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 March 2023 

REJOICING, REACHING OUT, and RENEWING,  
we share the joy of the gospel, through a life of faith. 

 

 Sandra felt as low as the heels of her shoes when she 
pulled open the florist shop door, against a November gust of 
wind.  Her life had been as sweet as a spring breeze and 
then, in the fourth month of her second pregnancy, a "minor"  
automobile accident stole her joy.  This was Thanksgiving 
week and the time she should have delivered their infant 
son.  She grieved over their loss. 
  Their troubles had multiplied.  Her husband's company 
"threatened" to transfer his job to a new location.  Her sister 
had called to say that she could not come for her long  
awaited holiday visit.  What's worse, Sandra's friend  
suggested that Sandra's grief was a God-given path to  
maturity that would allow her to empathize with others who 
suffer.  "She has no idea what I'm feeling," thought Sandra 
with a shudder, "Thanksgiving?  Thankful for what?" she 
wondered.  "For a careless driver whose truck was hardly 
scratched when he rear-ended me? For an airbag that saved 
my life, but took my child's?" 
 "Good afternoon, can I help you?"  Sandra was startled 
by the approach of the shop clerk. "I . . . I need an  
arrangement," stammered Sandra.  "For Thanksgiving?” 
asked the clerk.  I'm convinced that flowers tell stories.  Are 
you looking for something that conveys 'gratitude' this 
Thanksgiving?"  "Not exactly!" Sandra blurted out. "In the last 
five months, everything that could go wrong has gone 
wrong."  Sandra regretted her outburst, and was surprised 
when the clerk said, "I have the perfect arrangement for 
you."  Then the bell on the door rang, and the clerk greeted 
the new customer, "Hi, Barbara, let me get your  
order."  She excused herself and walked back to a small 
workroom, then quickly reappeared, carrying an arrangement 
of greenery, bows, and what appeared to be long-stemmed 
thorny roses.  Except the ends of the rose stems were neatly 
snipped: there were no flowers.  "Do you want these in a 
box?" asked the clerk.  Sandra watched, thinking - was this a 
joke?  Who would want rose stems with no flowers!  She 
waited for laughter, but neither woman laughed.  "Yes, 
please," Barbara replied with an appreciative smile.  "You'd 
think after three years of getting the special, I wouldn't be so 
moved by its significance, but I can feel it right here, all over 
again," she said, as she gently tapped her chest. 
  After the other customer left, Sandra stammered, "Ah, 
that lady just left with . . .. uh . . .. she left with no flowers!" 
"That's right," said the  clerk. "I cut off the flowers. That's the 
'Special'.  I call it the Thanksgiving Thorns Bouquet.   
Barbara came into the shop three years ago, feeling much 

as you do today," explained the clerk.  "She thought she had very 
little to be thankful for.  She had just lost her father to cancer; the 
family business was failing; her son had gotten into drugs; and she 
was facing major surgery. That same year I had lost my husband," 
continued the clerk.  "For the first time in my life, I had to spend the 
holidays alone.  I had no children, no husband, no family nearby, 
and too much debt to allow any travel." 
 "So what did you do?" asked Sandra.  "I learned to be thankful 
for thorns," answered the clerk quietly. "I've always thanked God for 
the good  things in my life and I never questioned Him why those 
good things happened to me, but when the bad stuff hit, I cried out, 
'Why? Why me?!' It took time for me to learn that the dark times are 
also important to our faith! I’ve always enjoyed the 'flowers' of my 
life, but it took the thorns to show me the beauty of God's comfort!  
You know, the Bible says that God comforts us when we're afflicted, 
and from His consolation we learn to comfort others." 
 Sandra sucked in her breath, as she thought about what her 
friend had tried to tell her.  "I guess the truth is I don't want comfort.  
I've lost a baby and I'm angry with God."  Just then someone else 
walked in the shop.  "Hey, Phil!" the clerk greeted the balding,  
rotund man.  "My wife sent me in to get our usual Thanksgiving  
arrangement: twelve thorny, long-stemmed stems!" laughed Phil as 
the clerk handed him a tissue wrapped arrangement from the  
refrigerator.  "Those are for your wife?" asked Sandra incredulously. 
"Do you mind telling me why she wants a bouquet that looks like 
that?"  "Four years ago, my wife and I nearly divorced," Phil replied.  
"After forty years, we were in a real mess, but with the Lord's grace 
and guidance, we trudged through problem after problem, and with 
the Lord’s help, rescued our marriage.  Jenny here (the clerk) told 
me she kept a vase of rose stems to remind her of what she had 
learned from "thorny" times and that was good enough for me.  I 
took home some of those stems.  My wife and I decided to label 
each one for a specific "problem" and give thanks for what that  
problem taught us."  As Phil paid the clerk, he said to Sandra, "I 
highly recommend the Special!" 
 "I don't know if I can be thankful for the thorns 
in my life" Sandra said to the clerk. "It's all too . . 
fresh."  "Well," the clerk replied carefully, "my experience has shown 
me that the thorns make the roses more precious. We treasure 
God's providential care more during trouble than at any other time.  
Remember that it was a crown of thorns that Jesus wore so we 
might know His love....try not to resent the thorns."  Tears began to 
roll down Sandra's cheeks. For the first time since the accident, she 
loosened her grip on her resentment.  "I'll take those twelve  
long-stemmed thorns, please," she managed to choke out.  "I hoped 
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Extra!  Extra! Read all about it! 
 

