
1 

 

 November 2025 

REJOICING, REACHING OUT, and RENEWING,  
we share the joy of the gospel, through a life of faith. 

 

11You will be enriched in every way 
for your great generosity, 

which will produce  
thanksgiving to God through us; 

12for the rendering of this ministry 
not only supplies the needs of the saints 

but also overflows with 
many thanksgivings to God. 
(2 Corinthians 9:11-12) 

 

Gratitude Changes Everything 

Thanksgiving is just around the  
corner, and so I’ve been thinking a lot 
about gratitude.  What is it?  When 
should we show it?  What does God 
say about it? 
 

In 1 Thessalonians 5:18, Paul wrote, 
“Give thanks in all circumstances.”  
But do we do that?  In reality, most of 
us are thankful for very little,  
particularly when things are not going 
well.  This verse doesn’t say FEEL 
thankful in all circumstances, instead 
it says that we are to “GIVE thanks in 
all circumstances.” 
 

When we begin to praise God in  
difficult situations, even if we don’t feel 
like it, it allows the scales to fall from 
our eyes so that we can begin to see 
glimpses of God’s glory like diamonds 
on a black velvet backdrop.  We may 
not often see glory in tragedy, but we 
can still praise God for being with us, 
even and especially in bad times. 
 

Gratitude changes the lens through 
which we see the circumstances in our 
little slice of time.  Thanksgiving can  

change our perspective despite  
broken dreams, relationships,  
tumultuous circumstances, or even 
unfulfilled longings. 
 

As we praise God for who God is, 
and thank God for what He’s done, 
our perspective of God grows larger 
and our problems grow smaller.  As 
a result, we may experience a  
deeper sense of intimacy with God 
as the emotional gap between what 
we know to be true and how we feel 
as the moment closes. 
 

I love the Book of Psalms because 
they put words to every emotion we 
experience.  There are Psalms of joy, 
despair, complaints (laments), etc.  
But even in the laments, there are 
offerings of thanks and gratitude for 
what God has done and will  
continue to do.  When we stop  
complaining and grumbling and 
begin speaking God’s love language 
of gratitude, our perspective will 
change as well. We will begin seeing 
moments of sudden glory through 
the lens of praise & thanksgiving — 
glory moments that were there all 
along, but hidden from our 
grumbling eyes. 
 

Let’s do our best, especially this 
month, to give thanks to God in ALL 
circumstances. 
 

With thanksgiving for all of you... 
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Grateful, Thankful, Blessed 
 

 The leaves are changing, harvest is in full swing, and the mornings 

have a brisk feel about them.  I absolutely love the beautiful colors of 

fall, especially the colorful leaves.  I realize that it is not always easy to 

see the beauty of leaves as we are raking, cleaning them out of our 

gutters and sweeping them off our decks!  

 

 I did a little “googling” to see if there was any reference to the  

different color of leaves.  Here is what I found: 

 

Brown holds for us stability, protection, endurance, and simplicity.  
 

Red holds for us passion, determination, love, and adventure.  
 

Orange holds balance, warmth, and freedom from our inner prisons. 
 

Magenta holds harmony.  
 

Purple leaves prompt our vast imaginations, depths of spirituality,  

 transformation, and wisdom. 

 

Now will knowing the facts above make raking, cleaning gutters and 

sweeping our decks any more enjoyable?  Eh…probably not honestly. 

But just maybe instead of focusing on the “job we have to do,” may-

be we can stop, even if it is for a second or two, and focus on the 

beauty of the leaves and focus on being grateful — grateful that we 

have trees to provide shade and help provide clean air.  May we also 

be thankful that we are healthy and able to do the task at hand. 

 

Wishing you and your family a Happy Thanksgiving 

filled with many blessings!  

 

Tammy Reigle 

Council President 
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Lately, it seems that we live in a world that often feels fast-paced, 
digital, and fragmented.  This means that we may miss out on  
opportunities to sit down and share a meal with others because we 
are too focused on getting to the next thing or completing our 
lengthy to do lists. 
 
There is something about sitting down at a meal with others that is 
holy and sacred.  The sharing of a meal is a ritual that binds us 

across cultures, time, and beliefs.  At its core, eating together is more than just nourishment; it 
is a sacred act of connection, generosity, and presence.  So it’s no wonder Jesus invites us to 
the meal of Holy Communion each week.  Holy Communion serves as a spiritual act of unity 
with Christ and fellowship with other believers. 
 
The shared table is a symbol of unity.  This month we celebrate Thanksgiving, which has  
become a tradition of families and friends gathering to share a meal together.  Every culture 
has its traditions around food.  Despite the differences in cuisine or custom, the core is often 
the same; a meal is meant to be shared. 
 
Historically, the breaking of bread together has been a sign of peace and reconciliation.  In 
many traditions, offering someone a place at your table is a profound gesture of trust and  
inclusion.  When people gather around a table, something powerful happens.  The table  
becomes a place of shared stories, laughter, vulnerability, and care.  The act of eating side by 
side softens boundaries and invites empathy.  It is difficult to remain strangers for long when 
you’re passing plates, pouring drinks, or savoring the same dish.  
 
In this sense, the table is not just a piece of furniture.  It is a sacred space where we are seen, 
nourished, and, if only briefly, reminded that we are not alone.  It’s about being present with 
one another.  In a culture that often values speed and productivity, slowing down to sit, eat, and 
talk together becomes a time that says, “This moment matters.  You matter.”  Even the most 
modest meal, when shared with sincerity, can become a celebration.  A sandwich split between 
friends, a potluck among neighbors, these are the moments that feed not just our bodies but our 
spirits. 
 
Food has the unique power to convey love, care, and even apology.  Sharing a meal allows us 
to step into each other’s lives in a physical way.  It invites us to witness each other’s joys, 
struggles, and stories.  It cultivates empathy and reinforces the idea that life, with all its  
complexity, is meant to be shared. 
 
In the sacredness of sharing a meal, we are reminded of what it means to give, to receive, to 
connect, and to belong.  It is a moment that grounds us, heals us, and brings us to each other 
and to ourselves.  So whether it’s a festive celebration, a weeknight family dinner, or an  
impromptu gathering with friends, may we approach the table not just with appetite, but with 
admiration for the company and the sacred act of coming together. 
 

