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 January 2023 

REJOICING, REACHING OUT, and RENEWING,  
we share the joy of the gospel, through a life of faith. 

Everything has become new 
through Christ! 

 

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of 
view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, 
we know him no longer in that way.  17So if anyone is in Christ, there 
is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 
has become new!  18All this is from God, who reconciled us to him-
self through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation... 

(2 Corinthians 5:16-18) 
 

Many of the New Year’s traditions that we take for granted 
actually date back to ancient times… 

 

MAKE SOME NOISE 
Making a lot of noise seems to be a favorite pastime around the 
world.  In ancient Thailand, guns were fired to frighten off demons. 
In China, firecrackers routed the forces of darkness.  In the early 
American colonies, the sound of pistol shots rang through the air.  
Today, Italians let their church bells peal, the Swiss beat drums, 
and the North Americans sound sirens and party horns to bid the 
old year farewell. 
 

EAT LUCKY FOOD 
Many New Year’s traditions surround food.  The tradition of eating 
12 grapes at midnight comes from Spain.  Revelers stuff their 
mouths with 12 grapes in the final moments of the year — one grape 
for every chime of the clock!  In the southern US, black-eyed peas 
and pork foretell good fortune. In Scotland — where Hogmanay is 
celebrated — people parade down the streets swinging balls of fire.  
Eating any ring-shaped treat (such as a doughnut) symbolizes 
“coming full circle” and leads to good fortune.  In Dutch homes,  
fritters called olie bollen are served.  The Irish enjoy pastries called 
bannocks. In India and Pakistan, rice promises prosperity.  Apples 
dipped in honey are a Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year) tradition.  
In Swiss homes, dollops of whipped cream, symbolizing the rich-
ness of the year to come, are dropped on the floors — and allowed 
to remain there! 
 

HAVE A DRINK 
Although the pop of a champagne cork signals the arrival of the New 
Year around the world, some countries have their own beverage-
based traditions.  Wassail, a punch-like drink named after the Gaelic 
term for “good health,” is served in some parts of England.  Spiced 
“hot pint” is the Scottish version of Wassail.  Traditionally, the Scots 
drank to each others’ prosperity and also offered this warm drink to 
neighbors along with a small gift.  In Holland, toasts are made with 
hot, spiced wine. 

GIVE A GIFT 
New Year’s Day was once the time to swap presents.  Gifts of  
gilded nuts or coins marked the start of the new year in Rome. 
Eggs, the symbol of fertility, were exchanged by the Persians.  
Early Egyptians traded earthenware flasks.  In Scotland, 
coal, shortbread and silverware were traditionally exchanged 
for good luck. 
 

PUT YOUR BEST FOOT FORWARD 
In Scotland, the custom of first-footing is an important part of 
the celebration of Hogmanay, or New Year’s Eve day.  After 
midnight, family and friends visit each other’s home.  The “first 
foot” to cross a threshold after midnight will predict the next 
year’s fortune.  Although the tradition varies, those deemed 
especially fortunate as “first footers” are new brides, new 
mothers, or anyone born on January 1st. 
 

TURN OVER A NEW LEAF 
The dawn of a new year is an opportune time to take stock of 
your life.  Jews who observe Rosh Hashanah make time for 
personal introspection and prayer, as well as visiting graves.  
Some Christian churches hold “watch-night” services, a  
custom that began in 1770 at Old St. Georges Methodist 
Church in Philadelphia.  The practice of making New Year’s 
resolutions, said to have begun with the Babylonians as early 
as 2600 BC, is another way to reflect on the past and plan 
ahead. 
 

No matter how it’s celebrated, the New Year brings a fresh 
start.  It feels as though we are given the opportunity to begin 
again with a clean, or at least, cleaner slate.  However, as 
Christians, we are given that fresh start and clean slate every 
day of our lives.  We were given this grace of a new beginning 
in our baptism – a covenant promise made by God and sealed 
with the power of the Holy Spirit.  Our baptismal covenant 
graces us with a new beginning at every turn.  As we continue 
to live into our baptism, we rely upon the faithfulness of God to 
keep his promise of our new life in Christ, complete with his 
love, grace, mercy, and forgiveness. 
 

Let us use this New Year as a fresh start to love and serve 
God as faithfully as he loves and blesses us. 
 

May God continue to bless us all through this New Year!   
 

In peace, 
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Being the BEST is Overrated! 
 
 When Christmas time rolls around each year, it’s everyone’s first 
thought - gifts!  I admit, I am a terrible gift person - both giving and  
receiving!  I recall Christmas in my younger days; wanting, begging,  
pleading for things like: the Super Crane!  A new guitar!  An Erector Set!  
Model cars and planes!  Oh, the things I was going to accomplish with 
these fine gifts, and all things that I now know were a pretty heavy strain 
on my folks' meager budget.  I’m sure you can guess where they all ended 
up.  Sitting dusty in some forgotten corner, neglected on a shelf, waiting, 
stringless to be played, or smashed in a fit of impatient rage against the 
basement wall. 
 
 As I aged, my idea of gifts changed.  What I really have always 
dreamed of is having the gift of some great ability - something I can just 
pick up and do, better than most people, naturally and with very little effort.  
I tried singing.  I can sing, but I can’t do it naturally, and I’m scared of  
solos!  I love running, but there’s no way I was going to make an  
Olympic team or set a record.  Biking!  Surely, a decent runner can make 
biking look easy!  No way!  (It’s a good thing I ride by myself most of the 
time!)  Teaching - that’s it!  I can teach!  But, I look at other teachers’  
responses and innovations and know the truth.  How about coaching? 
Well, like teaching, you know the answer - I was OK, maybe even good, 
but far from great.  I guess I just have trouble seeing the big picture.  I 
think I know how Charlie Brown feels. 
 