 The February 10
th
 edition of the Albion Weekly News in 1916 was jam-packed with 

hot news of the Albion area, state, and the nation.  People worried about President 
Wilson building up the military and possibly entering the war in Europe, and C.W. 
Chambers of Table Rock had just won the Nebraska State Checkers Championship in 
Hastings.  The little 2-year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Kronkright was kicked in the 
head by a mule, and the Albion Produce Market was paying 22¢ for a dozen eggs.  The 
Albion High School basketball team was soundly defeated by Columbus whose lads 
were able to “find the basket without even trying”, while Ruth Whiting scored 31 of the 
girls’ team’s 45 points in their game.  There was a meeting Friday evening for the  
purpose of creating a campaign to make Nebraska a dry state, and later on in the 
evening we could attend a dance featuring Zipp’s Orchestra at the Albion Opera House. 
 But one headline really stuck out - LUTHERANS TO BUILD.  It had been decided 
that their present church building was much too small for their budding congregation.  
Two lots were bought the week before south of the southwest corner of the courthouse 
affording them with an “ideal location”.  Rev. Franke was hoping to break ground on the 
new building as soon as spring opened up since the work of raising the necessary funds 
had been going well. 
 Can you imagine the excitement (and anxiety) that our earlier congregation friends 
must have felt as this big undertaking began to unfold?  I’m sure they were confined to a 
very small building (I think this may be part of what is now Tony and Nicole Levander’s 
house) that did not allow them to do the things churches needed to do.  No places for 
Sunday School or pot-luck dinners or wedding receptions.  This new building, that we 
now still enjoy, must have seemed like a mansion — a beacon on the prairie planted 
right beside a major street and across from the beautiful courthouse. 
 I have a hard time imagining what a huge undertaking this must have been!  To  
procure the necessary funds for the building must have been a monumental hurdle - 
even at 1916 prices (could you imagine recreating this same building today??).  But, 
they did it!  I’m sure by saving dimes and nickels along with plenty of bake sales and 
hefty donations from congregants who saw the importance and were willing to suffer 
through hardship to make the dream come true.  And that same building is taking care 
of all of our needs still today.  But, maybe not completely. 
 While we still have a beautiful building, it is in need of serious repairs and upgrades.  
That is why our Church Council is moving forward with an initial effort to make all of the 
church areas accessible to any handicapped person.  The tasks of creating more  
close-up parking, handicapped accessible entryways and restrooms, and an enlarged 
elevator will more than likely cost considerably more than what Rev. Franke was asked 
to fork over for the entire building process in 1916!  But, we also know that our  
congregation sees the importance of these projects as we look forward to continued 
growth. 
 So, I’m sure our near future will be filled with estimates and contracts, donations and 
volunteerism - maybe even some eye rolling and head shaking.  I also know that these 
projects can be completed and paid for with the help of congregational donations and 
accepted grants.  Why, without having the idea even mentioned, one of our members 
wrote out a hefty check to initiate an Elevator Fund.  I believe strongly that once this 
project is rolled out, we will all do our utmost to make this dream come true.  Maybe it 
won’t be an Albion News headline as impressive as ZIPPS ORCHESTRA TO PLAY, 
but I think it will be something we will be proud of. 
 

Tom Dickey 
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Farewell & 
God Bless You All! 

 
 As Pastor Carolann announced in 
church, after much prayer and  
discernment as well as discussions with 
my family and school professors, I have 
decided to switch from the Collaborated 

Learning (CL) program to the Distributed Learning (DL) program at Wartburg  
Theological Seminary.  The CL program includes a ministerial component where  
students serve in a congregation.  The Distributed Learning program does not include 
that component until the third year of the seminarians program. 
 
 I can’t say enough about how much I appreciate Zion Lutheran Church for giving 
me the opportunity to serve as the Vicar here for the last semester.  I learned a great 
deal about the many contributions that Zion is offering in the Albion community.  I am 
proud that Zion was where my first official ministerial experience happened. 
 
 Thank you to every parishioner who took time to get to know me and offer  
friendship and guidance in my journey.  Thank you especially to Pastor Carolann for 
leading and teaching me.  I would appreciate continued prayers from Zion Lutheran 
Church as I continue my seminary education and my journey to become a pastor.  
 

With all of my love and sincere thanks, 
Abigail Vetick 

you would," said the clerk gently.  "I'll have them ready in a minute."  
"Thank you. What do I owe you?"  "Nothing,” said Jenny.  “Nothing but a promise to let God into your heart.  
The first year's “special” arrangement is always on me."  Jenny smiled and handed a card to Sandra.  "This 
is the card that is attached to the arrangement, but why don’t you read it first."  It read: My God, I have  
never thanked you for my thorns.  I have thanked you a thousand times for my roses, but never once for 
my thorns.  Teach me the glory of the cross I bear; teach me the value of my thorns.  Show me that I have 
climbed closer to you along the path of pain.  Show me that, through my tears, the colors of your rainbow 
look much more brilliant. 
 

We often try to fix problems with WD-40 and Duct tape, but God did it with nails, a cross, and the life of his 
precious Son, Jesus.  May we all praise God for the roses and thank Him for the thorns. 
 

"Live simply, love generously, care deeply, 
speak kindly, and leave the rest to God." 
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Call to Order: Tom Dickey called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. 
 

Members Present: Amy Ahlers, Tom Dickey, Kay Flanagan, Pastor Carolann Hopcke, Mitch Koch, 
 Sara Rasmussen, Marcia Seier, Amber Salwei, Vicar Abigail Vetick. 
Members Excused: Tammy Reigle, Arlyn Wilke 
 

Equipping Time: Equipping time is where did you see God at work recently? 
 