Blessings, 
Vicar Keith Powell 
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Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6pm by Tammy Reigle.  
Present: Pastor Carolann Hopcke, Jim Meyer, Chris Nelson, Vicar Keith Powell, 
 Sara Rasmussen, Tammy Reigle, Amanda Reinhart, Roberta Seda,  
 Mary Kay Tisthammer 
Excused: Kay Flanagan, Josh Thayer 
 

Equipping Time: Amanda Reinhart shared the Lutheran Hour podcast: Worthless Things 
 based on Psalm 119. 
Approve Minutes: Mary Kay Tisthammer made a motion to approve the minutes of August 
 19, 2025.  Chris Nelson seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

Report of Officers  
 President: Tammy Reigle – No Report 
 Vice President: Mary Kay Tisthammer – Marcia Seier & Lisa Skillstad offered to clean/
  purge some old items from around the church.  Council appreciated their offer & gave  
  them permission to do this. 
 Treasurer: Nancy Ahlers – Nancy transferred another $10,000 from the Dankert/T-bill  
 Money Market Account to the Cornerstone Checking Account to meet monthly  
 expenses.  We have not borrowed from this account since before covid.  In fact, we were 
 able to transfer $50,000 from this account to the ELCA Mission Investment Fund to  
 accrue greater interest.  Nancy moved the dishwasher fund ($255) money to the  
 undesignated Memorial Fund.  Roberta Seda made a motion to accept the treasurer’s  
 report.  Amanda Reinhart seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

Staff Reports  
 Senior Pastor: Rev. Carolann Hopcke – Thrivent cards are needed for Halloween & Light  
 Parade giveaways & Veterans’ Sunday brunch.  There is no news yet on the Immanuel  
 Foundation Grant for Evangelism.  Pastor would like to order Attendance books for 
 worship.  These would help with visitor follow-up and attendance. Pastor will leave for 
 vacation on Sunday 9/28 after worship and will return on Monday night 10/6. 
 Intern Pastor: Vicar Keith Powell – Internship committee continues to meet monthly.   
 Classes are well underway.  Vicar started a Bible Study after worship using the book, 
 A is for Alabaster; the first week had a good attendance.  He’s attended some of our 
 youth’s sports events and the kids really appreciate it.  He has offered to chaperone our 
 youth to the Synod’s Middle School Retreat at Camp Carol Joy Holling in October.  He 
 would also like to see some of our youth participate in the Synod’s Mission Trip to  
 Pittsburgh next July. 
 High School Youth Coordinator: Dorothy Grosch – Weekly meetings have been going  
 well averaging 18 youth.  We will participate in the community youth event at the park 
 on Wednesday, September 10th.  Dorothy, Pastor & Vicar put a schedule together using 
 the kids’ ideas. 
 

Committee Reports 
 Evangelism: Upcoming Events include the Halloween Parade & Albion Light Parade.   
 The committee is also planning to host a Christmas Movie at Gateway Theater on  
 November 16th at 3pm.  This year they will be showing 4 holiday cartoons that average 
 30 minutes each.  The community will be invited and given free movies, popcorn & a 

Zion Congregational Council 
Minutes from September 16, 2025 
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 small pop.  Invitation postcards will be distributed in our Halloween Parade giveaways. 
 Faith and Fellowship: The next event is the Sight & Sound movie, “Noah” in Lincoln,  
 with brunch at the Green Gateau on Sunday, September 21st.  So far, there are 7 signed 
 up for brunch & 11 for the movie!  There will also be a gathering at the Nest on Sunday,  
 October12th. 
 Fundraising Committee: Plans for the Chili Cook Off / Cinnamon Roll Bake Off on 
 Sunday, October 26th are well underway.  We have at least 20 items for the Silent  
 Auction on the same day.  Auction items will be available for preview on October 1st 
 with bidding (online & in person) to begin on October 12th.  Proceeds from this event 
 will benefit the elevator fund/sprinkler project.  A pledge drive letter asking for  
 contributions to the Elevator Fund was reviewed and approved for mailing.  The council 
 will sign & Pastor will send as soon as it is copied.  The committee will be selling  
 six-month lottery calendars based on the Nebraska pick-3 daily numbers.  The cost is  
 $20 each or 3 for $50. 
 Property & Maintenance: East Doors have been repaired.  Due to the difficulty of  
 finding a door keeper, the council has decided to only open the west and south doors 
 daily.  All doors will be unlocked on Sundays and for special events.  Ushers will be 
 asked to unlock on Sundays.  The counters will unlock on Mondays.  Cheryl Sherburne 
 will unlock on Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays when she works.  Someone is  
 needed to unlock on Fridays & Saturdays, and to lock on Saturdays & Sundays.  The 
 Sanctuary Thermostat by the sacristy door has been replaced.  Tyler Iverson inspected 
 the three AC units on the south side of the building and reported that all three are over 
 20 years old. He recommends replacing all of them with a replacement estimate of 
 $20,500.  Sara Rasmussen made motion to have these AC units replaced.  Jim Meyer  
 seconded.  Motion Carried.  Scaffolding is needed to replace bulbs in the sanctuary.  
 Once they can secure the use of the scaffolding, Josh Thayer has a team ready to help 
 replace all the bulbs.  Tommy Heesacker reported that he will be coming back to inspect 
 the Bell Tower again to make sure all the leaks have been repaired. 
 Worship Committee: The Adult Choir resumed rehearsals on September 7th.  Bells will  
 begin rehearsals in October.  Jane Mundschenk will be the new candle filler with Nicole 
 Levander serving as her back-up.  They will begin in October.  Thanks to Deb Borchers 
 for doing this important job ever since Nancee Krohn retired.  Hadley Sue Temme will 
 be baptized on September 21st.  Sydney Rother & Will Frey will be married at Zion on 
 Saturday, September 27th. 
 

Task Force Reports 
 Handicap Accessibility Project: Elevator Fund = $180,447.50 (+ $30,000. Grant) as of  
  August 31, 2025. 
 

