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 December 2022 

REJOICING, REACHING OUT, and RENEWING,  
we share the joy of the gospel, through a life of faith. 

 

 

 

Mary, Did You Know? 
 

16So the shepherds went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all 

these words and pondered them in her heart.  (Luke 2:16-19) 
 

The Song Mary, Did You Know? 
Written by Mark Lowry 

 

Mary did you know that your baby boy 
will some day walk on water? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy 
will save our sons and daughters? 
Did you know that your baby boy 

has come to make you new? 
This child that you've delivered, 

will soon deliver you. 
 

Mary did you know that your baby boy 
will give sight to a blind man? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy 
will calm a storm with his hand? 
Did you know that your baby boy 
has walked where angels trod? 

And when you kiss your little baby, 
you have kissed the face of God. 

 

Oh, Mary, Did you know? 
The Blind will see, the deaf will hear, 

the dead will live again. 
The lame will leap, the dumb will speak 

the praises of the Lamb. 
 

Mary did you know that your baby boy 
is Lord of all creation? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy 
would one day rule the nations? 
Did you know that your baby boy 

is heaven’s perfect Lamb? 
This sleeping child you're holding 

is the great I Am. 
 

 Mark Lowry, who wrote the lyrics to the Christmas 
song “Mary, Did You Know?” says he’s always been 
amazed by the relationship between Mary and her son, 
Jesus.  He has said that he has questions for Mary, and 
knowing that he’ll have to wait for heaven to hear the 
answers, he wrote down some of his questions that were 
put to music in this song. 
 
 Mark said that he’s always been amazed by Mary’s 
silence at the cross, as her son was being crucified... 
“Maybe she was remembering back to that first  
Christmas, when she counted Jesus’ fingers and toes.   
I wonder if she realized then that those were the same 
fingers that had scooped out the oceans and formed the 
seas.  I wonder if she realized those were the same feet 
that had walked on streets of gold and been worshipped 
by angels.  Those little lips were the same lips that had 
spoken the world into existence.  When Mary kissed her 
little baby, she wasn’t just kissing another baby; she 
was kissing the face of God.” 
 
 Mary silently watched her son die 33 years later, 
Lowry notes—not just for the world, but also for his 
mother.  “The baby boy she had delivered on that first 
Christmas was now on a cross delivering her.” 
 
 As Christians, while we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, 
we do so knowing how the story ends...with Jesus giving 
his very life for you and for me.  
 
 As we celebrate this holy season with our families 
and friends in the warmth of our own homes, may we 
not only remember those who have no home, but 
welcome the strangers in our midst to God’s home —
remembering that God’s home is all our churches, our 
own homes, our communities and our country…. 
 

With the love, peace, and welcome of God, 
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God Bless Our Heroes 
 

