have dreamed!” “°How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn
back — those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their
own heart? *’They plan to make my people forget my name by their
dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name
for Baal. **Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the
one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in
common with wheat? says the LorD . *’Is not my word like fire, says the
LorD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 82
Let us read Psalm 82 responsively.
'God stands to charge the divine council assembled,
givinjg judgment in the midst of the gods:
“How long will you judge unjustly,
and show favor to the wicked?
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3Save the weak and the orphan;
defend the humble and needy;
*rescue the weak and the poor;
deliver them from the power of the wicked.

>They do not know, neither do they understand;
they wander about in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
Now I say to you, ‘You are gods,
and all of you children of the Most High;

'nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince.”
®Arise, O God, and rule the earth,
for you shall take all nations for your own.

Second Reading Hebrews 11:29 — 12:2
The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical
heroes, we find examples of trust in God that enabled them to face the trials of life
faithfully. In addition to this “cloud of witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect model of
faithful endurance.

A reading from Hebrews.
*’By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land,
but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. *’By
faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven
days. *'By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who
were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.

3 And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the
prophets — *“*who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered
justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, **quenched raging
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness,
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. *>Women received
their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured§ refusing to accept
release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. *°Others suffered
mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. *’They were
stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the
sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute,
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persecuted, tormented — **of whom the world was not worthy. They
wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the
ground.

*Yet all these, though the ey were commended for their faith, did not
receive what was promised, *since God had provided somethlng better
so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.

21 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so
closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us,

*looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the
sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding
its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse Family of God
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Holy Gospel Luke 12:49-56

Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of
obedience to God’s call. The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility
and rejection, even from those they love.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12" Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.



[Jesus said:] *“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were
already kindled! *°I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what
stress I am under until it is completed! >'Do you think that I have come
to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! **From
now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two
against three; “they will be divided:

father against son

and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

**He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the
west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens.
>>And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be
scorching heat’; and it happens. *®You hypocrites! You know how to
interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how
to interpret the present time?”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time
Sermon
Hymn of the Day My Faith Looks Up to Thee #759
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2 May thy rich grace im - part  strength to  my faint - ing heart,

While life’s dark maze

I tread and griefs a - round me spread.
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guilt a - way. oh, let me from this day be whol - Iy thine!
love to thee  pure, warm. and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a- way.,  nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.

trust re-move;,  oh.,  bear me  safe 4 - bove, a ran - somed  soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Music: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
Public Domain

Apostles’ Creed
Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith...
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of Intercession
P Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God,

for God is near.
A briefsilence.

A Raise up faithful leaders for your church around the world.
Inspire global missionaries with a spirit of accompaniment,
as they walk alongside our partners in the gospel in solidarity,
interdependence, and mutuality.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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P Safeguard rivers and lakes from pollution.
Sustain the work of conservationists, policy makers, and
advocacy groups seeking to protect fresh water sources.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A Bridge divisions across partisan lines.
Strengthen cooperative efforts among lawmakers who enact policies
that protect our neighbors who are most vulnerable.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

P Embrace all who suffer in isolation:
for those who are incarcerated or detained,
those who are fleeing from unsafe environments,
and those who are sick or homebound, especially...
Reassure them of your care in all times and places.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A Guide the leaders of this congregation. In these late summer weeks,
inspire their planning for a new program year ahead.
Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration and support for their work.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence...
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A With thanksgiving,
we remember the cloud of witnesses who surround us.
By the example of their faith,
enable us to run with perseverance the race set before us,
until that day when we join their unending praise.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

P Confident in God’s presence and promise,
we entrust our prayers to the one who always receives them;
through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. Amen.