Old Business: None 
New Business: None 
 

Next Meeting: It was rescheduled for Tuesday, October 28, 2025, at 6pm due to both Pastor  
 and Vicar being away on October 21st.  Sara Rasmussen has equipping time. 
 

Adjournment: Mary Kay Tisthammer made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:35pm.   
 Roberta Seda seconded.  Motion carried.  The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Pastor Carolann Hopcke 

Secretary Pro-tem 
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              November Birthdays and Anniversaries 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

 1 Mitch Koch, Jacob Lindgren, 

  Jeff Martin, Connie Rieck 

 2 Joyce Rieck 

 3 Tom Fick*, Noah Lindgren,  

  Barb Trollope 

 4 Aaron Allgood, Pat Christo, 

  Casey Slaymaker 

 5 Carol Brugger*, Ross David,  

  Ryan Hoefer, Shalei Merten,  

  Lainah Neidhardt, Kaysen Nelson, 

  Ashlynn Paulson 

 6 LeRoy Mangus*, Ally Staub 

 7 Albert Sutton 

 8 Maggie Cleveland, Clay Sandman, 

  Evelyne Schaefer 

 10 Sheila Carder, Heather Kohtz 

 11 Gage Evans, Randy Leetch 

 12 Amy Olnes 

 15 Jenny Gompert, Becky Lindgren, 

  Mikaela Roberg 

 16 Pat Francis, Hesston Rugg 

 18 Cooper Seier 

 19 Abigail Addison 

 20 Margie Broekemeier, Max Grosch, 

  Arlyn Wilke 

 21 Thomas Dickey, Jim Meyer,  

  Maren Nelson, Jana Niewohner 

 22 Adam Briese, Chad David, 

  Brian Moser, Matthew Schmitz 

 24 Bradon Anderson 

 26 Branden Roberg, Jim Staub 

 27 Ashton Evans, Nathan Paulson 

 29 Madison Gompert, Axel Kardell, 

  Tammy Reigle, Corey Zoubek 

 30 Mary Grosch, Cola Heesacker,  

  Eric Johnson, Dan Olson 
 

 

*Denotes 80+  
years young 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 3 Amanda & Philip Rasmussen 
 4 Dana & Karen Andersen 
 7 Jana & Mark Niewohner 
 12 Brad & Lori Warner 
 13 Joey & Melissa Neidhardt 
 17 Charles & Cheryl Krohn* 
 21 Cody & Sara Rasmussen 
 22 Barb & Mike Trollope 
 

*Denotes 50+ years of marriage 

TABLE 
GRACE 

 

Happy Hearts 
(tune: Yankee Doodle) 

 

We thank you Lord for happy hearts 
for rain and sunny weather. 

We thank you Lord for this our food 
and that we’re here together. 

 
Thank you, thank you,  

thank you Lord. 
Thank you, thank you, Father. 

Thank you, thank you, for this food 
and that we’re all together. 

 
 
 
 

 

Tuesday, 
November 11th
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2025 Flower 
Committee 

 

November 
 Jolene Roberg 
 

December 
 Tammy Reigle 

 November 
 2025 
 

 Peace Circle will meet at Zion  
 on Wednesday, November 19th at  
 9am.  Mary Levander will be the  
 study leader. 
 

Grace Circle will meet at 2pm on Wednesday, 
November 19th at Assisted Living.  Doris 
Warner will be the study leader. 

 
 
 

November: 
Katie Rugg 
Nicole Levander 
Amy Olnes 
 

December 
Jim & Patti Meyer  
Nikki & Rich Heidemann 

2025 Schedule 

The December Messenger 
deadline is  

Sunday, November 16th! 

2025 Fellowship Coffee  
Serving Schedule 

 

November: Faith & Fellowship 
 Committee 
 

December: Women of Zion 

☩ Christian Symbol ☩  

 
 
 
 

 
 

CIRCLE 
 

     The circle is a symbol for God, as 
well as for eternity, due to its lack of a 
beginning or an end. It also reminds 
us of how the church year (not unlike 
the secular calendar) flows from  
season to season and moves smoothly 
from Christ the King Sunday (the  
culmination of the liturgical calendar) 
to the First Sunday of Advent (a new 
beginning). Indeed, the One who rules 
all is the same One whose first and 
final comings we anticipate anew  
during Advent.  

Intern 
Committee 

Meeting 
6pm on Monday, 

November 17th 
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Answers are on page 14 
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LUTHER LEAGUE 
for all youth in grades 9-12. 

Join us on  
Wednesday Nights! 

Dinner begins at 6pm. 
 

Please mark your calendars and invite 
your friends!  Everyone is welcome at any 
and all of our Luther League events! 

 

Blessings,  Dorothy Grosch 

Luther League Meals 
 

Want to help provide meals 
for Luther League meetings 
on Wednesday nights?  Go to 
signup genius at https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b0c44acac28a1f58-luther 
to volunteer!  Thanks! 

 

 
 

Schedule 
 

Wed., Nov. 5 6:30pm LL Room Meeting 
  (Plan Candlelight) 

Wed., Nov. 12 6:30pm LL Room Meeting 
  (Food Shelter Meals) 

Fri.-Sun., Nov. 14-16 Host Gateway Theater 

 6:30pm       Concessions 

Wed., Nov. 19 6:30pm Practice Candlelight 

Sun., Nov. 23 11am Bake Pumpkin Pies 

 6-8pm Pie Pickup 

Happy 
Thanksgiving! 
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Ongoing Needs: 
 

 Canned Soup Crackers 
 Canned Fruit Toilet Paper 
 Shampoo Bar Soap 
 Conditioner Toothpaste 
 Hand Sanitizers  Paper Products 

Miscellaneous Personal Hygiene Products 
 

Donations may be brought to the Pantry on 
Thursdays between 2-4pm. 

 

For more information, call Nancee Krohn (402) 741-1184 or Lynn Bygland (402) 920-3552 

1108 W. State St. 
Albion, NE  68620 

 

Open EVERY Thursday 
2-4pm 

 

NEXT MEETING: 
Tuesday, November 4

th 

at 5:30pm 

Mobile Food Pantry — Saturday, November 1st! 
 