 But, when I think about all of this junk bouncing around in my brain, I  
realize that I don’t need to be the best at something to still enjoy it.  All of 
those things that I’ve tried, from singing to coaching, from Disc Golf to 
grandkids’ piggy-back rides, I love doing!  I am so grateful that at 67 years 
of age I can still do so many of those things that I love to do.  I can still run, 
and climb, and sing, and bike, and teach, and be a husband, dad, and 
grandpa - I will not be the best, but I’ll try to be, and will love being able to 
do them.  What a lucky man I am to be 
blessed with such a wonderful life filled 
with so many (kinda’) talents. 
 
 

Happy New Year! 
Tom Dickey 
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In December, I appreciated the opportunity to speak from the pulpit with the 
angel dialogues.  Thank you to Jon Porter, Vivian Eucker and Madison 
Gompert for being my angel partners!  You all did such a GREAT job! 
 
Each week we were faced with a different perspective of the typical nativity 
narrative.  Seeing things from the angels' point of view broadened my faith 
and made me continue to ask more questions.  Maybe it did that for you too. 
 
The first week we talked about doubt.  How have we all doubted MANY things 
in our faith?  Have we questioned things about our journey and our path? 
Have we not had confidence in God's direction for our lives?  I know the  
answer has many times been yes for me and I'm sure for many of you.  In 
this new year, let us put our doubt aside and trust in the wonder and grace 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
The second week we talked about Jesus being born a human being and why 
that was important and necessary for the resurrection.  God coming to us as 
a human being instead of an angel.  Jesus, experiencing the joys and trials of 
being a human being, helps to make our relationship with him more  
personal. 
 
And finally, the third week we spoke about the praise and honor that the 
angels use to glorify God.  Jesus didn't live and die and rise for the angels 
like He did for us.  So how much more should human beings praise God than 
the angels! 
 
As we move into the new year, I pray that your household is filled with peace, 
hope, joy and love! 
 

Your sister in Christ, 
Vicar Abigail 
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Call to Order: Tom Dickey called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 
Members Present: Amy Ahlers, Tom Dickey, Kay Flanagan, Pastor Carolann Hopcke, Mitch Koch, Sara Rasmussen,  
 Tammy Reigle, Marcia Seier, Abigail Vetick, Arlyn Wilke. 
Members Excused: Amber Salwei 
Equipping Time: The equipping time was a Rob Bell video about the many gifts and blessings we have.  We are 
 blessed. What can you give?  The council sang happy birthday to Tom Dickey! 
Approve Meeting Minutes: Amy Ahlers moved to approve the October 17, 2022 minutes.  Mitch Koch seconded.   
 Motion carried. 
Report of Officers 
 President: Tom Dickey -- Our church is blessed with many activities that include our members and nonmembers. 
 Vice President: Mitch Koch – He has reached out to Vyve about our broadcasting issues with no luck.  The city of 
  Albion has a contract with Vyve to broadcast our church services on television.  Mitch will contact someone at the 
  city office to let them know that they are paying for a service that isn’t happening. 
 Treasurer: Council reviewed the treasurer’s report for October.  Nancy Ahlers closed the Dankert Market Account 
  with Homestead Bank and opened a T-Bill Account with Boone County Bank.  The amount transferred was  
  $73,875.14; the interest on the new account at Boone County Bank is 2.75%.  (It was getting .24% at Homestead 
  Bank.)  Tammy Reigle made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Marcia Seier seconded.  Motion carried. 
Staff Reports 
 Senior Pastor: Thanks to Cheryl Sherburne and Cynthia Kraus for volunteering in the office. 
  Cynthia is working on putting together information about the pictorial directory. 
  The new copier came today.  The old copier broke down last week. 
  Pastor will have knee surgery on December 27th. 
 Vicar Abigail 
  Faith and Fellowship Coffee Hour at Dotted Daisy went well. 
  Lyon (Lutheran Youth of Nebraska) Event was held at First Lutheran Church in Kearney last weekend (Nov. 18- 
  20).  It was a leadership retreat for high school students.  There’s a junior high retreat in January Vicar Abigail 
  hopes to attend with some of our youth.  Vicar visited some of our homebound members. 
 High School Youth Coordinator: 
  The students made casseroles to take to the homeless shelter in Norfolk. 
  They started to plan the candlelight service with Pastor Carolann & Vicar Abigail. 
  None of the kids showed up to help with trick or treat for the food pantry. 
Standing Committee Reports 
 Evangelism / Outreach:  
  The Veteran’s Breakfast was held on November 13th after worship.  It went well.  Not many non-members attended.  
  Confirmation students helped to serve.   
  The Albion Light Parade will be Thursday December 1st at 6pm.  Donations of Christmas lights are needed for the 
  float.  Kim Schafer is designing the float.  Jeremy Viteck donated the use of his trailer. 
  The committee thought about renting the movie theater but are holding off on doing that since the confirmands and 
  Luther League are doing that in January. 
  There was talk about a live nativity by the Chamber of Commerce.  This might happen next year. 
  Vicar Abigail talked about doing a Facebook Live devotion in the New Year. 
 Mission Endowment 
  Todd Kramer to talk about how to possibly invest the generous gift from the Kruse Family to endow a Randall & 
  Donna Kruse Scholarship.  This will be invested through Cornerstone’s Investment team in corporate bonds. 
  The Committee talked about possibly moving the Theresa Rengler money into the Cornerstone Investment Trust – 
  there are lower deposit requirements and probably a better return. 
  Parish Education: 
  Confirmation: Pumpkin chucking was a success with a great turnout. The kids had fun.  Next week will be a tour of 
  the funeral home. Confirmation behavior has improved following the letter sent home.  
  Sunday School: Kids are excited about donating to offering when they have a goal to work toward.  This year’s  
  donations will be given to the local food pantry.  Pictures of food items will be hung on a Christmas tree to mark 
  progress of the offerings. The location for music during Sunday school was reevaluated.  Proposal: to move the  
  piano from the lounge to the quilting room per coffee group request.  This will be tried in January following the 
  conclusion of the Christmas program.  Marcia Seier brought the request on behalf of the social group that meets in 
  the lounge during coffee hour.  It was suggested that we move the bookshelves in the quilting room to make room 
  for the piano.  This will free up space in the lounge for a larger table.  The property committee will be asked to help 
  with this move. 