Approve Meeting Minutes:  Correction: The Middle School Youth Event took place in Kearney, not at Camp 
Carol Joy Holling.  Marcia moved to approve the December 13, 2022 minutes as corrected.  Amber Salwei  
seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

Report of Officers 
 President: Tom Dickey – Caught a bat near the south entrance.  Mission Possible Store sent a letter  
regarding a share of their proceeds because we have folks from our church who volunteer at the store.  We need 
to write a letter telling them what we would do with the possible proceeds.  It needs to be used for a mission 
purpose and not to pay bills.  Tom is working on his report for the annual congregational meeting.  Many good 
things have happened this year at Zion:  having Vicar Abigail Vetick join us, the Nativity project and Advent 
workshop, the Fair Dining Hall, Zion’s hard-working committees, participating in the Albion Halloween and 
Light Parade, etc. 
 Vice President: Mitch Koch – We are finally back on channel 21!  When Vyve changed something, they 
deleted something that was needed to broadcast our worship services.  The next thing we need to address is the 
previews before our worship – they desperately need to be updated.   
 Treasurer:  An elevator fund was started at Boone County Bank because a large donation was received for 
updating the current elevator.  This is a T-bill account which gives better interest.   Sara Rasmussen moved to 
accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Amber Salwei seconded it.  Motion carried. 
 

Staff Reports 
 Senior Pastor:  

Annual meeting agenda/report is ready. 
Pastor is recovering well from knee surgery and is thankful for all the people who helped during recovery. 
Knox Everett Berger Baptism – scheduled for January 29th 

 

Vicar Abigail 
Confirmation and movie night on January 4th went really well - 34 students attended. 
Middle School retreat was in Kearney.  10 students attended.  Everyone had fun. 
Very grateful that Pastor is recovering so well. 
Started the Vicar’s Voice on Facebook. 
Vicar will leave for Dubuque, IA after the annual meeting on January 29th and will be gone the entire 

week.  She will also be gone the following Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.   
 

 High School Youth Coordinator: 
Planning a ski trip to Terry Peak, SD in March. 
Making plans for an Ash Wednesday soup supper. 
Easter sunrise service is in the planning stage.  There will be breakfast after. 

 

Standing Committee Reports 
 Nominations Committee: 

We have filled all of the slots for the committees, but we have yet to find volunteers to attend Synod  
Assembly which is June 1– 3, 2023 in Kearney. 

 

 Property:  
The eternal candle is leaving black soot on the ceiling.  The candle is also not lasting seven days.  The 

type of candle was changed.  We now use oil candles.  Nancee Krohn will call the company about these 
issues.  We might need to look into getting a shorter candle. 

Pastor Carolann does not think the doorbell is working in the south doorway.  It is battery powered and  
the battery probably needs to be changed.  Mitch will take care of this after tonight’s meeting. 

Zion Congregational Council 
Minutes from January 16, 2023 

Cont’d on page 5 
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The cover was coming off the internet receiver by the southeast door.  Pastor called Applied Connective 
and they will fix it. 

The wire needs to be moved off the floor in the secretary’s office. 
 

Worship Committee 
There were a lot of compliments on the Sunday School Christmas program and Lessons and Carols. 
Poinsettias – we ordered 62 plants from the Boone Central Greenhouse this year and they were beautiful!  

We are hoping to get Easter flowers from them as well. 
Ash Wednesday is February 22, 2023. 
The processional torches are here and we hope to use them for Easter. 
A new coffee fellowship schedule has been posted. 
Knox Berger, Bonnie & Mark Wagner’s grandson, will be baptized on Sunday, January 29th. 
First Communion will be on Maundy Thursday, April 6th.  Good Friday will be April 7th.  The committee 

talked about possibly doing the Good Friday Cross walk again this year. 
Easter is April 9th.  Luther League will do a sunrise service at 7am followed by a breakfast, and then our 

regular 9am worship. 
Tiffany Curry shared that the choir will practice on January 15th and February 5th.  They will sing in 

church on February 12th.  They would also like to sing on Ash Wednesday. 
Tiffany will be the song leader on the 4th Sunday of each month. 

 

 Intern Committee — They will be scheduling a meeting soon. 
 

OLD Business: 
We reviewed the items for the forum and the annual meeting agenda. 

 

NEW Business: 
We talked about getting an AED for the church.  Sara Rasmussen will look into ordering one for the church 

and possibly getting grant money to cover the cost. 
Council installation will take place during worship on Sunday, February 5th. 

 

Next Meeting: Will be set after the annual meeting; it will be sometime in February. 
 

Adjournment: Sara Rasmussen made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Amy Ahlers seconded.  Motion  
carried.  Tom Dickey adjourned the meeting at 7:17pm and Pastor Carolann led the group in the Lord’s Prayer.  
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kay Flanagan 

Special Council Meeting 
January 29, 2023 

 

Tom Dickey was elected as president of the congregation council. 
Tammy Reigle was elected as vice president of the council. 
Kay Flanagan was elected as council secretary. 
Nancy Ahlers will remain council treasurer. 
Connie Becker will remain financial secretary.  

 

Next Council Meeting: February 27, 2023 
Council will meet on the 4th Monday of each month at 6pm except for December. 

 

Committee Liaisons: 
 Amy Ahlers: Evangelism Tom Dickey: Property 
 Chris Nelson: Finance & Mission Endowment Sara Rasmussen: Parish Education 
 Tammy Reigle: Worship Amber Salwei: Evangelism 
 Josh Thayer: Property Mary Kay Tisthammer: Quilters & Worship 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kay Flanagan 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 1 Mia Curry, Kathy Thorberg 

 2 Andrew Andersen, Bob Reigle & 

  Beverly Rieck* 

 3 Ella Gompert 

 4 Tammy Reeder & Jacob Trollope 

 5 Richard Cleveland, Daniel Lindgren & 

  Virginia Storm* 

 6 Ardy Choat, John Krohn,  

  Amanda Reinhardt, Brynna Trombley & 

  Ben Webster 

 7 Bryce Kennedy & Jeremy Young 

 8 Brian Tisthammer 

 9 Kendra Christiansen, Abbi David,  

  Caleb Krohn & Aaron Weltruski 

 10 Jamie Rudolph & Mia Theis 

 12 Dayton Choat, Kailyn Choat & 

  Luke Edwards 

 14 Terry Ahlers, Connie Becker, 

  Arletta Francis*, LaVonne Olnes* & 

  Allen Thorberg 

 15 Halsey Dozler, Judd Wagner* & 

  Tyson Webster 

 16 Mike Trollope 

 17 Katie Rugg 

 19 Heather Hudson, Emily Levander, 

  Jamison Theis, Audrey Tisthammer & 

  Becky Trombley 

 20 Rachel Majerus, Barbara Michael* & 

  Jase Salwei 

 24 Hannah Groth, Ty Groth, 

  Loren Johnson* & Deb Kyncl 

 26 Jace Rasmussen 

 29 Beth Hauger & Lois Hoefer 

 30 Garrett Grosch 

 31 Keri Brugger & Mark Wagner 

 
 