This month’s Mobile Food Pantry will be held on Saturday, November 1st at 9:00 am at the Boone County 

Fairgrounds.  This will again be set up as a drive-through only.  All patrons will need to enter the 

fairgrounds from the 11th and Fairview entrance.  Vehicles will be taken in order of arrival in a 

designated line.  The first vehicle to arrive is asked to follow the road into the fairgrounds and stop and 

park directly in front of the cones that will be set out.  All other vehicles entering that are there for the 

mobile pantry need to follow in line and wait until you have been asked to do otherwise. 
 

If anyone is coming to volunteer their time, please park in the west parking lot next to the Casey 

Building.  If you are willing and are able to volunteer, please arrive around 8:15 am.   

 

If any volunteers or patrons have any symptoms of illness, please refrain from coming to the mobile 

pantry this month but feel free to ask someone else to pick up for you.  
 

The Food Bank of the Heartland will provide pre-packaged boxes, along with some other produce and 

food products.  Each patron will be required to take what is already packed in each box.  
 

A specific number of vehicles at a time will be sent down to the distribution area.  All people attending 

must remain in their vehicles unless asked to get out.  All cars in the distribution area must remain 

parked until all of those vehicles are told to move.  This is a big change as to how things are generally 

done so we ask for your patience and cooperation as the volunteers are doing their best.  
 

Everyone is reminded that there is always the possibility that 

the mobile pantry could be cancelled or postponed due to the 

current events.  Coordinators will do their best to update the 

information in the newspaper or through the Boone County 

Nebraska Sheriff’s Facebook page. 

Just a REMINDER: 

the Sew Happy 

Mission Quilters 

will NOT meet 

in November  

or December. 
 

All are welcome 

to join them in  

January 2026! 



11 

Holiday 

Dinner  
at 

Albion Country Club 

December 11th  

at 6:00pm 
The Fellowship Committee is 
planning another Holiday 
Dinner for members, families 
& friends!  More details will 
be coming soon. 

Mark your calendars 
and join us! 

For more information, 
please speak with 

Deb Borchers 
(308-991-3912) 

     We are hosting a Veterans Sunday Brunch and we need your 
help!  We need donations of food: egg bakes (9x13 — any 
type), Baked Goods (cinnamon rolls, breads, muffins, etc.), 
Fruit (any kind) and Drinks (Milk, Coffee, juice, etc.)  If you 
are able to help bring or make food, you may sign up on the 
narthex bulletin board or you may go to our Signup Genius link 
listed below:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C44ACAC28A1F58-veterans 

 

     For more information, please speak with someone on the 
Evangelism, Fellowship or Worship Committee (Amy Allgood, 
Deb Borchers, Dorothy Grosch, Patti Meyer, Tammy Reigle, 
Amber Salwei, Kim Schaefer, Cheryl Sherburne, Mary Staub, 
Tami Texley, Dave Woebbecke), Vicar Keith or Pastor  
Carolann. 

 

Help us honor our Veterans 
with Worship, Food & Fellowship! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Carolann will  
be on vacation from 

Wednesday,  
November 19th 

through Wednesday, 
December 3rd. 
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2026 
Six-Month Lottery Calendars 

(January to June) 

$20 each or 3 for $50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Zion is selling Lottery Calendars!    
Winning numbers will be based on the  
Nebraska State Lottery 3-digit Evening   
Pick 3 (Straight as drawn).  
 Numbers from 000 to 999 may be pur-
chased for $20 each or 3 calendars for $50.  
Prizes range from $20 to $150 depending on 
the day of the month. 

They’ll  make great Christmas gifts! 
 

For more information, please contact 
Mary Kay Tisthammer (402-741-1256) 
or the Church Office (402-395-2043) 

 
All proceeds benefit the Elevator Fund! 

Wine & Word 
6pm on Thursday, 

November 20th 
at the 

Gateway Terrace 
Community Room 

 

 Everyone is invited to the Gateway 
Terrace Community Room (11th St) for 
a casual evening of faith, food, and 
fellowship. 
 If you have any questions or 
concerns, please speak with Pastor 
Carolann (267-374-7762). 
 

Please mark your calendars  
and join us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, November 2
nd

 at  3pm 
 

    All Confirmation Students and Mentors 
are invited to go Punkin’ Chunkin’ on  
Sunday, November 2nd!  We will meet at 
the church just before 3pm.  We’ll  
hopefully take a hayrack ride to possibly 
collect pumpkins & then end up at our 
Punkin’ Chunkin’ site! 
 

    If you have pumpkins to donate, let us 
know and we’ll stop by and pick them up 
on our way! 

 

Mark your calendars! 

… and remember to set 
your clocks back one hour 

on November 2, 2025 
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FREE 
FAMILY-FRIENDLY 

MOVIE 
at 

GATEWAY THEATER 
Sunday, November 16th 

at 3pm! 
 

 EVERYONE is invited to a family-
friendly holiday movie on Sunday,  
November 16th.  This is a FREE movie 
that will be appropriate for children 
of all ages.  Pop & popcorn will also be 
free!   

Invite friends & join us! 

Pumpkin Pie 
Fundraiser 

$15 each 
 

 Let Luther League 
do the baking for you 
this Thanksgiving!  Pies will be baked 
on Sunday, November 23rd after 
church and may be picked up between 
6 & 8pm that night.   
 

 You may order online at sign-up 
Genius (https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60B0C44ACAC28A1F58-52446784
-pumpkin), or by using the sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin board, or you may 
even call the church (402-395-2043) 
or Dorothy (402-741-0624). 
 
 

Order deadline is November 16th! 
 

Thanks for your continued support!!! 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
SUNDAY: OCTOBER 12, 2025 

 

Thanks to our Sew Happy Mission Quilters 
133 quilts were boxed up and prepared to be 

sent to Lutheran World Relief. 
 

If you would like to volunteer your time and 
talents, the ZLC Sew Happy Mission Quilters 

will be starting up again in January 2026.  
Check the January Messenger for dates. 