 As Veterans’ Day approaches, I always think of my dad.  Warren Dickey was a 
good 440 yard dash runner during his senior year of high school at Columbus when 
he was drafted into the army.  I think he had been hired to be a lifeguard at the  
swimming pool at Pawnee Park, but had to pass up showing off for the bathing  
beauties to go to boot camp.  I’m not even sure what his area of expertise was, but it 
wasn’t long before he was sent overseas freezing in a fox hole somewhere in France.  
From what we’ve gathered, we think he was there in France during the Battle of the 
Bulge.  As you can see, our family, as close as we were to Dad (he died of  
Alzheimer's in 2010), we never really knew anything about his time in the U.S.  
Army.  He did not talk about it. 
 Well, at least, he didn’t ever mention it to us!  When visiting with some of his  
former students (some that just happen to be members of Zion), I found out that he 
could be “encouraged” to talk about it with his classes — I always wish I could have 
been in one of those classes because he was somewhat of a hero.  He, along with 
many of his colleagues at the schools he taught at, didn’t seem to think that what they 
did was important — that they just wanted to do their jobs and get the heck home.  
So, they got an education and went to work thinking about the future, not the past.  
He did not join any veteran organizations.  He didn’t join any honor guards at  
football games or funerals.  But, in the bottom of a box of his stuff I found in the  
basement when I was a kid (including a scrapbook that included a news clipping  
telling the Columbus citizens about him winning the State Ping Pong Championship, 
he wrote next to it, “Lost the medal, have the case.”) I found two black rectangular 
boxes — a Purple Heart and a Silver Star.  He was wounded twice (we heard about 
that and saw the scars!), but we never heard about him serving gallantly above and 
beyond the call of duty, and single-handedly repelling a strong enemy force. 
 I always wondered why Dad didn’t want us to know about this part of his life, and 
I guess we’ll never know.  But I do know that he did not ever want me to be in that 
situation.  I know he was willing to do his duty, and that he was patriotic, but he was 
never overly so.  He didn’t get mad at me when I jokingly sang the national anthem 
“creatively” or when I put my left hand on my heart for the Pledge of Allegiance.  
When I asked him later in life if he was offended by young people protesting the war 
and other national problems.  His only reply was, “No, I fought so that we could be a 
country that supported protest.  You can’t force patriotism!” 
 So, the guy who had little to say found a way to express himself with just a few 
words.  We live in a country that supports freedom of choice — that gives us the  
freedom to complain and still be patriotic.  His way of showing his patriotism was not 
by trying to make people feel one way or another about their circumstances.  He 
showed it by allowing everyone to be themselves, to believe what they wished, and to 
express themselves how they saw fit.  The infamous ping pong medal will never be 
found, but I’m so glad I was able to find and share Dad’s way of showing how to be 
an American. 

God bless our heroes! 
Tom Dickey 

Council President 
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Welcoming Me 
with Open Arms 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 It’s really a beautiful thing to be loved and accepted just as you are. Zion has welcomed 
me into your groups, and I am very grateful for that. I haven’t played in a Bell Choir ever. But 
Jacque Dickey and the crew allowed me to play with them and I am loving it. Cheryl helps me 
count and points when I get lost. They have taught me how to clean the bells and get them in 
the right spots and how to keep going even if I accidentally ring the flat instead of the natural. 
It’s been a huge blessing for me to join the Bell Choir at Zion and I hope they don’t mind if I 
encourage any of you who have a love of music and counting to consider joining as well! You 
don’t have to join a new church to join a group, you can just show up and I have a feeling  
everyone will welcome you with open arms.  
 I also have to give a shoutout to my Confirmation small group. These pre-teens make my 
week better and I hope I provide them with some joy and knowledge as well. They tell me 
(good) stories about your families. They tell me how much they admire their parents for being 
hard working and supportive. We talk about our highs and lows for the week. They even let me 
share about my struggles with Greek. You have some amazing pre-teens here at Zion and I feel 
so blessed to get the privilege of being a small part of their week.  
 I could go on and on about all of the committees and groups I am enjoying, but I have to 
end with a huge thank you to Pastor Carolann for taking me under her wing and mentoring me. 
As a woman in ministry, being able to work under Pastor Carolann has been a hugely positive 
experience for me. I have learned so much in my first 3 months here and can’t imagine all of 
the knowledge I will have in 4 years when I am done with seminary.  
 You all are a huge part of my journey and I thank you for allowing me to learn and grow 
with you! 

With love and gratitude, 
Vicar Abigail 
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Call to Order: Tom Dickey called the meeting to order at 6:04 pm. 
Members Present: Amy Ahlers, Nancy Ahlers, Tom Dickey, Kay Flanagan, Pastor Carolann Hopcke, 
 Sara Rasmussen, Amber Salwei, Marcia Seier, Abigail Vetick, Arlyn Wilke. 
Members Excused: Mitch Koch & Tammy Reigle. 
Equipping Time: The equipping time was to share a birthday memory. We also sang happy birthday to Amy 
 Ahlers. 
Approve Meeting Minutes: Amber Salwei moved to approve the September 19, 2022 minutes.  Arlyn Wilke 
 seconded.  Motion carried. 
Report of Officers 
 President: Tom Dickey – no report. 
 Vice President: Mitch Koch – absent 
 Treasurer: Council reviewed the treasurer’s report for September.  Marcia Seier moved to accept the 
  treasurer’s report.  Sara Rasmussen seconded.  Motion carried. 
Staff Reports 
 Senior Pastor:  

Three funerals in October.  (Jim Allen, Jo Ann Garvey, Don Brugger)  Two weddings in October.   
 (Roberg/Butler and Brugger/Carlin)  Pictorial directory is still in progress. 