*Denotes 80+ years 

young 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 5 Adam & Kelly Seier 
 

10 Cheryl & Ralph Pilkington 
 

12 Ardy & Duane Choat* 
 Jenny & Josh Gompert 
 

14 Corey & Cori Zoubek 
 

15 Janet & Jim Atkinson* 
 

16  Tom & Trudy Fick 
 

20 Mitch & Nicole Hardwick 
 

22 Matt & Tiffany Niewohner 
 

24 Michelle & Ryan Neidhardt 
 

25 Heather & Mark Hudson 
 Drew & Kim Schaefer 

 

*Denotes 50+ years of marriage 

We are not perfect and 
sadly, neither is our 
database.  If you know 
of folks whose names 
are missing from the 
birthday or anniversary 
lists, please let us know.   We really would 
like to include everyone.  Thanks! 

 

Friday, 

March 17th! 
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 March 
 2023 
 

 Peace Circle will meet at Zion on  
 Wednesday, March 15th at 9am. 
 Mary Levander will be the leader. 
 

Grace Circle will meet at 2pm on Wednesday, 
March 15th at the home of Sharon Waters.  
Doris Warner will be the leader.  For more 
information, please speak with Doris Warner. 

2023 Flower 
Committee 

 

March 
 No Flowers 
 during Lent 
 

April 
 Easter Flowers/ 
 Sarah Cox 

Snow Shoveling 
Volunteers Needed! 

 

We need help to scoop or 
shovel all of the church and 
parsonage sidewalks! If you 

are able to help, just come by after a snow 
and start! 

FYI Confirmation Students: 
Each sidewalk is worth 5 points! 

 

Thanks for your help! 

Dining 
Hall 

 

Zion is once again hosting the 
Boone County Fair Dining Hall! 

 

The next planning meeting  
will be held in the Fellowship Hall on 

Thursday, March 23rd 
at 7pm. 

 

All interested volunteers 
are invited to attend this meeting! 

Don’t forget 
to turn your clocks 
AHEAD one hour 

on Saturday,  
March 11th! 

Table 

Grace 
(Tune: Addams Family Theme) 

 

   Be present at our table Lord. 
Be here and everywhere adored. 

These mercies bless and grant that we 
May strengthened for thy service be. 

 

Amen. (snap, snap) 
Amen. (snap, snap) 

Amen, Amen, Amen. (snap, snap) 
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Friday, March 3, 2023 
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LUTHER LEAGUE 
for all in grades 9-12 

Join us on  
Wednesday Nights during Lent 

at 6pm. 
 

Please mark your calendars and invite 
your friends!  Everyone is welcome at any 
and all of our Luther League events! 
 

Blessings, Dorothy Grosch 

Luther League Meals 
 

Want to help provide meals 
for Luther League meetings 
on Wednesday nights?  Go to 
signup genius at https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b0c44acac28a1f58-luther 
to volunteer!  Thanks! 

 The Luther League will be stuffing  
plastic Easter eggs with small candy, treats 
and toys which they will hide around your 
property or one of your choosing. 
 Eggs will be hidden on Saturday night, 
April 8th*, starting around 5pm. 
 

 *If you need a specific time, please call 
or text Dorothy (402-741-0624), and we 
will do our best to accommodate you. 
 

Cost: 
24 eggs for $20 
48 eggs for $30 
72 eggs for $40 
100 eggs for $50 

 

Order deadline: Sunday, March 26th. 

 

Easter Sunday, April 9th  
after the Sunrise Service 

Luther League invites you to an Easter 
Breakfast of egg bakes & cinnamon rolls. 

A free-will donation will be taken! 



10 

 

Let  

Luther League 
Egg Your Yard 
Sat., April 8th! 

(Deadline to Order is March 26th) 
 

Luther League will hide filled Easter eggs in the yard of 
your choice.  Eggs will be filled with candy, treats & toys. 

Name of Purchaser:   
 

Egg Recipient (if different):   
 

Egg Address:   
 

Where in yard:   
 
Any Allergies?   

Candy/Toys 
or Both 

# Eggs Cost Total Due 

 24 eggs $20  

 48 eggs $30  

 72 eggs $40  

 100 eggs $50  

Easter 

Sunrise Service 
Easter Sunday, 

April 9th at 7am 
 

All are Welcome! 

☩ Christian Symbol ☩  

 
 
 
 
 

 
SHAMROCK 

 

St. Patrick used the shamrock 
to teach people about the 
Godhead. Holding up a sham-
rock, he challenged them, “Is 
this one leaf, or three?” Inevi-
tably, people replied that it 
was both, prompting St. Pat-
rick to draw the analogy that 
so, too, is God: one God in 
three Persons — the Holy 
Trinity.  

 
 
 

Dear Zion Lutheran, 
 

 Thank you for your  
continued participation in 
mission share.  Through you, 
and because of you, so much 
good work is done in the 
world, and so many lives are 
changed out of God’s deep 
and abundant love made real 
through you. 
 

 Thank you for all that you 
do as Jesus’ disciples in  
Albion.  On behalf of your 
siblings in Christ, near and 
far, thank you, thank you, 
thank you!!! 
 