 

Zion also created 
24 Personal Care 
Kits & 51 School 

Kits for Lutheran 
World Relief. 

 

Thanks to all who 
helped donate, 
package, box &  
transport these 

donations! 
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Zion 

Church 

Council 

Will MEET on 

Tuesday,  

November 18th at 6pm. 

Next 

Meeting: 

Monday, 

November 10
th

 

At 

5:30pm 

 

Answers: Give, praise, Lord, proclaim, name, make, 
known, nations, done, sing, him, praise, 

tell, all, wonderful, acts 

Bible Quiz Answer: C (See James 1:17) 

All Saints’ Day is a time 
to remember all the 
saints who have faithfully 
lived and died with the 
Lord.  All Saints’ Day will 
be celebrated during  
worship on Sunday,  
Nov. 2, 2025.  All Saints’ Day provides a time 
for the faithful to remember, reflect on and 
thank God for their loved ones who have died.  
We will light candles and ring a chime as we 
name the saints.  Please give the name of your 
saints to Pastor Carolann. 
 

This year, we are also inviting everyone to bring 
in pictures of their loved ones who have died.  
We will be placing the pictures throughout the 
sanctuary so that we will truly be surrounded by 
a great cloud of witnesses.  Please put a sticky 
note on the back of each picture with your 
name, so that we may return the pictures to the 
right people. 

All Saints’ Day 
Sunday, November 2nd! 

 
 
 

All of Zion’s Sign Ups 
can be found online! 

 

To volunteer, use one of the links below: 
 

Worship Assistants:  https://
 www.signupgenius.com/
 go/60B0C44ACAC28A1F58-worship 
 

Food Pantry Volunteer Signup: 
 https://ww.signupgenius.com/
 go/60B0C44ACAC28A1F58-54444846-
 food 
 

Confirmation Meals: 
 https://www.signupgenius.com/
 go/60B0C44ACAC28A1F58-meal 
 

Luther League Meals: 
 https://www.signupgenius.com/
 go/60B0C44ACAC28A1F58-luther1 
 

This is an easy and convenient way to 
volunteer for the dates and ways you 

would like to help.  If you need  
assistance, contact the church office. 
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NOVEMBER 
 

  2 Tami Texley 
  9 Tami Texley 
 16 Tami Texley 
 23 Tami Texley 
 30 Sarah Liss 

 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 
 

  2 Jacque & Tom Dickey 
  9 Kay Flanagan 
 16 Volunteer Needed! 
 23 Volunteer Needed! 
 30 Volunteer Needed! 

 

 

 

 

The Evangelism Committee will 
meet on Monday, 

November 3rd at 7pm. 
All are welcome! 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Enclosed in this newsletter is a Reverse Advent 

Calendar.  Simply collect the suggested items 

in a box over the season & bring it to church on 

Christmas Eve or the Sunday after.   All items 

benefit our local food pantry.  
 

Thanks for your help! 

November 6
th
 

9:30am at the 

Dotted Daisy 
 

 The Faith & Fellowship Committee is 

inviting everyone for Coffee &  

Conversation at the Dotted Daisy on the 

first Thursday of each month at 9:30am.  

We hope to see you on November 6
th

! 
 

Please join us & 

invite friends! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Classes: 
Wednesdays in 

November 
5

th
, 12

th
 & 19

th 
Dinner is served at 5:30pm 

Class begins at 6pm until 7:30pm 
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2pm on November 20th at Wolf Home 
Volunteers & Prizes needed! 

 

We host Bingo at Wolf  Home on the 3rd Thursday of 
each month.  We need volunteers as well as prizes 
each month.   We are looking for  
donations of Large Print books, coloring books for 
adults, beanie babies, candy, cookies, chips, etc.   
 

Donations are being collected in the marked box in 
the narthex. 
 

For more information, please speak with  
Pastor Carolann (402-395-2043 or 267-374-7762) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, November 9th 

 

     We will be  honoring all veterans 
with a special worship service on 
Sunday, November 9th followed by a 
free breakfast after worship in our 
fellowship hall.  Please invite all the 
veterans you know to join us! 
 

Sunday, November 9th after 9am worship 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 In person Online 
 

May 124 130 
June  96 129 
July  97 141 
August 105 128 
September 160 137 
 

Year to Date: 116 In person 
  129 Online 

Average 

Just a Note 

Bell Choir 
Schedule 

 

Wednesday November  5 4:30pm 
Wednesday November 12 4:30pm 
Wednesday November 19 4:30pm 
 

Wednesday December 3 4:30pm 
Wednesday December 10 4:30pm 
 

Jacque Dickey 
402-741-1709 (cell) 
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Prayer Concerns this Month 
Wolf Memorial Home Residents 

 Jean Bittner Judy Harder 
Bob & LaVonne Kruse 

 LaVonne Mills Muriel Young 
 

Good Samaritan Estates (Assisted Living) 
 Donna Kruse Dorothy Young 
 

Genoa Assisted Living (Genoa) 
Arletta Francis 

 

Heritage of Bel-Air (Norfolk) 
LaVonne Olnes 

 

Mid-Nebraska Lutheran Home 
Harold & Lois Thewke 

 

Community Memorial Health Center (Burwell) 
Dale Sheldon 

 

Out of State 
Elva Bartels (Texas) 
Joy Haas (Colorado) 

 

In Our Sunday Prayers 
Ante Björnberg, George Christo, Joy Haas, 

Kenny Jasa, Beth Metz, Kolby Pedro, 
Mark Smith, Pat Tobiason, Dennis Tyson, 

and the families of 
Melvin Andrews, Bob Hosier, 

Robbie Kleffner, Kenny Podany, 
Jason Schnoor 

 
 
 
 

Our Congregation 
Church Council 

Our Sexton: Jenny Gompert 
Our Finance Committee 

The Newly Baptized: Emery Lila Zoucha 
 

Other Concerns 
Our Military 

Those affected by war, violence & hatred 
Those affected by natural disasters 

 

Other prayer concerns are welcome 

Sunday 
Bulletins 

 

     Sunday bulletins are 
available in the narthex.  
They are in the tract rack 
by the Thursday before the upcoming  
Sunday.  Feel free to stop by and pick one up. 