Zion Congregational Council 
Minutes from November 21, 2022 

Cont’d on page 5 
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 Nativity Scenes: Painting of the outdoor nativity boards took place on Tuesday, November 15th.  This went very well, 
  and the pieces look great!  Small Nativity were painted at the Advent Workshop on November 20th.  There was a very 
  nice intergenerational turnout!  People were excited to be there and to know that they would add to their set each year! 
 Christmas Program:  Practices will continue on December 4th, and December 11th.   
  The program will be at 9am on December 18th. 
 Other activities: No Sunday School Dec. 25th or Jan. 1st.  
  Advent/Ornament Distribution will be on Dec. 18th after the Christmas Program. 
  Advent distribution of booklets was on November 20th. 
 Nominations Committee: It is time to start working on nominations for January 2023.  Arlyn Wilke, Marcia Seier, and 
  Mitch Koch are the council representatives on the nominations committee.  Patti Meyer, Roberta Seda and Linda 
  Spiegel are the elected members of this committee.  The committee needs to provide nominees for the Nominating 
  Committee, Mission Endowment Committee, Synod Assembly Voting Members, and Church Council members. 
 Property: Pat Zaruba is contacting someone for an estimate to cut down trees on the west side of the church. 
  Mitch Koch talked to Bygland’s about removing trees, but they can’t do it if there are utilities nearby. 
  Josh Thayer has talked to several people about new ceiling tiles and updating the lighting in the hallways.  We are 
  awaiting estimates. 
  The furnace in the boiler room has been replaced. We need to decide which piece of equipment will need to be  
  replaced next year. 
  There is a cord on the floor in the secretary’s office that needs to be covered so no one will trip over it. 
  Pastor received an email from Logan Niewohner from Applied Connective about coming next week and starting the 
  work on the computers. 
 Worship Committee 
  Pastor Carolann and Vicar Abigail performed the wedding of Norm and Diane Brugger and the funeral of Don  
  Brugger.  Many compliments were received after these services. 
  Reformation Sunday – 3rd graders received their Bibles, and we complimented Pastor on the sermon reviewing the 
  books of the Bible to include the kids and congregation. 
  We will be purchasing poinsettias from the Boone Central greenhouse.  We are still working on finalizing costs, etc.  
  Patti Meyer will also touch base with them about possibly getting our Easter flowers from them as well. 
  The Community Thanksgiving Eve Service will be held on Wednesday, November 23rd at Immanuel-Zion at 7pm 
  with Pastor Carolann preaching.  Pie and fellowship will follow. 
  Advent worship begins on November 27th.  Decorating the church will take place after the service that day.  Tiffany 
  and Katelyn Curry will sing a duet that day.  The choir will sing on Dec 4th in addition to special music by a flute trio. 
  The Sunday School Christmas Program and Luther League Candlelight Worship will be on December 18th.  The choir 
  will be participating in the Christmas program as well. 
  Longest Night Worship will be at 7pm on December 21st at the Albion Methodist Church. 
  The special Christmas Music signup sheet is posted. 
  Christmas Eve – there will be three worship services (3:30pm, 5:30pm and 7:30pm) with special music before each 
  service.  There will be no worship held on Christmas day. 
  We will be going Christmas Caroling at the Wolf Home, Assisted Living, and maybe some shut-ins (if time allows) 
  on December 11th at 4:00pm. 
  Advent 2023: Christmas Eve will be on Sunday.  Pastor Carolann has encouraged us to consider moving Christ the 
  King Sunday up a week, so that December 24th will just be Christmas Eve and not Advent in the morning and  
  Christmas Eve in the afternoon and evening. 
  Pastor is having knee surgery on December 27th. 
  Supply Pastors for January: Jan. 1 – Lessons & Carols; Jan. 8 – Rev. Mary Avidano; Jan. 15. Greg Burger 
 Old Business 
  Ed Knott from Applied Connective met with Mitch Koch, Pastor Carolann & Vicar Abigail about possible updates to 
  the church computer system and a new computer for the PowerPoint team.  This was approved with the money  
  coming from the Memorial Fund. 
 New Business: 
  The secretary position was discussed.  Vicar Abigail has offered to work 20 hours a week as the church secretary.  
  (She is currently working 20 hours a week at the Genoa Library.)  Marcia Seier made a motion to hire Vicar Abigail 
  as the Church Secretary for 20 hours per week starting in January 2023.  Tammy Reigle seconded it.  Motion carried. 
  The forum for the annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January 22, 2023 after worship.  The annual meeting will 
  be held on January 29th, 2023.  All year-end reports need to be submitted to the church office by January 3, 2023! 
Proposed Budget: Council reviewed the budget updates.  Everything looks good. 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, December 13, 2022 at 6pm.  
Adjournment: Marcia Seier made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mitch Koch seconded. Motion carried.  Tom Dickey 
 adjourned the meeting at 7:50pm and Pastor Carolann led the group in the Lord’s Prayer.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kay Flanagan 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 