Vicar Abigail 
She has participated in six funerals since she started in August.  Vicar Abigail sang Amazing Grace at 

the Brugger funeral.  Vicar shared many blessings of her time here at Zion. 
2022-2023 CL Seminary Fee of $1,455 was sent to Wartburg Seminary. 

 High School Youth Coordinator: 
Four youth went bowling in Norfolk on September 25.  They ate at Pizza Ranch before coming home. 
26 college care packages were sent.  Luther League thanks everyone who has donated. 
Luther League is preparing to make freezer meals for the homeless shelter in November as a service  
 project. 
Christmas Candlelight Service will be on December 18th at 7pm. 

Standing Committee Reports 
 Evangelism / Outreach:  

The committee will represent Zion at the Halloween Parade on Monday October 31st at 4pm.  They will 
distribute goodie bags and have the selfie station available for folks to use. 

The Veteran’s Breakfast will be held on November 13th after worship.  Food donation requests are  
 posted on signup genius. 
The Albion Light Parade will be Thursday December 1st at 6pm.  Donations of Christmas lights are 

needs for the float.  Confirmation students and their mentors will help decorate. 
Vicar Abigail designed a generic ad for the movie theater previews.  She will also make other ads with 

church activities as they come up. 
The committee is thinking about renting the movie theater on a Sunday afternoon in January. 
There was talk about a live nativity by the Chamber of Commerce, but no details were given. 
Vicar Abigail talked about doing a Facebook live weekly devotion in the new year 
Pastor Carolann will contact Lee and Company to get more details. 

Parish Education 
The confirmands and mentors will go punkin chunkin on November 6th at 3pm. 
Trunk or Treat will be after worship on Sunday, October 30th. There will be no Sunday School that day. 
Safe church – most of the background checks are in.  Nicole Levander is working on getting everyone’s 

background checks done. 
An Advent Workshop will be held on Sunday, November 20th after worship with a potluck brunch.  This  
will be an intergenerational event.  A signup will be posted to get a sense of how many nativity sets will 

be needed.  These sets will match the outdoor Nativity scene. 
Outdoor Nativity Project.  The goal for this year is to create Mary, Joseph, and Jesus.  Three more pieces 

will be added each year until the full set of 12 pieces is complete. 
There have been some behavioral issues during confirmation classes.  Some students are 

Zion Congregational Council 
Minutes from October 17, 2022 

Cont’d on page 5 
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 not being respectful to the adults.  Pastor Carolann wrote a letter to the parents, which was approved by 
 the Parish Education Committee. 
VBS – a financial report for VBS was sent to the Methodist and Catholic Church.  The cost was higher 

this year.  The Parish Education Committee discussed possible ways to cut costs for next summer. 
The Sunday School Christmas program is Signs of Christmas.  The program will be on December 18th   

at 9:00am.  The choir will be asked to help sing during the program. 
Nominations Committee:  It is time to start working on nominations for January 2023. 

 Property Committee: Carroll Rolf does the mowing and could use some help. 
Mike Webster was talked with about landscaping.  He will get a picture of the possible landscaping to be 

done with Howard Mills memorial money for us to show LaVonne Mills.  
ADA improvements for the church were discussed.  Mitch Koch and Tom Dickey checked the elevator 

area, and they believe it might be possible to put in a full-size elevator. (Hopefully) 
The list of current property needs is posted on the inside of the boiler room door. 
Clean-up day is planned for Sunday, October 23rd. 
Josh Thayer is looking into getting estimates to have the hallway ceiling tiles replaced with drywall. 

 Women of ELCA: Quarterly Treasurer’s report:  Ending balance $6,391.89 
 Worship Committee Patti Meyer talked to Larry Swerzcek about the Veteran’s breakfast.  They will not 
  have a breakfast at the Vet club that day so that all veterans will be free to worship and eat at Zion. 