Communion 
Elements 
Available 

 

Individually packaged communion elements  
continue to be available for pick up in the 
church narthex.  Take as many as you need 
for your household.  This will let you take 
communion with us on Sundays as you watch  
us on Facebook live or Vyve Channel 21.  
If it is easier, or you are more comfortable 
taking communion in your seat, you may also 
use these elements to take communion on 
Sunday mornings. 

If you have any questions, please talk to 
Pastor Carolann or Amy Zaruba. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Rehearsal Sunday, November 2nd 10am 
 

 Rehearsal Sunday, November 9th 8:30am 
 SING Sunday, November 9th 9am 

Veteran’s Sunday Worship 
 

 Rehearsal Sunday, November 16th 10am 
 

 Rehearsal Sunday, December 7th 10am 
 Rehearsal Sunday, December 21st 8am 
 SING Sunday, December 21st 9am 
 

*If anyone would like to prepare a vocal or  
instrumental special music, please contact 

Tami Texley (402-741-2330). 
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Do you play an instrument? 
Do you like to sing? 

 

We are in need of special music  
before each of our  

Christmas Eve services. 
There will be time to share your 

musical talents before the 
3:30pm or 5:30pm services. 

 

A sign-up sheet is posted on the  
bulletin board by Pastor’s office. 

Sign up for the time that works best 
for you and let us know what musical 

talent you will be sharing. 
 

For more information, please speak 
with Tami Texley (402-741-2330) 

Sun., Nov. 2 All Saints’ Sunday 
 9:00am   Remembering the Saints with 
  bells, candles, pictures, and 
  Holy Communion 
 

Sun., Nov. 9 Veterans Sunday 
 9:00am with Holy Communion, Choir 
  & Brunch to follow 
 

Sun., Nov. 16 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 9:00am with Holy Communion 
 10:00am Advent Workshop 
  with Potluck Breakfast 
 

Sun., Nov. 23 Christ the King Sunday 
 9:00am with Holy Communion 
 

Sun., Nov. 30 First Sunday in Advent 
 9:00am with Holy Communion 

Advent Families 
Would your family like to be an 

Advent Family 
and help light the candles on the Advent wreath? 
Sign-up on the bulletin board outside the offices 

or call the church office at 402-395-2043. 
 

Nov. 30 Advent 1 Volunteer Family Needed 
 

Dec. 7 Advent 2 Volunteer Family Needed 
 

Dec. 14 Advent 3 Volunteer Family Needed 
 

Dec. 21 Advent 4 Volunteer Family Needed 
 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 
 3:30pm Volunteer Family Needed 
 5:30pm Volunteer Family Needed 

 
 

Christmas Poinsettias 
 

If you would like to help decorate the church for Christmas, please 
order some poinsettias.  They are available in the following colors: 

 

Red, White, or Glitter (Red & White Speckled)* 
(Colors are subject to change based on availability) 

 

You may order flowers in honor/ memory of loved ones.  The list of 
those honored/remembered will be in the Christmas Eve bulletin 
and the January Messenger. 
 

Complete the form below to order poinsettias and place it in the 
offering plate or mail it with your payment to: 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 
319 S. 5th St. 

Albion, NE  68620 
 

The cost is $15.00 per plant (6’’ pots). 
 

The order deadline is Sunday, November 30th. 
(Speak with Patti Meyer if you have any questions.) 

 

Name of sponsor: ______________________________ 
 

Phone # (        )  __________________ 
 

In memory of: ________________________________ 
           ________________________________ 
 

In honor of: __________________________________ 
       __________________________________ 
 

# of plants & colors: __________ 
Amount enclosed: $____________ 

 

(Feel free to use more than one order form) 
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Nikki 
Heidemann 

 

 Nikki Rae Field was born October 20, 1981, to Lester and 
Twyla Field at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Norfolk, NE.  
This was same day that Johnny Carson was visiting town, so  
traffic was too busy to make it to Faith Regional Hospital.  Nikki 
was welcomed home by her four older brothers and three older 
sisters.  Nikki and her older siblings later welcomed a younger 
brother into the family.  
 

 Nikki grew up in Norfolk and attended county school at Victory Elementary.  She then 
went on to Norfolk Middle School and Norfolk Senior High School, graduating with the class 
of 2000.  Nikki played on her High School soccer team which earned her a soccer scholarship 
to Wayne State College in Wayne, NE.  In 2005, she graduated with a bachelor’s degree in  
Biology Life Sciences.  
 

 In 2007, Nikki moved to Albion to work as a biologist for the ethanol plant.  Five years  
later she started at Boone County Health Center as a phlebotomist.  Nikki went back to school 
in 2013 at the University of Nebraska Medical Center.  She completed a four-year degree in 
just one and a half years, graduating with a Bachelor of Clinical Laboratory Science Degree.  
In 2021, she was promoted to Clinic Laboratory Director for Boone County Health Center 
which means she oversees the seven clinical laboratories associated with the facility.  To give 
back to the community of Albion, Nikki serves as the director of the Albion Soccer League 
and teaches science at Cardinal Kids Club (CKC) during the summer. 
 

 Nikki met the love of her life, Richard Heidemann, while playing on the Men’s Racquetball 
league at the Albion Fitness Center.  Two years later, they were married in Jamaica on May 7, 
2011.  The couple has been blessed with a wonderful son, Aiden (9) and has recently  
welcomed a bonus son, Anteneh Björnberg (17), an exchange student from Sweden.  
 

 In her free time, Nikki enjoys caring for her many plants, running, lifting weights, golfing, 
and reading/listening to true crime documentaries and podcasts.  Nikki also enjoys traveling 
and learning other languages.  One of her favorite vacations was when she was seventeen, she 
spent three weeks in Monterrey, Mexico, living with a family that did not speak English and 
whom she did not know until she arrived at their home.  Even with the language barrier it was 
one of the greatest learning opportunities.  Nikki enjoys setting goals for herself such as  
reading the entire bible and running a marathon.  Most of all she loves caring for her family.  
 