 2 Zach Roberg, Pat Zaruba 
 3 Haley Lindgren, Tiffany Niewohner, 
  Janelle Tisthammer,  
 5 Darol Broekemeier 
 6 Jake Johnston 
 7 Eli Krohn, Staci Sandman 
 8 Elva Bartels* 
 9 Josh Majerus, Avery Theis, 
  Calvin Webster 
 10 Walt Hoefer, Cheyenne Mangus, 
  Logan Niewohner, Jason Olnes 
 11 Paul Kyncl, Shelby Reigle 
 12 Aliza Brugger, Reed Reinhart 
 13 LaVonne Kruse*, LaDonna Morris* 
 14 Aiden Heidemann 
 15 Rolan Bentjen, Adam Seier 
 16 Charlie Coakes, Levi Coakes, 
  Marianne Karmann*,  
  Addyson Winter 
 17 Rod Mills 
 18 Olivia Connelly 
 20 Emily Carder 
 23 Barb Buckendahl*, Justin Lee, 
  Aaron Niemann, Drew Schaefer 
 24 Chase Young 
 25 Grant Addison,  L’wren Kurtenbach, 
  Jackson Meyer 
 26 Mitch Hardwick, Kyle Young 
 27 Mark Tisthammer 
 28 Madisyn Evans,  Annie Krohn, 
  Landon Winter 
 29 Donna Kruse*, Lynn Lehmann,  
  Noah Niewohner,  Linda Spiegel 
 30 Dan Bittner, Beckett Slaymaker 

 

*Denotes 80+ years young 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 5 Carol & Rick Spiegel 
 

 10 Bill & Connie Becker Jr. 
  Amy & Pat Zaruba 
 

 12 Barb & Jerry Tisthammer 
 

 15 LaVonne & Robert Kruse* 
 

 26 Brian & Tana Dozler 
 

 31 Jenice & Tom Stevenson 
 

*Denotes 50+ years of marriage 

Beer &  
Bible Study 

Sunday, February 19th 
at 7pm 

 

Beer & Bible will resume in February.  
Please mark your calendars & join us! 



7 

 January 
 2023 
 

 Peace Circle will meet at Zion on  
 Wednesday, January 18th at 9am. 
 Mary Levander will be the leader. 
 

Grace Circle will meet at 2pm on Wednesday, 
January 18th.  Doris Warner will be the  
leader. 

20232 Flower 
Committee 

 

January 
 Tammy Reigle 
 

February 
 Connie Bentjen 

Mark your Calendar! 
 

Annual Congregational 
Meeting 

Sun., January 29th 
10:15am 

In order to be prepared 
for our annual meeting, 

there will be an 

Informational 
Congregational 

Forum 
Sunday, January 22nd 

(after worship) 
Any questions, please speak 

to a council member. 

Annual Ministry 
Reports 

 

All committee chairpersons, 
ministry leaders, and 
treasurers are asked to 
submit annual ministry 
reports to the church office no later than 
January 3

rd
, so that we may have it 

available by January 15
th
.  Reports may 

be emailed to: office@zionalbion.org 

Group Sunday 
School on 

January 29th! 
So that teachers and parents may attend the annual 

meeting, all Sunday School youth from preschool 

through eighth grade will gather in the Fellowship 

hall for a large group Sunday school.  Please speak 

with Stacy Petersen if you have any questions. 

Snow Shoveling 
Volunteers Needed! 

 

We need help to scoop or 
shovel all of the church and 
parsonage sidewalks! If you 

are able to help, just come by after a snow 
and start! 
 

FYI Confirmation Students: 
Each sidewalk is worth 5 points! 

 

Thanks for your help! 

Next 
Meeting: 
Sunday, 

February 12th  
at 

10:15am 
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Answers are on page 12 
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LUTHER LEAGUE 
for all youth in grades 9-12. 

Join us on  
Wednesday Nights! 

Dinner begins at 6pm. 
 

Please mark your calendars and invite 
your friends!  Everyone is welcome at any 
and all of our Luther League events! 
 

Blessings, 
Dorothy Grosch 

Luther League Meals 
 

Want to help provide meals 
for Luther League meetings 
on Wednesday nights?  Go to 
signup genius at https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b0c44acac28a1f58-luther 
to volunteer!  Thanks! 

Candlelight 

Service 

Thank  You! 
 

Thanks to everyone 

who worshipped 

with us at the 

candlelight Service!  

Your support means 

so much to all of us. 
 

With much love, 

Luther League 

 
 

 
Luther League made 
some casseroles for 
the Norfolk Rescue  
Mission.  The director 

was most appreciative because she was worried 
about what they were going to do for meals  
during the holidays when some of their regular 
food providers are gone.  Our Luther League 
was an answer to prayer!  Great job everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wed., January 4th 

 

All youth in grades 7 through 12 are invited 

to bring a friend and join us for dinner (at 

Zion) and a movie (at Gateway Theater) on 

Wednesday, January 4
th
.  Dinner will be 

served between 5:30pm and 6:30pm.  The 

movie will begin downtown at 7pm. 
 

Please mark your calendars, 

tell your friends and join us! 
 

For more information speak with 

Vicar Abigail or Dorothy Grosch. 
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Ongoing Needs: 
 

 Canned Soup Crackers 
 Canned Fruit Toilet Paper 
 Cereal Bar Soap 
 Kleenex Toothpaste 
 Hand Sanitizers  Paper Products 

Miscellaneous Personal Hygiene Products 
 

Donations may be brought to the Pantry on 
Thursdays between 2-4pm. 