God’s peace and blessings, 
Deacon Timothy Siburg 
Nebraska Synod Staff 
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NEXT MEETING: 
Monday, March 6

th 

at 5:30pm 

Ongoing Needs: 
 

 Canned Soup Crackers 
 Canned Fruit Toilet Paper 
 Cereal Bar Soap 
 Kleenex Toothpaste 
 Hand Sanitizers  Paper Products 

Miscellaneous Personal Hygiene Products 
 

Donations may be brought to the Pantry on 
Thursdays between 2-4pm. 

 

For more information, call Nancee Krohn (402) 741-1184 or Lynn Bygland (402) 920-3552 

1108 W. State Street 
Albion, NE  68620 

 

Open EVERY Thursday 
2-4pm 

Mobile Food Pantry ~ Saturday, March 4th 
 

The next Mobile Food Pantry will be held on Saturday, March 4th at 9:00 am at the Boone County 

Fairgrounds. Due to the Covid-19 virus, this will again be set up as a drive-through only. All patrons will 

need to enter the fairgrounds from the 11th and Fairview entrance. Vehicles will be taken in order of 

arrival in a designated line. The first vehicle to arrive is asked to follow the road into the fairgrounds  

and stop and park directly in front of the cones that will be set out. All other vehicles entering that are 

there for the mobile pantry need to follow in line and wait until you have been asked to do otherwise. 
 

If anyone is coming to volunteer their time, please park in the west parking lot next to the Casey 

Building. If you are willing and are able to volunteer, please arrive around 8:15 am.   

 

If any volunteers or patrons have any symptoms of illness, please refrain from coming to the mobile 

pantry this month but feel free to ask someone else to pick up for you.  
 

The Food Bank of the Heartland will provide pre-packaged boxes, along with some other produce and 

food products. Each patron will be required to take what is already packed in each box.  
 

A specific number of vehicles at a time will be sent down to the distribution area. All people attending 

must remain in their vehicles unless asked to get out. All cars in the distribution area must remain parked 

until all of those vehicles are told to move. This is a big change as to how things are generally done so we 

ask for your patience and cooperation as the volunteers are doing their best.  
 

Everyone is reminded that there is always the possibility that 

the mobile pantry could be cancelled or postponed due to the 

current events. Coordinators will do their best to update the 

information in the newspaper or through the Boone County 

Nebraska Sheriff’s Facebook page. 

 

Mission Quilters 

will meet on  

Fridays, 

March 10th & 24th 

at 1:30pm. 
 

All are welcome to join us! 
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March: 
 Amanda Reinhart* 
 Lori Warner 
 Roberta Seda 
 

April: 
 Nancy & Terry Ahlers* 
 Danielle & Tom Krohn 
 Brooke Stuhr 

2023 

The deadline for the 
April Messenger 

is Sunday,  
March 19th! 

 
Communion 

Elements 
Available 

 
 

Individually packaged communion elements  
continue to be available for pick up in the church 
narthex.  Take as many as you need for your 
household.  This will let you take communion 
with us on Sundays as you watch Facebook live 
or Vyve Channel 21.  If it is easier, or you are 
more comfortable taking communion in your 
seat, you may use these elements to take  
communion on Sunday mornings. 
 

If you have any questions, please talk to 
Pastor Carolann or Amy Zaruba. 

 
 
 
 

April 16th 
 

The confirmation class will 
lead us in this delightful  
worship service at 9am on 
April 16th! 
 

Please join us! 

LUTHERAN GIVING 
 

Have you considered leaving an 
estate gift to our congregation 
or to an ELCA ministry?   
 

Lutheran Giving, formerly Lutheran 
Planned Giving Services (LPGS), provides 
confidential and no fee charitable gift 
planning services for anyone interested in 
leaving a legacy gift.  To learn more about 
Lutheran Giving’s gift planning services 
pick up a brochure from the narthex tract 
rack or visit lutherangiving.org online. 

Beer &  
Bible Study 

Sunday, March 19th 
at 7:30pm 

 

Beer & Bible will be held on Sunday, 
March 19th.  Everyone is invited to the 
parsonage for a casual evening of faith, 
food, fellowship, and fun.  Beer, wine & 
soft drinks will be available along with 
snacks & dessert. 

Please join us! 
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Answer: soil, sprout, garden, seeds, grow, spring 

Bible Quiz Answer: A 
(See Acts 9, Mark 5, Luke 7, John 11) 

Prayer Shawls  
 

  The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Team has been busy making 
prayer shawls.  Please 
remember that all Prayer 
Shawls are FREE!  
 

  If you know of someone 
in need of prayer, simply take a prayer 
shawl and give it to that person. 
 

  It would be nice to know how many we 
give away, so we ask that you sign 
your name and the first name of the 
person receiving the shawl on the 
sheet in the narthex. 
 

God Bless You! 

 

 
 
 
 

 
New Addresses: 

 

Elva Bartels 
2802 Abbey Rd 

McKinney, TX  75072-4750 
Phone) 214-250-5460 

 

Cheyenne Mangus 
804 N 1st St 

Norfolk, NE  68701-2921 
 

LaVonne Olnes 
Heritage of Bel-Air 

1203 N 13th  St #102 
Norfolk, NE  68701-2698 

 
 
 
 
 

MARCH 

 

  5 Jacque & Tom Dickey 
 

 12 Kay Flanagan & 
  Blake Trombley 
 

 19 Kim Schaefer 
 

 26 Tiffany Curry 

 
 
 

 

 
MARCH 

 

  5 Tami Texley 
 

 12 Tami Texley 
 

 19 Tami Texley 
 

 26 Sarah Liss 
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Zion 

Church 

Council 

Will MEET on 

Monday,  

March 27th at 6pm. 

 
 
 
 

All of Zion’s SignUp sheets 
can be found online! 