 Nikki is a lifelong Lutheran; she was baptized and confirmed at Christ Lutheran Church in 
Norfolk.  In 2011, she joined Zion Lutheran Church, Albion.  Since joining Zion, she has 
served in many roles, including being a Luther League Sponsor and Sunday School teacher.  
She currently serves as a confirmation mentor, a member of the scholarship committee, altar 
guild, lector, grant writer, and a vital member of the fundraising committee.  We are certainly 
blessed and honored by her membership and for all the ways in which she has chosen to serve 
God in our midst. 
 

Written & submitted by Vicar Keith Powell 
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I am your 
Church 

Envelope 
 

I would like to talk with you, 
for I am part of your church life. 

 

I may be a complete stranger to you, 
 but I can help you be a better Christian. 
 

I like to go to worship on Sunday, 
 for I help you to be Christ’s partner. 
 

I am very small, but 
 I am the keystone of your church program. 
 

I am a weekly reminder 
 of your daily blessings. 
 

I dare you to be as good to God 
 as he has been to you. 
 

I am only paper, but I carry 
 the full gift of a generous heart. 
 

I am the only pocketbook 
 you need on Sunday, and 
 I promise not to be a burden. 
 

I am your chance to preach, 
 for I am a silent sermon of your devotion. 

Committee 
will 

meet on 
Sunday, November 2nd 

after church at 10:15am 
 

All are welcome to join us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations Mr. & Mrs. Frey! 
Sydney Rother & Will Frey were married at 
Zion on Saturday, September 27th.  We wish 
them God’s abundant blessings in their new 
life together as husband and wife! 
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Next 
Meeting: 
Monday, 

November 3rd  
at 

5:30pm 

Zion Lutheran Church 
will be volunteering at the Movie Theater! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

A sign-up sheet for workers  
is posted on the bulletin board! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Elevator Update 
 

Total Cost:$232,945* 
(Custom Elevator for caskets) 

 

Elevator T-bill Account $180,447.50 
 September Income $2,890.37
 September Expenses $0.00
 September Interest $516.88 
 Total $183,854.75** 
 

*This does NOT include the Sprinkler  
system estimated @ $252,000. 

 

** Does NOT include the $30,000 grant! 

Thanks for your support 
of this very important project! 

Project 

Handicap 

 
 
 
 
The Mission Endowment  Committee 

will meet on Monday,  
February 9th at 5:30pm. 

 
 

Albion’s Light Parade 
Thursday, December 4th 

6pm 
 

Zion will be participating in the light  

parade again this year! Our theme is: 

The Grinch! 
We need: 

 Lights (old or new as long as they work!) 

 VOLUNTEERS to 

• walk with the float 

• hand out our giveaways! 

• ride on the float! 
 

Light donations are being collected in 

the narthex.  We need these as soon as 

possible. 
 

If you’d like to volunteer to help walk or 

ride, please speak with Kim Schaefer 

402-741-2716. 

Dear Church Family, 
 

 I thank you all so 
much for the birthday wishes and gifts!  
Your love and kindness are such a  
blessing to me. 
 Vicar & I would also thank you for the 
cake, gifts & cards to celebrate Pastor  
Appreciation Month.  We feel very  
fortunate to serve as your Pastor & Vicar.  
It is a joy to do ministry with all of you!   

With love and appreciation, 
Pastor Carolann & Vicar Keith 
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Why We Give… 
 

We give: 
 in response to God’s grace in  
    sending his Son; 
 in response to the love of   
    Jesus Christ’s dying for us; 
 in response to the gifts of life 

which we have so 
abundantly received; 

 in response to the opportunities God gives 
us to discover the meaning and purpose of 
life; and 

 in response to God’s presence in our lives 
at all times, and especially when we need 
him most. 

Dear Friends, 
 As we welcome September, 
we are filled with gratitude for 
the blessings that this new  
season brings.  The return to 
school, the start of fall  
activities, and the daily 
rhythms of life here at Oaks 
Indian Mission remind us of 
the incredible support that makes our work 
possible.  Because of you, our children have 
a safe home, the tools they need to learn, 
and the encouragement to grow into the 
individuals God created them to be. 
 We are reminded of 1 Thessalonians 
5:16-18: “Rejoice always prays continually, 
give thanks in all circumstances: for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  Your 
prayers, generosity, and  partnership allow 
us to rejoice daily as we see lives being 
touched and transformed. 
 Thank you for standing with us in the  
mission.  Your support of $195.00  
empowers our children to dream, to grow, 
and to find hope for the future.  Together, 
we are planting seeds that will bear fruit for 
years to come. 
 Your kindness  means so much.  Lives 
are being touched and hearts are being up-
lifted. 

Thank you! 
Grace and peace, 

Dan Cooper 
Executive Director 

Dear Zion Lutheran Church, 
 Thank you for your incredibly generous 
gift to Blessings of $722.57 on 8/6/25.  
Today, food insecurity impacts children in 
every corner of the United States.  An 
astounding 100% of U.S. Counties  
currently have food insecure residents.  
That’s why your support makes such an 
enormous difference. 
 Because of YOU, more children across 
the country will know where their next meal 
will come from when they leave school on 
Friday afternoon.  We are so grateful for 
the impact you make on kids each  
weekend. 
 Thank you for letting kids be kids —
without the worry of being hungry. 
 If you have any questions about  
Blessings in a Backpack, please contact 
Sydney DeLong at (312) 366-2749 or 
sydneyd@blessingsinabackpack.org 
 

Sincerely, 
Erin Kerr 

Chief Executive Officer 
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Chili Winner: Seth Flanagan 

2nd Place Chili Winner: 
Jolene Roberg 

2nd Place Cinnamon Roll 
Winner: Jacque Dickey 

Cinnamon Roll Winner: 
Jessica Reestman 

1. Patti Meyer 
2. Pr. Carolann Hopcke 
3. Tammy Reigle 
4. Mary Kay Tisthammer 
5. Ellen Frey 
6. Nikki Heidemann 
7. Pat Tisthammer 
8. Jane Prothman 