Wednesday, November 23rd will be the Community Thanksgiving Service at Immanuel-Zion with pie 
to follow. 

The Longest Night worship will be at 7pm on Wednesday, December 21st at the Methodist Church. 
The church will order poinsettias from the school greenhouse.  Christmas Eve worship will be at 

3:30pm, 5:30pm, and 7:30pm. There will be NO worship on Christmas Day (Sunday). 
Intern Committee: Vicar Abigail had an Intern Committee meeting on Sunday, October 16th with Lisa 
 Thayer, Ron Coakes, and two confirmation students.  The committee will need to write two reviews of 
 Vicar Abigail. After three months, Pastor Carolann will need to write a review of Vicar Abigail as well. 
Old Business 

Ed Knott from Applied Connective met with Pastor Carolann, Mitch Koch, and Vicar Abigail.  They  
 discussed improving the power point computer and connections.  This will allow the office computer, 

Pastor Carolann’s desktop, Vicar Abigail’s laptop, and the Power Point computer to share files easier and 
it will also automatically backup all our data and files.  Marcia Seier made a motion to go forward with 
Ed Knott’s proposal using Memorial Fund money.  Amber Salwei seconded.  Motion carried. 

Marcia Seier moved to continue providing Pastor Carolann with the Gold Plus Portico Insurance plan.  
Amber seconded.  Motion carried. 

New Business: 
The church lease on our current copy machine ends in November.  Pastor Carolann and Tom Dickey met 

with Cody Luchsinger, the Eakes sales representative, and signed a contract for a new copier lease.  The 
new copier will be a faster machine and cost us less money per month and per copy. 

Pastor Carolann called Vyve today to complain about having been three weeks without broadcasting our 
service live on the local channel.  Mitch Koch believes they need to reset something at the Central City 
Office, and he would like to be able for us to reset Vyve remotely. 

 Proposed Budget:  
Confirmation camp budget line has increased due to more confirmation students this year.  Milestone  
Ministry budget line has increased.  Milestone ministry includes baptism, third grade bibles, locker  
mirrors, etc. A new budget line was added for Evangelism.  Some of the employees will receive a 3%  
increase.  Associate Pastor language and some items will be removed from the budget.   Vicar will receive 
a 3% cost of living raise. Arlyn Wilke made a motion to approve the 2023 budget as amended to propose 
to the congregation at the annual meeting in January. Amber Salwei seconded.  Motion carried. 
The fair rental value of the parsonage was assessed at $7,200 per year. 

 

Next Meeting: Monday, November 21, 2022 at 6pm.  
Adjournment: Marcia Seier made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Amber Salwei seconded. Motion carried.  
Tom Dickey adjourned the meeting at 7:57pm and Pastor Carolann led the group in the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
   Respectfully Submitted, 
   Kay Flanagan 
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We are not perfect and 
sadly, neither is our 
database.  If you know 
of folks whose names 
are missing from the 
birthday or anniversary 
lists, please let us know.   We really would 
like to include everyone.  Thanks! 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

 12/1 Gracin Connelly, Nora Levander,  
  Elaine Reinhart, Lillian Reinhart &  
  Roberta Seda 
 12/2 Kyra Kruse & Dylan Staub 
 12/3 Ashley Lindgren & Masan Skillstad 
 12/4 Krista Choat, Mort Grosch &  
  Nicole Woebbecke 
 12/6 Bob Coakes, Jonny Lindgren 
  & Alvah Ranslem* 
 12/8 Brian Dozler & Colton Juzenas 
 12/10 Christal Skillstad & Brooke Stuhr 
 12/11 Jean Bittner* 
 12/12 Ben Stuhr 
 12/13 Aislynne Kurtenbach, Kim Woebbecke & 
  Ryleigh Young 
 12/15  Amy Culler & Ty Merten 
 12/16 Hallick Lehmann & Karen Rinehart 
 12/18 Christopher Lindgren, Tommi Kaumans, 
  Scott Reinhart & Jessie Sullivan 
 12/19 Tanner Andersen 
 12/20 Kelly Seier & Ryan Tisthammer 
 12/21 Bob Kruse* 
 12/22 Trudy Fick, Bryce Paulson & 
  Jenice Stevenson 
 12/23 Joy Haas*, Norman Reynoldson & 
  Nathan Schmitz 
 12/26 Dana Andersen & Jane Mundschenk 
 12/27 Howard Levander, Riley Nelson 
 12/28 Katelynn Curry 
 12/30 Lauren Kohtz & Alexis Pedro 
 12/31 Ron Levander 
 

