
  

April 20, 2025 ☩ Easter Sunday 
 

Christ is risen, and we gather together with astonishment and joy.  Christ is risen, and 
we have been set free from the bonds of death.  Christ is risen, and we are forgiven. 
Christ is risen, and with the women at the tomb and Peter, we are amazed.  On Easter, 
and always, we celebrate that Jesus is our Redeemer, who frees us to live a new life. 
Let us rejoice: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

Prelude 
(The prelude is a call to silent, personal preparation for worship.) 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church in Albion!  We offer a warm welcome 
to all who are worshipping in person or by way of Vyve Cable Channel 21 
and Facebook Live.  We hope that you encounter a word of God’s grace and 
love in this worship service. 
 

Holy Communion will be celebrated today.  At the table of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the 
Gospel.  All who are baptized and believe in the real presence of Christ are 
welcome to share in the Lord’s meal. Holy Communion will be distributed 
in person or by pre-packaged elements.  If you are uncomfortable coming 
forward, please pick up the communion elements as you enter worship.  We 
will partake of the sacrament as directed by the pastor within the worship 
service.  If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with an usher.  
Gluten Free wafers are available on request.

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
319 South 5

th
 Street, Albion, Nebraska  68620 

www.zionalbion.org  + office @zionalbion.org+ 402-395-2043 
Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs: 9am-4pm; Fri: Office Closed 
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Confession & Forgiveness 

 In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 Christ is risen!  
 He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 

 Jesus has left the tomb empty to empty sin of its power. 
 Just as the stone was rolled away from the tomb 
 on that first Easter morning, 
 we pray the Holy Spirit, roll away the stones from our hearts. 
 

 Let us confess our sins, repent of them, and receive Christ’s forgiveness. 
Silence for meditation and self-examination. 

 O Lord, 
 we bring before you all of our sins — 
 what we have said and done, what we have failed to say and do.  
 We confess our pride and arrogance, the gossip and slander, 
 the hurtful thoughts and words. 
 We confess our covetousness and disobedience, 
 the selfishness and rebellion, the greed and gluttony. 
 Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy! 
 

 Your Redeemer lives!  He lives, he lives, who once was dead. 
 Your Redeemer and friend, Christ Jesus, forgives you of all of your sins. 
 Just as the tomb was left empty, 
 Jesus has emptied sin of its power over you, 
 and he has set you free.  Know that your Redeemer lives, 
 and know that your Redeemer declares to you: your sins are forgiven! 
 Amen.  What a Servant, Savior, and Friend we have in Jesus. 
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Gathering Hymn Jesus Christ Is Risen Today #365  

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1–3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708,  
alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, st. 4 
Music: J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708 
Public Domain 

Call to Worship 
 Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 

 Our friend Jesus lives to forgive our sins and heal our wounds! 
 Our friend Jesus lives to listen to our prayers and encourage us!  
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 Our friend Jesus lives to protect us from all harm and bring us comfort!  
 Our friend Jesus lives to be our King, Servant and Savior! 
 What a friend we have in Jesus! 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 The grace of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you.  
 
Hymn of Praise Above All Sr. Choir 

Above all powers, above all kings, 
above all nature, and all created things; 

above all wisdom and all the ways of man, 
You were here before the world began. 

 

Above all kingdoms, above all thrones, 
above all wonders this world has ever known; 

above all wealth and treasures of the earth, 
there's no way to measure what You're worth. 

 

Crucified, laid behind a stone. 
You lived to die, rejected and alone. 
Like a rose, trampled on the ground, 

You took the fall and thought of me above all. 
 

Above all powers, above all kings, 
above all nature, and all created things; 

above all wisdom and all the ways of man, 
You were here before the world began. 

 

Above all kingdoms, above all thrones, 
above all wonders this world has ever known; 

above all wealth and treasures of the earth, 
there's no way to measure what You're worth. 

 

Crucified, laid behind a stone. 
You lived to die, rejected and alone. 
Like a rose, trampled on the ground, 

You took the fall and thought of me above all. 
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Like a rose, trampled on the ground, 
You took the fall and thought of me above all. 

Songwriters: Paul Baloche / Lenny Leblanc © 1999 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music 
Used by permission 

Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Lord Jesus, what a Redeemer you are! 
 You free us to live a new life as your holy and redeemed people. 
 By the very same power that overcame the grave 
 and left the tomb empty, empower us 
 to live with great hope, joy, celebration and peace. 
 Place in our mouths the great Good News that our Redeemer lives. 
 We pray in your name, who lives and reigns 
 with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

First Reading Job 19:23-27a  
Job suffers the loss of children, wealth, and health. Accused by his companions of wrongdoing, 
he knows himself to be innocent. Here, in the midst of his suffering, Job clings to the radical 
hope that his vindicator, his redeemer, lives; and that one day he himself will see God. 
 