Peace
The Peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

10



+ OFFERING +

Offering Response Family of God
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bread of life. 2. Now
feast to come. A - men.
-+ MEAL +
Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

ﬂlllllllllllﬂﬂ
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Proper Preface
It is a good and joyful thing to give our thanks to you, faithful God,
because you have surrounded us with so great a cloud of witnesses
who have followed the path of your promises.
By faith your people crossed the Red Sea
when you brought them out of slavery.
By faith your Son endured the cross, disregarding its shame.
By faith your apostles endured chains and imprisonment,
testifying to the gospel.
By faith your martyrs suffered mockery and death for your glory alone.
And so with this cloud of witnesses from every age and time
we praise you with angels and archangels
and all the company of heaven as we join the unending hymn.

Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy Family of God

==c=—i= ;‘!fg;J@D"iﬂ

Lord, ourGod of pow’r andmight, _ Sing

et
- o ——F———¢—9 0= l
= [ e ~
ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly! Heav'n and earth are full of yourmaj - es-
- — e . e
.
A— - — o | { 1 — 1 D o ——F )
\d} I U —— ' |4 Y
ty! Ho - san - na in— the high - est! Blest is he  who

f{g;gb me== =
= :)B’"'—'*" —_—w £ | I

b ‘
| =

comes in the Name of the Lord! Sing loud,__ Ho-san - na! Ho-san-nain the

~
- ok — )
——EE——a o ¥ o o e ——  —— l "'.J‘__]j
/Q Ee S s ssss-as= TSt E ]
L 4 S S }
high - est! Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord!

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution
Righteous God, whose Son is the pioneer and perfector of our faith,
make your church a vineyard of justice and peace.
Nourish your people with this fruit of the vine
and sanctify us with your Holy Spirit,
that we may bring forth the perfect fruit of your kingdom.
Send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and cup,
that they may be for us the body and blood of your Son;
who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,
broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,
Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you,
do this in remembrance of me.

After supper Jesus took the cup.
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Redeeming God,
whose Son for the sake of heavenly joy won our salvation,
strengthen us to run with perseverance the race set before us.
Liberate your people in the midst of every sorrow
that they may hold fast to your unfailing mercy.
Raise up into your unending glory
every soul weighed heavy with struggle.
Give your children a heart to see through every trial of life
to a deeper joy that is possible only in you.
Grant us wisdom in the midst of conflict
to discern your ways of peace.
Bring us all to the day when we are made perfect in your love
and rejoice in your promises fulfilled,
beholding Christ our Lord seated at your right hand on high
in the power of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and always. Amen.

13



Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray together as Jesus taught us...
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Agnus Dei Lamb of God Family of God
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take a waythe sin of the world grant  us peace.  Grant us  peace.
Distribution

If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat:
The Body of Christ given for you.
The Blood of Christ shed for you.
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Distribution Hymn In the Singing #466
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Je - sus  Christ, Je - sus Christ, be the bread of peace.
Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931
Music: Carlton R. Young, b. 1926
Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, IL 60188.
Used by permission with CCLI License #11068244
Distribution Hymn Thy Strong Word #511
B 3 =
0 b b L —f | I r} I Y - )
> E— i C— i —r ]
} — P | | ! J
1 Thy strong word did cleave the dark - ness:  at thy
2 Lo, on those who dwelt in dark - ness, dark as
3 Thy strong Word be - speaks us righ - tcous: bright  with
4 From the cross thy  wis - dom shin - ing  break - ecth
n [ | L r____ j-__—ul r— f_]
' | = I'\ | ) | | I ) I I |
6o e a r s | & d | s o8P
LN | 7] | bl [ 4] [~
; ' r I 1
spcak - ing it was  donc. For cre - at - ed light wc
night and decp  as  death. broke the light of thy sal -
thing own ho li - ness, glo - rious now, we press  toward
forth  in con - gqu'ting might: from  the cross for ey - or

Hymn continues on the next page.
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5 Give us lips to sing thy glory.
tongues thy mercy to proclaim,
throats that shout the hope that fills
mouths to speak thy holy name.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

May the light which thou dost send

us.
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6 God the Father, light-creator,

to thee laud and honor be.

To thee, Light of Light begotten,
praisc be sung cternally.

Holy Spirit. light-revealer.
glory, glory be to thee.

111l our songs with alleluias,
allcluias without cnd!

Mortals, angels, now and ever
praisc the holy Trinity!