*Denotes 80+ years young 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 12/1 Mike & Roberta Seda 
 12/4 Connie & Rick Nelson 
 12/28 Barb & Rich Howser 
 12/31 Joann & Jon Porter 
  Josh & Lisa Thayer 
 

*denotes 50+ years of marriage 

Table Grace 
(Tune: Rock Around the Clock) 

 

God is great, God is good 
and we thank Him for our food. 

 

We’re gonna thank him 
in the morning, noon and night. 

We’re gonna thank our God 
‘cause he’s out of sight! 

 

Amen (ch-ch-ch-ch-ch-ch-ch) 
Amen (ch-ch-ch-ch-ch-ch-ch) 
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 December 
 2022 
 

 Peace Circle will meet at Zion on  
 Wednesday, Dec. 14th at 9am. 
 Mary Levander will be the leader. 
 

Grace Circle will meet at 2pm on Wednesday, 
December 14th; the meeting place has yet to be 
determined.  Doris Warner will be the leader. 

 
 
 
 

 December: 
  Patti & Jim Meyer* 
  Nikki & Rich Heidemann 
 

 January: 
 Gay & Bob Sandman* 
 Kyla David 
 Marcia Seier 
 Lisa Skillstad 

2022-23 Schedule 

NEXT MEETING: 
Tuesday, December 6

th 

at 7pm 

2022-23 Flower Committee 
 

December 
 Nicole Levander 
 

January 
 Tammy Reigle 

Longest Night 
(Blue Christmas) 

Worship Service 
Wed., December 21st 

Methodist Church 7pm 
 

Although many of us are filled with joy and 
anticipation during this time of year, the  
holidays can be particularly hard for people 
who have recently lost a loved one.  Holidays 
bring  back many cherished memories and can 
rekindle the experience of loss. 
 

This is a service of peace & healing offered to 
those who may not be as “joyous” as the 
season expects.  It is designed for those who 
have experienced a loss in the past year, such 
as the loss of a loved one, a job, or some other 
life-changing event. 
 

Holy God of Advent: 
you became weak so we could find strength 

in moments of heartbreak; 
you left the safety of heaven 

to wander the wilderness of the world, 
holding our hands when we feel so hopeless; 

you set aside your glory 
to hold our pain so we might be healed, 
even when there seems to be no hope; 

you became one of us, 
so we could never be alone  

in any moment, in any circumstance. 
So come now, Child of Bethlehem, 

to strengthen us in these days. 
May we feel your presence 

in a way we have never known, 
not just as One born in a stable 

long ago and far away, 
but as One born in our hearts, in our hopes, 

in our spirits, in our weakness. 
You have promised to go before us: 

into our brokenness, into hospital rooms,  
into empty houses, into graveyards, 

into our future held by our God,  
and you are here, even now, 

waiting for each of us: 
to serve us, to hold us, to comfort us, 

to live in us, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE 
for all youth in grades 9-12. 

Join us on  
Wednesday Nights! 

Dinner begins at 6pm. 
 

Please mark your calendars and invite 
your friends!  Everyone is welcome at any 
and all of our Luther League events! 
 

Blessings, 
Dorothy Grosch 

Luther League Meals 
 

Want to help provide meals 
for Luther League meetings 
on Wednesday nights?  Go to 
signup genius and do a search  
using office@zionalbion.org  
to volunteer!  Thanks! 

Candlelight 

Service 

Sunday, Dec. 18th 

7:00pm 
 

Everyone is invited 

to attend this 

worship service 

led and prepared by 

our Luther League! 
 