A Reading from Job. 
 23"O that my words were written down! 
  O that they were inscribed in a book! 
 24O that with an iron pen and with lead  
  they were engraved on a rock forever! 
 25For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
  and that at the last he will stand upon the earth; 
 26and after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
  then in my flesh I shall see God, 
 27whom I shall see on my side, 
  and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 
 My heart faints within me! 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
 1Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; 
 God’s mercy endures forever. 
  2Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 

 14The Lord is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 
  15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation 
  echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 
 

 16The right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
 The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 
  17I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 
 

 18The Lord indeed punished me sorely, 
 but did not hand me over to death. 
  19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. 
 

 20“This is the gate of the Lord; 
 here the righteous may enter.” 
  21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation. 
 

 22The stone that the builders rejected 
 has become the chief cornerstone. 
  23By the Lord has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

 24This is the day that the Lord has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Second Reading Galatians 3:10-14 
The apostle Paul declares that the Galatian Christians have received the grace of God when 
they heard the gospel message and responded in faith. It was not through the works of the law 
that they experienced the promise of the Spirit and had miracles worked among them. 
 

A reading from Galatians. 
10For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse; for it is 
written, "Cursed is everyone who does not observe and obey all the 
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things written in the book of the law." 11Now it is evident that no one is 
justified before God by the law; for "The one who is righteous will live 
by faith."  12But the law does not rest on faith; on the contrary, "Whoever 
does the works of the law will live by them."  13Christ redeemed us from 
the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us — for it is written, 
"Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree" — 14in order that in Christ 
Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we 
might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Verse (Tune: #858) 

          Al   –  le – lu – ia!  Christ is    ris – en! The earth has been shak – en! 

         Al –  le  – lu –  ia!  Christ  is      ris – en!  The  tomb   is  for– sak   –  en! 

     Death’s reign  is  done,             life    ev  –  er  –  last   –   ing   be – gun! 

        We      from    our   graves shall     a    –    wa          –            ken! 

Public Domain 

Holy Gospel John 20:1-18 
This morning began with confusion: the stone was moved and the tomb was empty. Disciples 
arrive, then angels, and finally Jesus himself. Out of the confusion, hope emerges, and a 
weeping woman becomes the first to confess her faith in the risen Lord. 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
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1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 
from the tomb.  2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 
him.”  3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the 
tomb.  4 The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 
Peter and reached the tomb first.  5 He bent down to look in and saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.  6 Then Simon Peter 
came, following him, and went into the tomb.  He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not 
lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.  8 Then 
the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw 
and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead.  10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb.  As she wept, she bent 
over to look into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting 
where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at 
the feet.  13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”  She said 
to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they 
have laid him.”  14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw 
Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  15 Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?  Whom are you looking 
for?”  Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you 
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take 
him away.”  16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in 
Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).  17 Jesus said to her, “Do 
not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father.  But go 
to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.’ ”  18 Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them 
that he had said these things to her. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Gospel Response (Tune: #858) 

       Christ    is    a  -  ris  - en,  the   pow-ers   of  dark-ness con-found - ing. 

         In    ev’ - ry   place hear the   won - der - ful   tid  -  ings re - sound-ing: 

     Death’s reign  is   done,            life    ev  –  er  –  last    –   ing  be – gun! 

        Bles  -  sings     e   -    ter  -   nal      a    -   bound        -          ing! 

Children’s Time 
Sermon Redeemer 
 

Hymn of the Day I Know That My Redeemer Lives #619 (v. 1-4) 

Public Domain 

Hymn continues on the next page. 
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Nicene Creed 
 Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith… 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt. 
Music: attr. John Hatton, d. 1793 
Public Domain 
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  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 P God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer 
  for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

 A Kindle new life in your church. 
  Encourage all who seek creative ways 
  to share the good news of Christ’s resurrection. 
  Bless mission developers and new ministries, 
  that their work plant seeds that flourish. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Nourish new life in all of creation.  Shower forests and grasslands, 
  deserts and mountains with life-giving rains. 
  Grant us delight in your glory 
  that shows forth in all that grows this season. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 A Empower new life among the nations. 
  As you raised Jesus from the dead,  
  bring new hope for peace and reconciliation 
  in places of war and strife.  Raise up leaders 
  who are steadfast in their commitment to justice and transformation. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P Bring new hope among all who are in need, 
  especially neighbors without homes or food, 
  and those whose housing or food supply is at risk. 
  Bring healing to all who are fearful, ill, or grieving, especially... 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 A Awaken new life in this place. 
  Open our hearts to ways you are calling us 
  to be at work in the world and our community. 
  Give us courage to boldly share your love for all people 
  beyond our walls.  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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 P Here other intercessions may be offered either aloud or in silence. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 A Trusting in the promises of the resurrection, 
  we remember with thanksgiving our beloved dead. 
  Sustain us with a living hope until we are reunited with them 
  and all the saints at the heavenly banquet. 
  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

 P We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, 
  trusting that you are always with us; 
  in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  Amen. 
 