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976 © 1969 Concordia Publishing House
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711706

Music: Thomas J. Williams, 1869—1944; arr. Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Public Domain

Table Blessing
The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
make you strong to do His will, and keep you in His grace. Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer
Let us pray... (4 briefsilence is kept.)
Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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+ SENDING

Announcements

Benediction
The God of peace, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
continue to bless you, comfort you,
and guide you in your journey of faith. Amen.

Sending Hymn Lead On, O King Eternal! #805
0 . .
G J ) ) e g e e ],
CO— L — L5 p= m— [ ]
J - - T T g-
( Lead on. O King ¢ - ter - nal' The day of march has  come;
2 Lead on. O King ¢ - ter - nal. all  sin’s fierce war shall  cease.
3 Lead on, O King ¢ - ter - nal: we  fol - low, not with  fears,
n J ]
7N I N N N 1 AN N B T B M
hence-torth in ficlds of  con - quest your tents will be  our  home.
and ho - li - ness shall whis - per the sweet a - men of  peace:
for  glad-ness breaks like morn - ing wher - ¢’er your face ap - pears.
2 - S R S N R
& & ¢ [ [ eg e e, I T
J - ‘d‘ T T ul [ I
Throughdays of prep - a - ra - tion your grace has made us  strong;
for not with swords loud clash - ing, nor roll of stir-ring drums,
Your cross i lift - ed o'er us; wec  jour-ncy in its  light;
n J
b—d—r—rr ¢ o 4 1]+ J
Y — ! ! ! ! ! ' = s —3 -
) ' & L

and now, O King ¢ - ter - nal, we lift our bat - tle song.
but deeds of love and mer - ¢y the heav'n-ly king-dom comes.
the crown a- waits thc con - quest; lcad on, O God of might!

Text: Ernest W. Shurtleff, 1862-1917
Music: Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879
Public Domain
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Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Follow God’s Word

finish

start

A

/ You

All music & liturgies are from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by
permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Confession & opening litany reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for
the Parish, CWR program. Family of God liturgy Text & Music: Peter S. Klemp, b. 1967 © 2003 Used with permission.
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Run the Race

Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Hebrews 12:1b (NIV)

Each number represents a letter of the alphabet. Substitute the correct letter for the
numbers to reveal the coded words.

P

2|3(4(5|6|7(8(9|10|11[12(13|14|15(16(17|18|19(20(21|22|23 [24 (25 |26
B(U[S[M]|J

o
<
m
i®)
>
e
z
(@]
o
~
=
(@)
N
=<
0]
by
—
x
m
=

1. 26-6-23-13-9-3-3-9-3

2. 5-9-3-2-3

3. 25-6-24-9-7

4. 25-11-6-23-12

5. 14-22-18-3-3

6. 22-11-14-9

7. 22-2-13

8. 5-18-20

9. 9-20-9-3

10. 23-12-22-18-13-9

FAITH FIXED WITNESSES CROSS JESUS
EYES THRONE JOY RACE RUN
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The Dividing Line

Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell
you, but division. Luke 12:51 (NIV)

The puzzle is based on Luke 12:49-56 (NIV).

¥ COOQUNPJITOOWINDZPEPSEB
WRDAUGHTEREEIDX
COMCBEBRITIME::I®®QGHFTE
BWOFDIVIDPDEDORTHB
MDEARTHTLTIDAXIKTESHSB
KGEFKLEEUBS X Z C K
SOEAFRSOUSOUTHRH I
KS LMJALMYEEXTILDI
¥ LYIWE FFSETOPZCE
FAXLHAPHI]IIOTNINTCEA
ZXYYXBPQEGSGQOA K I
HXCFCALFURSEMNR
B PWESTXOEQPII I M
K BAPTISMWGY ATLW
MO THERHBRGOIS RWNFQ
WEST HOT CROWD BAPTISM CLOUD
TIME PEACE FATHER RAIN FIRE
WIND SON MOTHER BLOWS DAUGHTER

DIVIDED SOUTH SKY EARTH FAMILY
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