Please mark your calendars, and 

join us for this special worship. 

Luther League 
Schedule 

 

DECEMBER 

Thurs., Dec. 1 6pm Albion Light Parade 

Wed., Dec. 14 4pm Deliver Shut-in Gifts 

 6pm LL Meeting 

Sun., Dec. 18 7pm Candlelight Service 
 

JANUARY 

Wed., Jan. 4 6pm Dinner & Movie (Gateway) 

Wed., Jan. 11 6pm LL Meeting 

Sun., Jan 15 ?pm MLK, Jr Activity 

Wed., Jan. 25 6pm LL Meeting 



10 

Ongoing Needs: 
 

 Canned Soup Crackers 
 Canned Fruit Toilet Paper 
 Cereal Bar Soap 
 Kleenex Toothpaste 
 Hand Sanitizers  Paper Products 

Miscellaneous Personal Hygiene Products 
 

Donations may be brought to the Pantry on 
Thursdays between 2-4pm. 

 

For more information, call Nancee Krohn (402) 741-1184 or Lynn Bygland (402) 920-3552 

1108 W. State St. 
Albion, NE  68620 

 

Open EVERY Thursday 
2-4pm 

Mobile Food Pantry ~ Sat., December 3rd! 
 

The next Mobile Food Pantry will be held on Saturday, December 4th at 9:00 am at the Boone County 

Fairgrounds. Due to the Covid-19 virus, this will again be set up as a drive-through only. All patrons will 

need to enter the fairgrounds from the 11th and Fairview entrance. Vehicles will be taken in order of 

arrival in a designated line. The first vehicle to arrive is asked to follow the road into the fairgrounds  

and stop and park directly in front of the cones that will be set out. All other vehicles entering that are 

there for the mobile pantry need to follow in line and wait until you have been asked to do otherwise. 
 

If anyone is coming to volunteer their time, please park in the west parking lot next to the Casey 

Building. If you are willing and are able to volunteer, please arrive around 8:15 am.   

 

If any volunteers or patrons have any symptoms of illness, please refrain from coming to the mobile 

pantry this month but feel free to ask someone else to pick up for you.  
 

The Food Bank of the Heartland will provide pre-packaged boxes, along with some other produce and 

food products. Each patron will be required to take what is already packed in each box.  
 

A specific number of vehicles at a time will be sent down to the distribution area. All people attending 

must remain in their vehicles unless asked to get out. All cars in the distribution area must remain parked 

until all of those vehicles are told to move. This is a big change as to how things are generally done so we 

ask for your patience and cooperation as the volunteers are doing their best.  
 

Everyone is reminded that there is always the possibility that 

the mobile pantry could be cancelled or postponed due to the 

current events. Coordinators will do their best to update the 

information in the newspaper or through the Boone County 

Nebraska Sheriff’s Facebook page. 

Mark your Calendar! 

Annual Congregational 
Meeting on Sunday, 
Jan. 29th at 10:15am 

In order to be prepared 
for our annual meeting, 

there will be an 

Informational 
Congregational 

Forum 

Sunday, January 22nd  
(after worship) 

Any questions,  
please speak to a council member. 

Pastor Carolann will be having 
knee replacement surgery on 

Tuesday, December 27th.   
Prayers are welcome! 
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       Annual Ministry Reports 
 

 All committee chairpersons, ministry 
leaders, and treasurers are asked to  
submit annual ministry reports to the  
church office no later than January 3rd, 
so that we may have it available by January 22nd.  
Reports may be emailed to: office@zionalbion.org 
 

 These reports should include your committee’s 
ministry activity during 2022.  Any organizations 
and ministries of the church with bank accounts 
using Zion’s Federal Tax Identification number, 
also need to submit a financial report for the year. 
 

 This is the time to talk about all the ministry 
that your committee has done over the year.  It’s 
certainly been a great year thanks to God and 
thanks to all of you! 

Zion 

Church 

Council 

Will MEET on 

Tuesday,  

December 13th at 6pm. 