 

For more information, call Nancee Krohn (402) 741-1184 or Lynn Bygland (402) 920-3552 

1108 W. State St. 
Albion, NE  68620 

 

Open EVERY Thursday 
2-4pm 

NEXT MEETING: 
Tuesday, January 3

rd 

at 5:30pm 

2023 Offering  

Envelopes 

Don’t forget to pick up your 
new 2023 offering envelopes!  

They are available in the church  
narthex.  Thanks! 

Mission Quilters 

will meet on  

Fridays, 

January 13th & 27th 

at 1:30pm. 
 

All are welcome to join us! 

Mobile Food 

Pantry 
 

There will be NO Mobile 

Food Pantry on the first 

Saturday of this month, 

January 1st, due to the 

holiday weekend.  It will 

resume on February 4th. 

A Prayer 
for the 

New Year 
 

Come, Holy Spirit,  
Spirit of the Risen Christ, 

be with us today and always. 
Be our Light, our Guide,  

and our Comforter. 
Be our Strength, our Courage 

and our Sanctifier. 
May this new year be a time 

of deep spiritual growth for us, 
a time of welcoming your graces and gifts, 

a time for forgiving freely and unconditionally, 
a time for growing in virtue and goodness. 

Come, Holy Spirit, 
be with us today and always.  Amen. 
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Advent & Christmas 
Thanks to... 

 

 Patti Meyer for helping to  
organize, order, and arrange all 
the Christmas poinsettias. 
 

 All of our volunteer office help:  
Deb Borchers, Jenny Gompert, Cynthia Kraus, 
Connie Nelson, Jolene Roberg, Roberta Seda, 
Marcia Seier and Cheryl Sherburne.  All of the 
bulletins  looked great! We’d be lost without 
all of you! 
 

 All the Advent Families: Nicole & Tony 
Levander family, Josh & Lisa Thayer family, 
Sherburne & Tisthammer family, Kim &  
Jeremy Young family, John & Sheena Krohn 
family and the Flanagan Family.  You all did a 
lovely job! 
 

 Zion’s Bell Choir under the direction of 
Jacque Dickey, the Adult Choir under the  
direction of Tiffany Curry, and of course, 
Tami Texley!  Thanks to all of you for singing 
and playing so beautifully!  Thanks also to all 
those who played special music for each of 
the services — what a blessing you are to us! 
 

 All the worship assistants: greeters,  
acolytes, ushers, readers, song leaders, altar 
guild and communion assistants.  You helped 
make worship meaningful. 
 

 And finally, thanks to EVERYONE who 
helped decorate the Church so beautifully on 
Dec. 4th and to the confirmation students and 
Luther League who helped finish trimming 
the tree!  Thanks also to everyone who  
sponsored a poinsettia.  Our worship was  
enhanced by the beauty of our sanctuary. 
 

Thank You one and all! 

The following people  
made donations to  

Zion’s Memorial Fund  
in loving memory of  

Don Brugger: 
 

Donna Kruse 
Marilyn Ramm 

Gerald & Jenny Schmitz 
Bonnie & Mark Wagner 

Doris Warner 

The following people  
made donations to the 

Zion Memorial  
Scholarship Fund  

in loving memory of  
Dale Kruse: 

 

Cynthia Kraus 

Bob & Lavonne Kruse 

Rev. Carolann Hopcke 

The following people  
made donations to the 

Zion Memorial  
Scholarship Fund in 
loving memory of  

Ellie Anding: 
 

Bev Rieck & 
Bob Bruland  

The following people  
made donations to the 

Zion Memorial Scholarship 
Fund in loving memory of  

Bob Spiegel 
 

Cynthia Kraus 
Rev. Carolann Hopcke 
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January: 
 Gay & Bob Sandman* 
 Kyla David 
 Marcia Seier 
 Lisa Skillstad 
 

February: 
 Mary Staub* 
 Pam & Doug Young 
 Zondee & Ron Coakes 

2023 

The February  
Messenger deadline is  

Sunday,  
January 15th! 

Just a Note 
THANKS! 

 

On behalf of the church, I 
want to thank all those who 
provided special music during Advent & on 
Christmas Eve! 
 

Thanks to Katelyn Curry, Tiffany Curry, 
Bergen Flanagan, Annie Krohn, Kasey 
Krohn, Emily Levander, Skylar Porter, 
Zion’s Bell Choir and Zion’s Adult 
Choir! 

It’s certainly been a busy 
year, but your music helped 
to end the year on a  
beautifully peaceful note! 
 

Thanks again everyone  

 

Answer: sixth, first, third, second, third, first, fifth, 
fourth, fifth, fourth, sixth; God saw all that he had 
made, and it was very good. 

Bible Quiz Answer: C (See Genesis 12:4)  

The January, February & March 2023 

Christ in Our Home devotional,  

including large print, are available 

in the tract rack by the west door. 

☩ Christian Symbol ☩  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPEN BOOK 
 

A book symbolizes the Bible, the 
written Word of God. When shown 
open, a book represents truth or  
revelation. Apostles and saints are 
often pictured holding an open book, 
understood as the New Testament 
writings of the early Christian 
church. 
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Classes: 
Wed., January 4

th 

(Dinner & a movie—invite friends!) 

Wed., January 11
th 

 
Wed., January 18

th 
Wed., January 25th 

 

Dinner is served at 5:30pm 
Class begins at 6pm until 7:30pm 

 

For more information,  
please speak with Pastor Carolann. 