 

   All of Zion’s signups are now digital 
through the SignUpGenius website.  
Simply Google SignUpGenius—find a 
signup.  Enter office@zionalbion.com 
in the creator search bar to find us. 
 

  There are signups for greeters, ushers, 
acolytes, reader, communion assistants, 
audio/video, and power point  
volunteers!  Dorothy and Pastor also 
added signups for hosting Luther 
League and confirmation class meals. 
   This is a very easy and convenient 
way to volunteer for the dates and 
ways you would like to help.  If you 
need any assistance, please contact the 
church office.  Thanks! 

Next 

Meeting: 

Tuesday, 

March 7
th

  

At 

6:00pm 

 
 
 
 

 
Classes: 

Wednesdays, 
March 1

st
, 8

th
, 15

th
, 22

nd
 & 29

th
 

 

Dinner & Class will begin at 5:30pm. 
We will end by 6:30pm so we can attend 

worship at 7pm. 
For more information,  

please speak with Pastor Carolann. 

 

 

 

 

The Evangelism Committee will 
meet on Thursday, 
March 16th at 7pm 
All are welcome! 

Sunday 
Bulletins 

 

Sunday bulletins are always  
available in the narthex. They 
will be in the tract rack by the 
Thursday before the upcoming Sunday. 
Feel free to stop by and pick one up. 

Next 
Meeting: 
Thursday, 
June 29th  

at 
5:30pm 
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Prayer Chain & 
Prayer Concerns 

 

If you would like to add 
someone to the prayer chain, 
please call Sharon Waters 
(402-741-2358) or the 

church office (402-35-2043) and they will 
start the chain.  If you’d like to add someone 
to our Sunday prayers, please call the church 
office (402-395-2043). 
 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,  
give thanks in all circumstances;  

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you.”  (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 

 

 
40 Days — 40 Items 
Lenten Challenge! 

 

Each day of Lent, remove one item from your 
closet / toy chest / house that you no longer 
wear, play with, or need, and put it in a trash 
bag.  At the end of the forty days, donate 
these items to a place that can share them 
with someone who can really use them and 
enjoy them.  Trash bags will be available in 
the church narthex. 

 

 

 First Holy Communion classes for all 
5th grade students will be held on  
Tuesdays after school (@ 3:45pm) in 
the church conference room.  The first 
class will be on Tuesday, February 28th. 
 

 If you have any questions, please 
speak with Pastor Carolann. 

2023 Fellowship Coffee  
Serving Schedule 

 

 March: Evangelism Committee 
 April: Sew Happy Mission Quilters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 19th 
5:30pm 

Fellowship Hall 
 

 All children in grades 2 through 5 
are invited to join us for some food, 
fun and fellowship at Zion Alive! 
 

 Please check out the Facebook page 
for Zion Alive updates. 
 

 Please speak with Kim Young (402-
843-8562) for more information. 
 

Hope to see you on March 19th! 
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Midweek  
Lenten 

Worship 
 

The theme this year is the Apostles’ Creed 
& the Sacraments.  We will explore these 
tenets of the faith through the lens of  
Luther’s Small Catechism.   
 

 March 1 Apostles’ Creed - 
  Article I 
 

 March 8 Apostles’ Creed 
  Article II 
 

 March 15 Apostles’ Creed 
  Article III 
 

 March 22 Holy Baptism 
 

 March 29 Holy Communion 
 

Please join us when you can! 
We look forward to worshiping with you 

during this Lenten season! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lenten / Easter Worship Schedule:  

250 years of Amazing Grace 
 

Join us for our Amazing Grace Lenten series based on 

the beloved song that celebrates its 250th anniversary this 

year.  Each week we will see God’s amazing grace at 

work in the life of a person.  Our call in Lent is to speak 

that same message of salvation found in the suffering 

and death of Jesus, who came not to be served but to 

serve. 
 

Wed., February 22
nd
 Ash Wednesday 

 7pm David 
 

Sun., February 26
th
 1

st
 Sunday in Lent 

 9am Isaiah of Babylon 
 

Sun., March 5
th
 2

nd
 Sunday in Lent 

 9am The Prodigal Son 
 

Sun., March 12
th
 3

rd
 Sunday in Lent 

 9am The Blind Man 
 

Sun., March 19
th
 4

th
 Sunday in Lent 

 9am The Woman at the Well 
 

Sun., March 26
th
 5

th
 Sunday in Lent 

 9am Paul 
 

Sun., April 2
nd 
 Palm Sunday 

 9am Peter 
 

Thurs., April 6
th
 Maundy Thursday 

 7pm John 
  First Communion (5th

 Graders) 
 

Fri., April 7
th
 Good Friday 

 7pm The Penitent Thief 
 

Sun., April 9
th 
 Easter Sunday 

 7am Sunrise Worship (Luther League) 

 8am Breakfast 

 9am Mary Magdalene 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Carolann & Zion, 
 

 Thank you so much for making  
Knox’s baptism so special!  Also, 
thank you for the gift bag.  Knox 
loves the blanket book & stuffed 
animal.  We really appreciate it 
all! 
 

Eric, Eleanor & Knox Berger 
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Welcome 

Spring 

March 20th 

2023! 

Zion Lutheran Church is 

challenging EVERYONE 
to  read the Bible for  
60 minutes each week 

during Lent.   
(March 2 — April 16) 

 

Pick up a tracking sheet 
with instructions, and work 

your way to deeper faith and  

a sweet treat! 
 

Redeem your tracking sheet 
before or after 

 Sunday 
School on 

  

Sunday  
April 16

th
! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunrise Service Planning 

Sunday, March 5
th 

 

Pastor will meet with the Luther League 

after worship on March 5
th
 to begin  

planning the Easter Sunrise Service.  We 

will meet in the Conference room. 
 