 
 
 
 

All of Zion’s signup sheets can 
be found online! 

 

   All of Zion’s signups are now digital 
through the signup genius website.  
Simply google signup genius—find a 
signup.  Enter office@zionalbion.com 
in the creator search bar to find us. 
 

  There are signups for greeters, ushers, 
acolytes, reader, communion assistants, 
audio/video, and power point  
volunteers!  Dorothy and Pastor also 
added signups for hosting Luther 
League and confirmation class meals! 
   This is a very easy and convenient 
way to volunteer for the dates and 
ways you would like to help!  If you 
need any assistance, please contact the 
church office.  Thanks!! 

Next 

Meeting: 

Tuesday, 

Jan. 17
th

 

At 

6pm 

☩ Christian Symbol ☩  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CANDLE 
 

The candle symbolizes Jesus being 
the light of the world (John 8:12), as 
well as his call for Christians to be 
lights (Matthew 5:14). Candles play 
a prominent role in the Christmas 
season. Each candle on an Advent 
wreath has a special meaning. Many 
churches have a candlelight worship 
service on Christmas Eve, often at 
midnight.  



12 

The January  
Messenger deadline is  

Sunday,  
December 11th! 

Just a REMINDER: 

the Sew Happy 

Mission Quilters 

will NOT meet 

in November or December. 
 

All are welcome to 

join them in  

January 2023! 

  

S Sunday, 

 December 18th 
 9:00am 
 

Please join Us for Zion’s Sunday School 
Christmas Program on December 18th.   
These programs are always one of the 
miracles of the Christmas season! 

Mark your calendars! 

    All Saints’ Day is a time to 
remember all the saints who 
have faithfully lived and died 
with the Lord.   
    On Sunday, Nov. 6th, we  
remembered the following 
Saints… 
 

 Darlene Allen Jim Allen 
 Ellie Anding Ray Bartels 
 Mary Bittner Diane Bolin 
 Ron Bresel Marcella Brauer 
 Barb Brooke Don Brugger 
 David Burns Iver Bygland 
 Brian Carder Gail DeReiter 
 Gladys Diessner LeRoy Dozler 
 Rex Ekwall Patti Elting 
 Tanya Lynn Fey David Gallion 
 Gaye Garder Milan ‘Mike’ Garder 
 JoAnn Garvey Gerry Hellbusch 
 Mildred Jasa Doris Johnson 
 Lee Johnson Randy Keehn 
 Putt Kolm Virginia Krohn 
 Rev. Susan Lynch David Mangus 
 Kim Mallery Rev. Don Marshall 
 Red McBrayer Amber McKay 
 Jeannice Nelson Mary Ellen Norskov 
 Gayle Olsen Sandy Orender 
 Melvern Pagels George ‘Dave’ Parli 
 Virgil ‘Butch’ Patro Don Peters 
 Nathan Peterson Tim Porter 
 Ray Prothman Lyle Ransen 
 John Reuvers Henry Rudolph
 Jean ‘Marvel’ Scarlett Bob Schlange 
 Billy Schrader Joe Schwartz 
 Carolyn Seier Ramona Spiegel 
 Maxine Stahr Myrna Strain 
 John Svoboda Adrian Texley 
 Darrell Texley Mario Troncarelli 
 Jason Trummer Bunny Von Hemel 
 Frank Vrba Bob Wilson 
 Robert Woods Denny Wynia 
 

Rest eternal grant them, O Lord; 
and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
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Sun., Nov. 27 First Sunday of Advent 
 9:00am Ringing in New Church Year  
  Holy Communion 
 10:00am Decorate Church 
 

Sun., Dec. 4 Second Sunday of Advent 
 9:00am   Holy Communion 
 4:00pm Faith & Fellowship Event — 
  Christmas Gathering at Johnson’s 
 

Sun., Dec. 11 Third Sunday of Advent 
 9:00am   Holy Communion 
 4:00pm Christmas Caroling 
 

Sun., Dec. 18 Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 9:00am SS Christmas Program 
  Holy Communion 
 5:30pm Zion Alive 
 7:00pm Candlelight Service 
  led by the Luther League. 
 