 

Winter Is Here!! 
 

If the weather causes us to cancel Sunday school, we will send a text/e-mail 
message via Flocknote.  However, conditions and capabilities vary, so please always 
use your best judgment about whether you can make it safely to church.  
There is no guilt when God wants you to stay safe.  Although we’d love to have you 
with us whenever possible, remember that Zion’s worship services are broadcast on 
cable channel 21 on Sunday mornings, and available on Facebook live.   

 
 
 
 
 

JANUARY 
 

  1 Zion Choir 
 

  8 Kay Flanagan & 
  Blake Trombley 
 

 15 Kim Schaefer 
 

 22 Tiffany Curry 
 

 29 Kim Schaefer 

 
 
 

 

 
JANUARY 

  1 Tami Texley 
  8 Tami Texley 
 15 Tami Texley 
 22 Tami Texley 
 29 Sarah Liss 

THANKS! 
 

   Thanks to everyone 
who helped paint the 
outdoor nativity  
scene and those who 

participated in the Advent workshop!  It was a 
great time and they all looked beautiful! 
   Special thanks to Amy Moser for getting the 
wood and tracing the outdoor figures and to the 
Zaruba & Rugg families for cutting the wood 
for the outside pieces, to the Grosch family for 
donating the wood for the small nativities, and 
to Blake Trombley for cutting all the wood for 
the individual sets.  Can hardly wait for next 
year when we get to add to our sets! 
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Zion 

Church 

Council 

Will MEET on 

Monday,  

January 16th at 6pm. 

 
 
 
 

All of Zion’s signup sheets can 
be found online! 

 

   All of Zion’s signups are now digital 
through the signup genius website.  
Simply google signup genius—find a 
signup.  Enter office@zionalbion.com 
in the creator search bar to find us. 
 

  There are signups for greeters, ushers, 
acolytes, reader, communion assistants, 
audio/video, and power point  
volunteers!  Dorothy and Pastor also 
added signups for hosting Luther 
League and confirmation class meals! 
   This is a very easy and convenient 
way to volunteer for the dates and 
ways you would like to help!  If you 
need any assistance, please contact the 
church office.  Thanks!! 

Next 

Meeting: 

Tuesday, 

Jan. 17
th

 

At 

6pm 

 

 

 

 

The Evangelism Committee will 
meet on Thursday, 

February 16th at 7pm. 
All are welcome! 

Sunday Bulletins 
Sunday bulletins are now 
available in the narthex.  
They are in the tract rack by 
the Thursday before the  
upcoming Sunday.  Feel free 
to stop by and pick one up if  
you are watching on Facebook or on Eagle 
channel 21. 

Sunday 

School 

Classes 
will resume on  

January 8th 

at 10:15am. 

All are welcome! 

Communion 
Elements 
Available 

 

Individually packaged communion  
elements will continue to be available for 
pick up in the church narthex.  Take as 
many as you need for your household.  This 
will let you take communion with us on 
Sundays as you watch Facebook live or  
Vyve Channel 21. 
 

If you have any questions, please talk to 
Pastor Carolann or Amy Zaruba. 
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Prayer Chain & 
Prayer Concerns 

 

If you would like to add 
someone to the prayer chain, 
please call Sharon Waters 
(402-741-2358) or the 

church office (402-395-2043) and they will 
start the chain.  If you’d like to add someone 
to our Sunday prayers, please call the church 
office (402-395-2043). 
 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,  
give thanks in all circumstances;  

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you.”  (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 

I am your Church 
Envelope 

 

I would like to talk with you, 
 for I am part of your church life. 
 

I may be a complete stranger to you, 
 but I can help you be a better Christian. 
 

I like to go to worship on Sunday, 
 for I help you to be Christ’s partner. 
 

I am very small, but I am the keystone 
 of your church program. 
 

I am a weekly reminder  
 of your daily blessings. 
 

I dare you to be as good to God 
 as God has been to you. 
 

I am only paper, but I carry 
 the full gift of a generous heart. 
 

I am the only wallet you need on Sunday, 
 and I promise not to be a burden. 
 

I am your chance to preach, for I am 
 a silent sermon of your devotion. 

 

2023 offering envelopes  
are available in the narthex! 

Prayer Concerns this Month 
Wolf Memorial Home Residents 

 Elva Bartels Marge Briese 
 Fran Obermire Ruth Pribnow 
 

Good Samaritan Estates (Assisted Living) 
 Donna Kruse Bev Larson 
 LaVonne Mills Janice Tisthammer 

Muriel Young 
 

Edgewood Health Care (Columbus) 
Sandra Lindgren 

 

Primrose Retirement Community (Grand Island) 
Joy Haas 

 

Elkridge Assisted Living (Omaha) 
Mary Lou Nore 

 

Whispering Pines Assisted Living (Plainview) 
LaVonne Olnes 

 

Our Homebound 
 Barb Buckendahl Judy Harder 
 Liz Hunt LaDonna Morris 
 Dale Sheldon Virginia Storm 
 

In Our Sunday Prayers 
Elva Bartels, Rich Beck, 
Bob, Adalynn Bouska, 

Carol Brugger, Barb Buckendahl, 
Suzette Goetzmann, Haven, 

Pastor Carolann Hopcke, Twila Koetter, 
Ron Levander, Lynda Mangus, 

Becky Michael, Cindy Rasmussen, 
Shalan, Ron Weltruski, 

and the families of 
Dale Kruse, Don Larson, 
Ken Rouch, Bob Spiegel 

& Baker Wilcox 
 
 
 
 

Our Congregation 
All those for whom the holidays were sad 

All those affected by illness 
(Covid, Flu, Influenza, RSV, etc.) 

