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August 16, 2026 ☩ Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that 
God will gather the outcasts of Israel.  The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a 
Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter.  As 
Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on the 
margins of society?  In our gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be 
signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need. 

 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Facebook Live.  We hope 
that you encounter a word of God’s grace and love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by pre-packaged elements.  If you are uncomfortable coming 
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship.  We 
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship 
service.  If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  
Gluten Free wafers are available on request. 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
319 South 5

th
 Street, Albion, Nebraska  68620 

www.zionalbion.org  + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 When we claim to be without sin, 
 we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 But if we would confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
 will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Today we are urged to be persistent in prayer, constant in faith, 
 aware that some have disobeyed and fallen away. 

(Silence for meditation and self-examination.) 

 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
 We have isolated ourselves from others of your children; 
 we have despised and neglected those who displease us. 
 For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
 so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God hears and answers prayer. 
 His gifts and calling are irrevocable. 
 In his mercy, he has given his Son to die for us 
 and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. 
 As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 
 and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 
 the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
 and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 

The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
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All music & liturgies are from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2005 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191.   Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version  
Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by  
permission.  Confession & opening litany reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for the Parish, CWR program. 
Family of God liturgy Text & Music: Peter S. Klemp, b. 1967  © 2003 Used with permission. 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

Yet even the dogs eat the crumbs 
that fall from their masters’ table.” 

(Matthew 15:27a) 
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Opening Hymn All Are Welcome #641 

Hymn continues on the next page. 
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Opening Litany 
 In his life, Christ befriended the outcast and welcomed the sinner. 
 Welcome us, O Lord, into your fold and claim us as your very own.  
 

 In his life, Christ answered the prayers of those 
 who trusted in him and came to him in earnest. 
 Answer our earnest prayers, O Lord, 
 according to your good and gracious will. 
 

 In his life, Christ sought out the people 
 who had strayed away from the path of righteousness. 
 Seek us out, O Lord, and find in us 
 a willingness to repent and follow your commands. 
 

 In his life, Christ healed the sick and brought the dead back to life. 
 Restore us, O Lord, with your life-giving Spirit  
 so we may work together with other believers in the kingdom of God. 
 

 In his life, Christ promised salvation  
 to every person of every race and nation, male or female, slave or free. 
 Inspire us, O Lord, to become Christlike,  
 speaking words of forgiveness, love, and care 
 to those the world has left behind. 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

Text & Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950   © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., Chicago, IL 60638. 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 
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 We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
 through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 God all mighty, God most merciful, 
 bless us, keep us, and grant us peace. 
 In the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn My Faith Looks Up to Thee #759 

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887 
Music: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 
Public Domain 



16 

Distribution Hymn Healer of Our Every Ill #612 

Table Blessing 
 May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  
 strengthen you and preserve you unto eternal life.  Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Compassionate God, 
 through the gifts of bread and wine 
 our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
 Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
 may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

Text & Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL 60638. 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-711706 
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Hymn of Praise Father, I Adore You W&P #37 

Text and music © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. Capitol Christian Music Group 
Used by permission.  CCLI License #11068244 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 God of all peoples, 
 your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. 
 Teach us as disciples of your Son 
 to love the world with compassion and constancy, 
 that your name may be known throughout the earth, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Reading Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save. 
Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community — not race, 
nationality, or any other category. 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 1Thus says the Lord: 
  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
  for soon my salvation will come, and my deliverance be revealed. 
 

 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 
 to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, 
 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it,  
 and hold fast my covenant — 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
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 and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
 will be accepted on my altar; 
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 
 8Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
 I will gather others to them besides those already gathered. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 67 
Let us read Psalm 67 responsively. 
 1May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
 may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
  2Let your way be known upon earth, 
  your saving health among all nations. 
 

 3Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
  4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity 
  and guide all the nations on earth. 
 

 5Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
  6The earth has brought forth its increase; 
  God, our own God, has blessed us. 
 