Worship Practice will take place on 

Wednesdays in Lent at 6pm 
 

For more information, talk to  

Dorothy or Pastor. 
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Zion Lutheran Memorial Scholarship 
 

     Zion has a scholarship to support a  
graduating senior from Boone Central High 
School.  This scholarship is funded by  
contributions made in memory of loved ones.  
If you would like to make a donation to this 
scholarship, now is the time!  The minimum 
scholarship will be $1,000 per student.  If we 
receive more than $1,000, we may award 
more scholarships.  Checks can be made  
payable to Zion Lutheran church marked 
Scholarship in the memo.  Folks may also 
designate some of their loved ones memorial 
funds for this scholarship as well. 
 

A copy of the application is on the next page 
and can also be downloaded from our website 
(www.zionlutheran.org).  A copy of the  
reference form is also accessible from the 
website. 
 

The Scholarship committee will be  
responsible for reviewing all applications.  
Deadline for submitting an application to 
Boone Central is March 17th! 

 

Can You Tie A Knot? 
 

 Zion’s Sew Happy Mission Quilters 
are always looking for people to help 
them quilt!  You are welcome to join them 
on the 2nd & 4th Fridays to help tie & pin 
quilts. If you like to sew, they always 
need help to sew quilt blocks together. 
The blocks and strips are already cut and 
put together in a bag ready to be sewn 
together.   
 For more information, contact Barb 
Michael (402-395-6377) or any of the other 
quilters. 

Easter 
Flowers 

are 
Coming! 

 

Easter is 
April 9th! 

 

Flower choices and prices are still being  
finalized.  We will let everyone know as soon 
as we get the information!  Watch for details 
about ordering Easter flowers in the church 
bulletin announcements. 

March 2
nd

 

9:30am at 

the Dotted Daisy 
     The Faith & Fellowship Committee is inviting 

everyone for Coffee & Conversation at the  

Dotted Daisy on the first Thursday of each month 

at 9:30am. 

Please join us & invite friends! 

Cardboard & Paper 
Recycling Dumpster 

 

We now have a recycling dumpster for 
paper, magazines & cardboard in our 
parking lot.  Please break down boxes.  Also, put NO 
trash in this dumpster, this includes pizza boxes, 
Runza Sacks, or anything that might have food  
residue.  Please recycle responsibly. 
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Zion Lutheran Memorial Scholarship 

 

Zion Lutheran Church in Albion has created a memorial scholarship fund to support a  
graduating senior from Boone Central High School. The money in this fund is in honor of  
numerous individuals that have died and the generous contributions their loved ones have 
made in their memory. 
 

Each year, a $1000 scholarship will be awarded to a well-rounded individual that completes 
the application. The following criteria will be used to assist in selecting the recipient: 
 

● Active member of Zion Lutheran Church, a Lutheran or person of faith. 
● Strength of the individual’s character. 
● Strong work ethic and in good academic standing. 
● Enrolled in a 2 or 4 year technical school, college, or university. 

 

The applicant is also required to submit two recommendations. Each recommender is asked 
to complete the Local Scholarship Recommendation Form AND write a letter of support to be 
submitted with this application. 
 

Student’s Name: 
 

Address: 
 

City, State & Zip: 
 

Student’s Personal Email: 
 

Students Phone Number: 
 

Home Church: 
 

Parent’s Name: 
 

Essay Questions: 
Tell us about yourself keeping in mind the evaluation criteria listed above in your answer. 
 
What are your plans for the future and why have you chosen this school and career path? 
 
What does your faith mean to you?  Please give specific examples of how your faith plays a  

 role in your daily life. 
 
How do you envision strengthening your faith in college? 
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On Sunday, January 29th we celebrated 
the gift of God’s grace as 

Knox Everett Berger 
is baptized in the name of 

the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

Knox was born on  
Thursday, January 27, 2022 at 11:00am. 

He weighed 8½lbs. and was 22” long. 
 

Loving Parents:  Eleanor & Eric Berger 
 

Godparents: 
Mardee Berger, Todd Berger, 

Melissa Kaps & John Wagner 
 

Grandparents:  
Bill & Shirley Berger 

Bonnie & Mark Wagner 
 

Great Grandparents:  
Judd & Kay Wagner 

 

May God continue  
to bless them all with His  
abundant love and grace. 

On Sunday, February 5th we celebrated 
the gift of God’s grace as 

Axel Otis Kardell 
is baptized in the name of 

the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

Axel was born on 
Tuesday, November 29 2022 at 11:45pm. 
He weighed 7lbs., 8 oz. and was 20” long. 

 

Loving Parents:  
Roxanne & Will Kardell 

 

Godparents: 
Amber & Bob Coakes 

 

Grandparents: 
Ron & Zondee Coakes 

Michele & Paul Kardell 
 

May God continue  
to bless them all with His  
abundant love and grace. 
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On Sunday, February 12th 

we celebrated the gift of God’s grace as 
Riah Rane Bernt 

was baptized in the name of 
the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

Riah was born on 
Friday, September 16, 2022 

at 10:55am. 
She weighed 7lbs., 4oz. 

and was 20½” long. 
 

Loving Parents:   
Joshua & Megan Bernt 

 

Godparents: 
Lane Wagner 

 

Grandparents: 
Mary Wagner 
James Wagner 

Amy & Patrick Zaruba 
 

May God continue  
to bless them all with His  
abundant love and grace. 

On Sunday, February 12th 

we celebrated the gift of God’s grace as 
Hesston Patrick Rugg 

was baptized in the name of 
the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

Hesston was born on 
Wednesday, November 16, 2022 

at 7:27am.  He weighed 8lbs. 
and was 21½” long. 