All those facing & recovering from surgery 
 

Other Concerns 
Our Military 

Those affected by war, violence & hatred 
Those affected by natural disasters 

 

Other prayer concerns are welcome. 
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(Tune: M*A*S*H Theme) 
 

Be present at our table, Lord. 

Be here and everywhere adored. 

These mercies bless and grant that we 

may strengthened for Thy service be. 

Table Grace: 
Be Present at Our Table, Lord 

2023 Fellowship Coffee  
Serving Schedule 

 

January:  Church Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 15th 
5:30pm 

Fellowship Hall 
 

 All children in grades 2 through 5 
are invited to join us for some food, fun 
and fellowship at Zion Alive! 
 

 Please check out the Facebook page 
for Zion Alive updates. 
 

 Please speak with Kim Young (402-
843-8562) for more information. 
 

Hope to see you on January 15th! 

 
 
 
 
 

The Mission Endowment  
Committee will meet on  

Tuesday, January 17th 

at 7pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, January 1
st
 

9:00am 

Help us 
UN-decorate 

from Christmas! 
Sunday, Jan. 8th 

 

At 10:15am (after 
worship), we will be 

taking down all the decorating from 
Christmas.  We could use your help! 

 

Everyone is invited to help! 
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Poinsettias are given to the Glory of God by the following people... 

 

Nancy & Terry Ahlers in loving memory of Bill & Virginia Krohn. 
 

Janet & Jim Atkinson in loving memory of Homer & Mabel Atkinson and  
 Carl & Mary Larson.  
 

Amber & Jason Becker Family and Amy & Brian Moser Family in loving memory of their  
 grandparents, Bill & Lois Becker and Howard Mills. 
 

Bill & Connie Becker in loving memory of Howard Mills, Tom Mills, and 
 Frieda & Sam Mills. 
 

Connie & Rolan Bentjen in loving memory of Bryan and his Grandparents. 
 

Darol & Margie Broekemeier in loving memory of their Parents. 
 

Carol & Paul Brugger & Family in loving memory of Loved Ones. 
 

Leta Brugger & Family in loving memory of Don Brugger and Loved Ones. 
 

Ron & Zondee Coakes in loving memory of Loved Ones. 
 

Ron & Zondee Coakes in loving honor of Pastor Carolann and Vicar Abigail. 
 

Bill & Tiffany Curry in loving memory of his father, William W. Curry. 
 

Brian & Tana Dozler & Family in loving memory of LeRoy Dozler and 
 their Beloved Horses. 
 

Carmen & Vivian Eucker in loving memory of Carl & Elaine Eucker and 
 Basil & Phyllis Hecht. 
 

Joe & Kay Flanagan in loving memory of Carol & Mike Flanagan, and Jack Kunzman. 
 

Ellen & Mike Frey in loving memory of Marge & Walt Frey and Dean Larson. 
 

Judy Harder & Family in loving memory of her husband Bob and Loved Ones. 
 

Anna Hellbusch in loving memory of Jerry Hellbusch and Tim Hellbusch. 
 

Trina Hellbusch & Doug Stuhr in loving memory of our parents, Gerald Hellbusch and 
 Ellen Stuhr, and our brothers, Tim Hellbusch and Randy Stuhr.   
 

Pastor Carolann Hopcke in loving memory of her parents, Gloria & Henry Hopcke; and 
 grandparents, Frank & Lena Drusback, and Emma & Henry Hopcke. 
 

Pastor Carolann Hopcke in loving memory of Zion’s saints: Darlene & Jim Allen,  
 Don Brugger, Jo Ann Garvey, Mildred Jasa, Doris Johnson, Virginia Krohn,  
 Dale Kruse, Mary Ellen Norskov, George & Norma Parli, Bob Spiegel, and Bob Wilson.   
 

Pastor Carolann Hopcke in loving memory of her brother-in-law, Paul Schwartz. 
 

Pastor Carolann Hopcke in loving honor of her brother, Rob. 
 

Cynthia Kraus in loving memory of her husband, Frank and  
 the Haas and Kraus Deceased Families. 
 

Charlie & Cheryl Krohn in loving memory of Loved Ones. 
 (Sponsors continued on the next page) 
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 January 18-25, 2023 

Nancee & Ron Krohn in loving memory of Loved Ones. 
 

LaVonne & Robert Kruse in loving memory of Loved Ones. 
 

Mary & Ron Levander in loving memory of Lyla & Mel Levander, Howard “Pete” Mills. 
 

Mary & Ron Levander in honor of Zion’s Music Team. 
 

Jim & Patti Meyer & Family in loving memory of Murena & Wayne Meyer and 
 Alice & Marvin Mumm. 
 

Barb Michael & Deb Borchers in loving memory of their husbands,  Dick Michael and 
 Orin Borcher, and Family. 
 

LaVonne Mills in loving memory of her husband, Howard “Pete” Mills, and son, Tom Mills. 
 

Deb Mitchell in loving memory of Delwyn & Jean Lough. 
 

Amy & Ross Nelson & Family in loving memory of Scott Nelson, Alyshia Samuelson and 
 Loved Ones. 
 

Connie & Rick Nelson in loving memory of Family Members. 
 

Marilee Niewohner in loving memory of her husband, Delbert Niewohner, and 
 grandson, Derek Niewohner. 
 

Amy & Jason Olnes Family in loving memory of Lost Loved Ones. 
 

Jon & Stacy Petersen in loving memory of Loved Ones. 
 

Drew & Kim Schaefer in loving memory of Megan & Mike Aalbers. 
 