 7May God give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  
 
Second Reading Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all 
have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 [Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! 
 I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the 
 tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
 

 29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were 
 once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their 
 disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the 
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Distribution Hymn Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service #712 

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984 © 1961 Oxford University Press. 
Music: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844, arr. © 1985 Augsburg Fortress 
Used by permission with CCLI License #11068244 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray together as Jesus taught us... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei Lamb of God Family of God 

Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
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 mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For God has 
 imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia Verse  Family of God 

Holy Gospel Matthew 15:10-28 
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious 
observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a 
religious outsider approaches him for help. 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 15th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and 
understand:11it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but 
it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12Then the disciples 
approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took 
offense when they heard what you said?” 13He answered, “Every plant 
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them 
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides 
another, both will fall into a pit.” 15But Peter said to him, “Explain this 
parable to us.” 16Then he said, “Are you also still without 
understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth 
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enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out 
of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out 
of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, 
false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with 
unwashed hands does not defile.” 
 21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and 
Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and 
started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter 
is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at all. And his 
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps 
shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, 
help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and 
throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, 
“Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And 
her daughter was healed instantly. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
Children’s Time 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day In Christ There Is No East or West #650 
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 Send your Holy Spirit upon us now, 
  that we may become people who take in the holiness of your mercy,  
   and give out the abundance of your grace. 
 Sanctify this bread and this wine, that they may become for us 
  the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks; 
  broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying: 

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 After supper Jesus took the cup. 
 Again, he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

“Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

 Great is the mystery of faith. 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

 Forgiving God, you sent Joseph to Egypt, 
  through the conspiracy of his brothers, 
   to redeem your people from the curse of famine. 
 You sent your Son Jesus to the cross, 
  through the corruption of our human will, 
  to liberate us from sin and death. 
 Raise up among us children of hope, 
  of courage, of truth, and of vision, 
   who embody your will to turn our evil into your good. 
 Transform the lives of all who live under famine today; 
  visit any who are excluded by envy or prejudice or fear; 
   and lift the hearts of those who are weighed down 
    under burdens too great to bear. 
 Gather at your resurrection banquet 
  your whole church, living and departed, 
   that all creation may feast with eyes and ears and touch and tongue 
    on the effervescence of your glory, 
     ever one God, Father ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, forever.  Amen. 
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 In Jesus you take your children’s food and give it to all creation, 
  even we who lurk in the shadows, 
   hoping for the crumbs of your eternal glory. 
 You have lifted us from the floor to your table, 
  and from a place beyond redemption to the joy of your heart. 
 And so, we gladly thank you, 
  with angels and archangels, and all the company of heaven, 
   singing the hymn of your unending praise. 
 
Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy Family of God 

Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 Cleansing God, in Christ you come among us in infectious purity, 
  and heal us from the inside out. 
 You give us eternal food that, in you, 
  we may never be hungry again. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith… 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 P With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, 
  we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

 A For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, 
  that all be united in faith and harmony in the body of Christ. 
  Let your church on earth be a witness 
  to the beloved community of your heavenly kingdom. 
  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

 P For your wondrous creation, 
  that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. 
  Raise up wise stewards to defend the natural world 
  against carelessness and destruction. 
  Safeguard endangered species and their habitats. 
  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt. 
Music: African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949 
Public Domain 
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 A For the nations of the world and all in authority, 
  that they heed the cry of the outcast 
  and ensure care for the most vulnerable. 
  Give wisdom to leaders of countries, congregations, 
  and communities, that they lead and serve justly. 
  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

 P For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, 
  that they find comfort, community, and hope. 
  Send relief to all who struggle with illness of any kind, especially… 
  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

 A For this congregation, for visitors 
  and those new to this faith community, 
  that all may recognize the presence of Christ in each new face. 
  Draw this community together in love 
  and strengthen it in unwavering faith. 
  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

 P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence. 
  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

 A For the saints before us whose work is done, 
  that their faithful example continues to direct your church. 
  May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling 
  are irrevocable, whether in life or death. 
  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

 P Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. 
  All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   
  Amen. 
 

Peace 
 The Peace of Christ be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
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☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response  Family of God 

☩ MEAL ☩  
 

Great Thanksgiving 

 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
 Thanks and praise be to you, Lord God of mercy and grace, 
  for you entered into covenant trust with your chosen people, 
   and bestowed on them boundless gifts and an irrevocable calling. 