 

Loving Parents:  Haydn & Katie Rugg 
 

Godparents: Danielle & Mitch Koch 
 

Grandparents: 
Deb & Mark Hickman 
Brett & Dawn Rugg 

Amy & Patrick Zaruba 
 

Great-Grandparents: 
Prudy & Sam Rugg 

Janet Switzer 
 

May God continue  
to bless them all with His  
abundant love and grace. 
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Just a Note 
 

Choir will be singing on 
Easter Sunday & during 
Holy Week!  We will 
practice on Sundays, 
March 5

th
 & 19

th
 after worship.  New 

members are always welcome!   
 

Call, text, or speak with me about any 
questions you might have. 

 
God bless, 

Tiffany Curry 
402-438-2867 (cell) 

 
 

 
 The Bell Choir will be playing on 
Easter Sunday!  Practice will  begin on 
Wednesday, March 1st at 4:30pm. 
 New members are always welcome to 
join in the fun! 
 For more information, please speak 
with Jacque Dickey (402-741-1709) 

 
 
 
 
 

Nebraska Synod Women 
Spring Gathering 

Saturday, March 11th 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Columbus 
 

 All women of Zion are invited to 
attend the Spring Gathering for our 
conference on Saturday, March 11

th
 in 

Columbus.  Pastor will be attending & 
others are invited to carpool with her.  
 We need to register for this event, so 
please let Pastor know soon, if you are 
interested in attending. 
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Prayer Concerns this Month 
 

Wolf Memorial Home Residents 
 Marge Briese Bev Larson
 Sandra Lindgren Fran Obermire 

Ruth Pribnow 
 

Good Samaritan Estates (Assisted Living) 
 Donna Kruse LaVonne Mills  
 Janice Tisthammer Muriel Young 
 

Primrose Retirement Community (Grand Island) 
Joy Haas 

 

Elkridge Assisted Living (Omaha) 
Mary Lou Nore 

 

Heritage of Bel-Air (Norfolk) 
LaVonne Olnes 

 

Our Homebound 
 Elva Bartels Barb Buckendahl 
 Judy Harder Liz Hunt 
 LaDonna Morris Dale Sheldon 

Virginia Storm 
 

In Our Sunday Prayers 
Elva Bartels, Kyla David, Ron Hassler, 

Marcia Kisner, Twila Koetter, 
Carol Kotas, Baby Naevy, 

Sherry Packard, Tim Peterson, 
Bev Rieck, Lincoln Rose, 

Ally Staub, Vicar Abigail Vetick, 
Ron Weltruski, Pam Wright 

 
 
 
 

Our Congregation 
Our new secretary’s: 

Cynthia Kraus & Cheryl Sherburne 
Our Confirmands 

Luther League 
All those affected by illness 

(Covid, Flu, Influenza, RSV, etc.) 
All those facing & recovering from surgery 

 

Other Concerns 
Our Military 

The Nebraska Synod, ELCA 
Those affected by war, violence & hatred 

Those affected by natural disasters 

 
Other prayer concerns are welcome. 

 
 
 

 

2pm on March 16th at Wolf Home 
Volunteers & Prizes needed! 

 

We will be hosting Bingo at Wolf  Home on the 
3rd Thursday of each month.  We need at least 2 
volunteers each month.  There is a sign-up sheet 
on the narthex bulletin board.  We are looking for 
donations of Large Print puzzle books, coloring 
books for adults, beanie babies, nice costume  
jewelry (clip on earrings), etc. Donation are being 
collected in the marked box in the narthex. 
 

For more information, please speak with  
Pat Neidhardt (402-395-2802). 

FLAT 

SHEETS 

NEEDED! 
 

Our quilters are in need of FLAT 
sheets—they need to be full size or 
larger and they can be any color you 
like.  These flat sheets are used for the 
backs of the quilters’ beautiful quilts. 

 

For more information please speak 
with Marcia Seier 402-395-6163. 
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Zion continues to worship in 
person, but please do what 
makes you feel safe and 
comfortable.  Feel free to  
social distance or wear a  
mask as desired. 
 

Please DO NOT COME if your are not  
feeling well, or have flu like symptoms.   
We certainly want to see everyone, but we  
also need everyone to be safe. 

Zion Messenger is a monthly publication of  

Zion Lutheran Church 

319 S 5th St., Albion, NE  68620 

Worship Services - Sunday 9:00am 
 

Office Hours: 

 Monday - Thursday 9:00am - 4pm 

 Friday Office Closed 

Phone 402-395-2043 
 

Pastoral Care Concerns after hours: 

Pastor Carolann Hopcke, 267-374-7762 
 

Email:  office@zionalbion.org 

Website:  www.zionalbion.org 
 

Zion’s Staff 

Pastor Carolann Hopcke, Senior Pastor 

pca@zionalbion.org 
 

Office Administrators 

Cynthia Kraus & Cheryl Sherburne 

office@zionalbion.org 
 

Dorothy Grosch, High School Youth Coordinator 

youthcoordinator@zionalbion.org 
 

Nancy Ahlers, Treasurer: 

treasurer@zionalbion.org 
 

Zion’s Congregational Council 

 President:    Tom Dickey 

 Vice-President: Tammy Reigle 

 Secretary:  Kay Flanagan 

Zion Sunday Services 

are broadcast LIVE on 
Vyve Cable Channel 21 

and repeated on 

Wednesdays at 
8am, 10:30am, 12pm, 

4pm, 7pm, 8pm & 9pm 
and Saturdays at 

8am and 12pm. 
 

You may also join us each Sunday morning at 9am 
on Facebook Live! 

You may worship with us live, 
or watch the service by clicking the link 

on our Facebook page 

at www.facebook.com/zionalbion 

 
 

Forever Ours 
Child Loss Grief Support Group 

 
 

 
 

March 13
th 

7pm 
 

Zion’s Youth Room 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Forever Ours is a support group 
for parents who have lost children of any age. 

 
For additional information,  

contact Pastor Carolann Hopcke at 
Zion Lutheran Church (402-395-2043) or 

Arielle Lindt at AseraCare Hospice 
(402-745-1602). 