Peace 
 The Peace of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ, be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

☩ OFFERING ☩ 
 

Offering Response Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful #184 
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☩ MEAL ☩ 
 

Great Thanksgiving ELW setting 4 

Proper Preface 
 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
  that we should at all times and in all places 
   give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
  for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
   the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
  who in dying has destroyed death, 
   and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter 
  and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
   with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
  and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy ELW setting 4 

Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 Joy and gladness are our song, redeeming God, 
  for in your conquest of death we see the destiny of every hope in you. 
 Come among us in the power of your Holy Spirit, 
  that your children may be blessed with power and grace, 
   and that this bread and cup may become for us 
    the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ; 
 who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, 
   broke the bread, and gave it to them saying,  

Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave you thanks, 
  and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Drink this all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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 Together as the body of Christ, 
  we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

 Hope and glory are our breath, merciful God, 
  for you have rolled away the stone of despair, 
   the stone of oppression, the stone of lament, the stone of grief, 
    the stone of death,  the stone of sin, the stone of fear. 
 Come and stand among us and breathe on us your peace, 
  breathe on us your power, breathe on us your eternal life, 
   that all who labor, all who stumble, all who hunger, 
    and all who fall shall meet you in the breaking of the bread 
     and be lifted up by  your touch. 
 Shape your church to be your risen body; 
  make our scars beautiful like your scars, 
   make our lives life-giving like your life, 
    and make our communion holy with your saints, 
 until you come again in glory and we eat with you in your kingdom, 
  Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, ever one God.  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil.   
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Agnus Dei Lamb of God ELW setting 4 

Distribution 
 If you are joining us from home or are taking communion from your seat: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 

 
Distribution Hymn I Know That My Redeemer Lives #619 (v. 5-8) 
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Distribution Hymn Now We Join in Celebration #462 

Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Music: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB159191. 

Table Blessing 
 May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  
 strengthen you and preserve  you unto eternal life.  Amen. 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
 Let us pray…  (A brief silence is kept.) 
 Living One, 
 in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 
 Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, 
 and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world.  Amen. 
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☩ SENDING ☩ 
 

Announcements 
 
Benediction 
 Go now, knowing that your Redeemer — Christ Jesus — 
 lives and frees us to live a new life 
 of resurrection peace and power, joy and jubilee.  Amen. 
 
Sending Song Thine Is the Glory #376 

Text: Edmond Budry, 1854–1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875–1939 
Music: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759 
Public Domain 



19 

Liturgy reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Used by  
permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 15447-LIT. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission.  Other liturgy reprinted with permission from Creative Communications for the Parish.  All rights reserved. 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve our Risen Lord. 
 Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!  Amen! 
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E A R L F A I T H T A E D I G 

C A I R E L C A R I M L F A R 

R E S U R R E C T I O N A J A 

O A E T I C L O T H E L T E C 

S O N E E W A Y E V L O H S E 

S T I G A R R B I E I M E U S 

P N N X E O S G L D N U R S I 

I A D U L L R U O R E E M C R 

C V E G H O I G N U N A M H P 

E R E M F A F Z E D R R S R R 

S E D I P O P E V Y A L A I U 

U S E E B T E P M O N Y V S S 

J O Y M S C Y A Y Y E M I T E 

A L A A I S G T U R N O O O L 

E L O O D D E P O A J R R R T 

T A J O A Y E L L M A N D Y S 

A E E L E N T U B U B I A D O 

R O E C I F I R C A S N Y O P 

B N O D I E V A O C O G S E A 

E A R N R V I R I F R I E N D 

L O B L O O E P O H N E M O W 

E V E F I L L A N R E T E T H 

C R E M E E D E R E N I H S O 

H O L Y S P I R I T H R E E D 

Alleluia 
Angel 
Apostles 
Behold 
Blessed 
Celebrate 
Cross 
Death 
Disciples 
Early Morning 
Easter Sunday 
Empty Tomb 
Eternal Life 
Faith 
Father 
Forgiven 
Forty Days 
Friend 
Glory 
Grace 
Happy 
Holy Spirit 
Hope 
Jesus Christ 
Joy 
Lamb of God 
Lent 
Linen Cloth 
Lord 
Love 
Mary 
Mary Magdalene 
Miracle 
Prayer 
Redeemer 
Rejoice 
Resurrection 
Risen Indeed 
Sacrifice 
Savior 
Servant 
Shine 
Son 
Spices 
Stone Story Surprise Three Days Women 