Mike & Roberta Seda in loving memory of their Loved Ones. 
 

Marcia Seier in loving honor of Pastor Carolann and Vicar Abigail. 
 

Cheryl & Rod Sherburne in loving memory of their parents, Lois & Marion Sherburne 
 and Don & Donna Weed. 
 

Donna & Gayle Short in loving memory of their parents, Arlene & Harold Thorberg and 
 Irma & Roy Short. 
 

Tami Texley in loving memory of her husband, Darrell Texley. 
 

Allen & Kathy Thorberg in loving memory of Arlene & Harold Thorberg  and Loved Ones. 
 

Barb & Jerry Tisthammer in loving memory of Don & Mary Briese, and Jim Tisthammer. 
 

Kent & Mary Kay Tisthammer in loving memory of Mary Ann & Wayne Milburn and 
 John Tisthammer. 
 

Doug & Pam Young in loving memory of George Young. 
 

Doug & Pam Young in loving honor of Don & Roylynn Von Hemel and Muriel Young. 

THANK YOU! 
 

Thanks to all of you 

who took the time to 
assemble a Reverse 
Advent Calendar!    

The local food  pantry 
will be so blessed by all 

of your donations.  Again, Thank You so much! 
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December 1, 2022 
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Did you sponsor a 

poinsettia for Christmas? 
 

Don’t forget to take it 

home or gift it to someone 

who might enjoy it! 

 
 
 

 

2pm on January 19th at Wolf Home 
Volunteers Needed! 

 

We host Bingo at Wolf  Home on the 3rd Thursday of 
each month.  We need at least two volunteers each 
month.  There is a sign-up sheet on the narthex  
bulletin board. 
 

For more information, please speak with  
Pat Neidhardt (402-395-2802). 

 
 
 
 
 
Epiphany 
 Rehearsal Sunday, January 8th 10-11am 
 Rehearsal Sunday, January 22nd 10-11am 
 

To SING sometime in February. 
 

*If anyone would like to prepare a vocal or  
instrumental special music, please contact 

Tiffany Curry (402-438-2867). 

 
 
To my Zion Church Family, 
 I am so grateful for your love and 
support for the ministry we share.  
Heartfelt thanks to all who  
remembered me during Christmas 
with touching cards and gifts.  
Please know how much I appreciate 
your thoughtfulness!   
 During this Christmas season, 
the evidence of God’s love made  
real was given to us in the birth of 
Jesus Christ.  It was also  
experienced here at Zion through 
each you in so many wonderful 
ways.  Thank you! 
 

In the name of Jesus, 
Pastor Carolann 

Zion Lutheran 
Church, 
 

    I appreciate the 
support with the 
Albion community 
blood drive that 
helps us move toward potentially  
saving more lives! 
    Donors and staff were thankful for 
the food donations. 
    Everyone take care and have a great 
holiday season! 
 

Much thanks, 
Kyle Jensen 

American Red Cross 
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Zion continues to worship in 
person, but please do what 
makes you feels safe and 
comfortable.  Feel free to  
social distance or wear a  
mask as desired. 
 

Please DO NOT COME if your are not  
feeling well, or have flu like symptoms.   
We certainly want to see everyone, but we  
also need everyone to be safe. 

Zion Messenger is a monthly publication of  

Zion Lutheran Church 

319 S 5th St., Albion, NE  68620 

Worship Services - Sunday 9:00am 
 

Office Hours:  

 Monday - Thursday 9:00am - 4pm 

 Friday 9am-12pm & 1-4pm 

Phone 402-395-2043, 
 

Pastoral Care Concerns after hours: 

Pastor Carolann Hopcke, 267-374-7762 
 

Email:  office@zionalbion.org 

Website:  www.zionalbion.org 
 

Zion’s Staff 

Pastor Carolann Hopcke, Senior Pastor 

PCA@zionalbion.org 
 

Vicar Abigail Vetick, Seminarian 

vicar.abigail@zionalbion.org 
 

Office Administrator 

Vicar Abigail Vetick 

office@zionalbion.org 
 

Dorothy Grosch, High School Youth Coordinator 

youthcoordinator@zionalbion.org 
 

Nancy Ahlers, Treasurer: 

treasurer@zionalbion.org 
 

Zion’s Congregational Council 

 President:    Tom Dickey 

 Vice-President: Mitch Koch 

 Secretary:  Kay Flanagan 

Zion Sunday Services 

are broadcast LIVE on 
Vyve Cable Channel 21 

and repeated on 

Wednesdays at 
8am, 10:30am, 12pm, 

4pm, 7pm, 8pm & 9pm 
and Saturdays at 

8am and 12pm. 
 

You may also join us each Sunday morning at 9am 
on Facebook Live! 

You may worship with us live, 
or watch the service by clicking the link 

on our Facebook page 

at www.facebook.com/zionalbion 

 
Forever Ours 
Child Loss Grief Support Group 

 
 

 
 

January 12
th 

7pm 
 

(2nd Thursday of this month) 
Zion’s Youth Room 

 
 
 
 

 
Forever Ours is a support group 

for parents who have lost children of any age. 

 
For additional information,  

contact Pastor Carolann Hopcke or 
Vicar Abigail Vetick at 

Zion Lutheran Church (402-395-2043) or 
Arielle at AseraCare Hospice (225-412-7859). 

January 5
th

 

9:30am at 

the Dotted Daisy 
 

The Faith & Fellowship Committee is inviting everyone 

for Coffee & Conversation at the Dotted Daisy on the 

first Thursday of each month at 9:30am. 

Please join us & invite friends! 