Thanks to all who entered their Chili! 
9. Seth Flanagan 
10. Amanda Reinhart 
11. Amanda Reinhart 
12. Lisa Thayer 
13. Jolene Roberg 
14. Ron Coakes 
15. Mary Levander 

1. Cheryl Young 
2. Jessica Reestman 
3. Roberta Seda 
4. Mary Kay Tisthammer 
5. Ellen Frey 
6. Zondee Coakes 
7. Bob Sandman 
8. Jacque Dickey 

Thanks to all who entered 
their Cinnamon Rolls 
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Silent Auction Item Donated by Winner 

#1 Dental Delight Albion Family Dental Roberta Seda 

#2 Toys & Games Aiden Heidemann Amy Flanagan 

#3 Pair of Camp Chairs Heidemann Family Porter Family 

#4 Antique Spinning Wheel Anonymous Doris Warner 

#5 Gift Card of Deliciousness Cola Heesacker Reinhart Family 

#6 Plane Ride Tony & Nicole Levander Dallas Choat 

#7 Rolling Pin  
      Sourdough Items 

Mikaela Roberg Tom Dickey 

#8 Prime Rib Dallas & Krista Choat Heidemann 

#9 Party Basket Reigle Family Heidemann 

#10 Fall Goodies Basket Jim & Patti Meyer Cheryl Krohn 

#11 Lucky Numbers Ann & Richard Heidemann Patti Meyer 

#12 Dough Haus Items Amanda Rasmussen Cheryl Krohn 

#13 Seasonal Pillow Set Judy Johnson Kay Flanagan 

#14 Who Wants S’mores Scott & Amanda Reinhart Lisa Skillstad 

#15 Babysitting Skylar Porter Tana Dozler 

#16 Nativity Set Marky Kay Tisthammer Kay Flanagan 

#17 Craftiness of Happiness Cheryl Sherburne Lisa Skillstad 

#18 Block a Church Hymn Zion Lutheran Church Kay Flanagan 

#19 Reserve a Pew 
        (Christmas/Easter) 

Zion Lutheran Church Connie Becker 

#20 Mowing Services Reed & Bennett Reinhart Ellen Frey 

#21 American Flag  Tisthammer Fabrications  Cheryl Krohn 

#22 Dog Basket Emily Levander Denise Cook 

#23 Babysitting Emily Levander Whitney Paulson 

#24 Reserve a Pew  
         (Christmas Program) 

Zion Lutheran Church Katie Rugg 
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Thanks to all who donated, bid & 
participated in the silent auction! 

 

Freewill donation at the Door = $1,800 
Silent Auction Receipts = $4,605* 

Misc. Donation = $20 

Total Received to Date = $6,425.*  
(*as of  10/28/25 — more $ is expected) 

Silent Auction Item Donated by Winner 

#25 Family Night Out 

Terry & Nancy Ahlers,  
Adam & Lauren Briese, 
Kent & Sheila Carder, 
Mike & Roberta Seda, 
Doug & Pam Young 

Reinhart Family 

#26 Wreath Jolene Roberg 
Margie 
Broekemeier 

#27 Stained Glass Items Jane Mundschenk Cheryl Krohn 

#28 Rainbow Quilt 
        (Bargello Pattern) 

Sew Happy Mission Quilters Lisa Thayer 

#29 Kids Games Jane Mundschenk Trina Hellbusch 

#30 6lbs. of Ground Beef Jim & Becky Lindgren 
Tony Levander 

#31 6lbs. of Ground beef Jim & Becky Lindgren 

#32 Stained Glass Barn Light Marcia Seier Ellen Frey 

#33 Snoopy Quilt Sew Happy Mission Quilters Lisa Skillstad 

#34 Blue & White 
       Checkered Quilt 

Sew Happy Mission Quilters Tana Dozler 

#35 Stitched with Love Lois Hoefer Cheryl Krohn 

#36 Harvest Blessings Stuhr Farms Roberta Seda 

#37 Fall Basket 
Nancy Ahlers & 
Amy Allgood 

Marcia Seier 

#38 Grinch Basket Mary Kay Tisthammer Amy Moser 

#39 Table Arrangement Jolene Roberg Cheryl Krohn 

#40 Handmade Queen Quilt  Ann Hellbusch Barb Michael 

#41 Decorative Dishware Jerene Kruse Vicar Keith 
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Thursday 

November 27
th

 

Zion Sunday Services 

are broadcast LIVE on 
Eagle Cable Channel 21 

and repeated on 

Wednesdays at 
8am, 10:30am, 12pm, 

4pm, 7pm, 8pm & 9pm 
and Saturdays at 

8am and 12pm. 
 

You may also join us each Sunday morning at 9am 
on Facebook Live! 

You may worship with us live, 
or watch the service by clicking the link 

on our Facebook page 

at www.facebook.com/zionalbion 

Zion Messenger is a monthly publication of  

Zion Lutheran Church 

319 S 5th St., Albion, NE  68620 

Worship Services - Sunday 9:00am 
 

Office Hours: 

 Monday - Thursday 9:00am - 4pm 

 Friday Office Closed 

Phone 402-395-2043 
 

Pastoral Care Concerns after hours: 

Pastor Carolann Hopcke, 267-374-7762 
 

Email:  office@zionalbion.org 

Website:  www.zionalbion.org 
 

Zion’s Staff 

Pastor Carolann Hopcke, Senior Pastor 

PCA@zionalbion.org 
 

Vicar Keith Powell, Seminarian 

vicarkeith@zionalbion.org 
 

Office Administrators 

Cynthia Kraus & Cheryl Sherburne 

office@zionalbion.org 
 

High School Youth Coordinator 

Dorothy Grosch 

youthcoordinator@zionalbion.org 
 

Nancy Ahlers, Treasurer 

treasurer@zionalbion.org 

Prayer Chain & 
Prayer Concerns 

 

If you would like to add 
someone to the prayer chain, 
please call Sharon Waters 
(402-741-2358)  or the 

church office and they will start the chain.   
If you’d like to add someone to our Sunday 
prayers, please call the church office  
(402-395-2043). 
 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,  
give thanks in all circumstances;  

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you.”  (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 


