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Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt. 
Music: attr. John Hatton, d. 1793 
Public Domain 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace.  Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
319 South 5

th
 Street, Albion, Nebraska  68620 

www.zionalbion.org  + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed 

Welcome to Worship 
 As we continue on our Lenten journey to the cross, we welcome you in the name of  
Jesus.  May your worship experience be meaningful.  We pray God’s blessings be upon 
you tonight and throughout your journey. 

Silent Witnesses 
 

The robe, the nails, the spear, the shroud, the stone — if these 

things could speak, what might they tell us?  On Wednesday 

nights in Lent we will hear from these objects associated with 

the Lord’s suffering and death.  They will be interviewed about 

their unique perspective.  

 Date Silent Witness 
 

Wed., April 9th The Stone 
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 Receive the prayers of your people 
 and draw all things together in your love, 
 in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Benediction 
 The Lord bless and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you ☩ peace.  Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn I Know That My Redeemer Lives #619 (v.1,2,4,7) 

(Hymn continues on the next page) 



10 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer 
 for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

 O Lord of life and love, our Savior Jesus Christ, 
 how great the victory you give to us in your own victory. 
 

 By your strong love, our sins are buried in the grave, 
 and we are called to travel on with you, 
 blameless and forgiven, children of the everlasting day. 
 

 Continue your strong love for us, we pray. 
 Fashion us, according to your will, 
 into the people you would have us be, 
 faithful witnesses in all we say and do. 
 

 Then, set us in the place where you would have us serve you, Lord. 
 There make us steadfast and immovable, 
 always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
 knowing that in the Lord our labor is not in vain. 
 

 Remove from us our stony, sinful hearts, O Lord, 
 and give us your own heart, a heart that beats with love for all. 
 Breathe into us your Holy Spirit’s breath, that we may truly live. 
 

 And let that life, begun in us this day, 
 live on, beyond the grave and grief, forever! 

3 

The Stone 
 
Confession & Forgiveness 
 In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 who forgives all our sin and whose mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 

 Let us return to God, 
 confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 Compassionate One, 
 you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 
 but our lives do not always reflect you 
 and your love for the world. 
 We do not show others the tender compassion you have shown to us. 
 We do not welcome others  
 with the radical hospitality you grant to all people. 
 We oppress others, even though you have set us free again and again. 
 We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. 
 Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. 
 Amen. 
 

 Beloved in Christ, 
 God’s arms are always stretched open wide 
 to welcome the wandering ones home. 
 In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. 
 You have a place in God’s house forever.  Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn O Sacred Head, Now Wounded  #351 

Opening Litany 
 In many and various ways 
 God spoke to our ancestors of old by the prophets, 
 but now in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son. 
 

 The stone which the builders rejected as worthless 
 turned out to be the most important of all. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, d. 1250; tr. composite 
Music: German melody, c. 1500; adapt. Hans Leo Hassler, 1564–1612; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685–1750 
Public Domain 
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The Interview The Stone 
 
Hymn of the Day Savior, When in Dust to You #601 

Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt. 
Music: Joseph Parry, 1841-1903 
Public Domain 

Apostle’s Creed 
 Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith… 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
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Lenten Verse Were You There #353 (v. 5) 

Holy Gospel Matthew 27:60b-66
 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 27th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 60bHe then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away.  
 61Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the 
 tomb.  62The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief 
 priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63and said, "Sir, we 
 remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, 'After three 
 days I will rise again.'  64Therefore command the tomb to be made 
 secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal him 
 away, and tell the people, 'He has been raised from the dead,' and the last 
 deception would be worse than the first."  65Pilate said to them, "You 
 have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can."  66So they 
 went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone. 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Text & Music: African American spiritual  
Arr. © 1999 Augsburg Fortress 
Public Domain 
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 All nations will remember the Lord. 
 From every part of the world they will turn to him; 
 all races will worship him. 
 

 The Lord is king, and he rules the nations. 
 All the proud will bow down to him; 
 every mortal will bow down before him. 
 

 Future generations will serve him; 
 people will speak of the Lord to the next generation. 
 

 Those not born will be told: 
 “The Lord saved his people.” 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 The love of God, the Father, the grace of Jesus Christ, our Savior, 
 and the unity of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
Kyrie Where Are You, God? We Long to Know (Tune: #644) 
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Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Lord Jesus, 
  you are the cornerstone of our lives. 
 We praise you that the stone in front of your tomb 
  was rolled away on Easter morning 
  so that you could step out into the world again, risen for us. 
 We live because you live, 
  and we rejoice that our lives will forever be blest by you 
  as our firm foundation and our remover of all obstacles 
  to the glory of heaven with you.  Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Lesson Isaiah 54:1-3 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 1Sing, O barren one who did not bear; 
  burst into song and shout, 
  you who have not been in labor! 
  For the children of the desolate woman will be more 
  than the children of her that is married, says the LORD. 
  2Enlarge the site of your tent, 
  and let the curtains of your habitations be stretched out; 
  do not hold back; lengthen your cords 
  and strengthen your stakes. 
  3For you will spread out to the right and to the left, 
  and your descendants will possess the nations 
  and will settle the desolate towns. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 118:19-24 
Let us read Psalm 118 responsively. 
 19Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
 that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD. 

Music: English Traditional; Public Domain 
Text: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette © 2019 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.; All rights reserved.  Used by permission. 
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  20This is the gate of the LORD; 
  the righteous shall enter through it. 
 

 21I thank you that you have answered me 
 and have become my salvation. 
  22The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 

 23This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
  24This is the day that the LORD has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Second Lesson 1 Peter 2:4-9 
A reading from First Peter. 
 4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
 precious in God's sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built 
 into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
 acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 6For it stands in scripture: 
  "See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
  and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame." 
 7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not 
 believe, 
  "The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner," 
 8and 
  "A stone that makes them stumble, 
  and a rock that makes them fall." 
 They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to 
 do. 
 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own 
 people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who 
 called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 