Tues., Dec. 21 Longest Night at Methodist Church 
 7:00pm Blue Christmas Worship 

 

Bible Quiz Answer: B (See John 1:5) 
Puzzle Answer: Savior 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 24th 

 Special Music Worship 

 Begins Begins 

 3:15pm 3:30pm 

 5:15pm 5:30pm 

 7:15pm 7:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you play an instrument? 

Do you like to sing? 
 

We are in need of special music  
before each of our Christmas Eve 

services.  There is time to share your 
musical talents before the 3:30pm, 

5:30pm, or the 7:30pm services. 
 

A sign-up sheet is posted on the  
bulletin board by Pastor’s office.   

Sign up for the time that works best 
for you and let us know what musical 

talent you will be sharing. 
 

For more information,  
please speak with 

Tiffany Curry 402-438-2867 or 
Tami Texley 402-741-2330. 
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Albion’s Light Parade 
Thursday, December 1st 

6pm 
 

Zion will be participating in the light  

parade again this year! 

 
We need: 

 Lights (old or new as long as they work!) 

 VOLUNTEERS to 

•  help decorate our float 

     (Wednesday Night at 6pm) 

•  to walk with the float 

•  ride on the float! 
 

Light donations are being collected in 

the narthex.  We need these as soon as 

possible. 
 

If you’d like to volunteer to help  

decorate, walk or ride, please speak 

with Kim Schaefer 402-741-2716. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday, January 1
st
 

9:00am 

 
 

Christmas Poinsettias 
 

If you would like to help decorate the church for Christmas, please 
order some poinsettias.  They are available in the following colors: 

 

Red, White or Glitter (Red & White speckled)* 
(*Colors are subject to change based on availability) 

 

You may order flowers in honor/ memory of loved ones.  The list of 
those honored/remembered will be in the Christmas Eve bulletin 
and the January Messenger. 
 

Complete the form below to order poinsettias and place it in the 
offering plate or mail it with your payment to: 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 
319 S. 5th St. 

Albion, NE  68620 
 

The cost is $10.00 per plant (6’’ pots). 
 

The order deadline is Sunday, December 4th. 
(Speak with Patti Meyer if you have any questions.) 

 

Name of sponsor: ______________________________ 
 

Phone # (        )  __________________ 
 

In memory of: ________________________________ 
           ________________________________ 
 

In honor of: __________________________________ 
       __________________________________ 
 

# of plants & colors: __________ 
Amount enclosed: $____________ 

 

(Feel free to use more than one order form) 

 

 
There will be NO worship at Zion 

on Christmas Day. 

Advent Families 
Would your family like to be an Advent Family  
and help light the candles of the Advent wreath? 

Sign-up on the bulletin board outside the offices 
or call the church office at 402-395-2043. 

 

Nov. 27 Advent 1 Volunteer Family Needed 
 

Dec. 4 Advent 2 Thayer Family 
 

Dec. 11 Advent 3 Volunteer Family Needed 
 

Dec. 18 Advent 4 Young Family 
 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 
 3:30pm John & Sheena Krohn Family 
 5:30pm Volunteer Family Needed 
 7:30pm Volunteer Family Needed 
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Classes: 
Wed., December 7th  
Wed., December 14

th 
 

Dinner is served at 5:30pm 
Class begins at 6pm until 7:30pm 

 

For more information,  
please speak with Pastor Carolann. 

 
 
 
 
 

Help us decorate for Christmas! 
On Sunday, November 27th at 10:15am 
(after worship), we will be decorating 
our church for the celebration of 
Christmas!  We will be putting up and 
decorating the Christmas tree!  Donuts 
& coffee will be available for all helpers! 

 

Everyone is invited to help! 
Please mark your calendars! 

We need you! 

Sunday Bulletins 
 

Sunday bulletins available in 
the narthex.  They will be in 
the tract rack by the Thursday 
before the upcoming Sunday.  
Feel free to stop by and pick 
one up if  you are watching on Facebook or 
Vyve channel 21. 

 

 

 

 
 

There will be NO Sunday School 
December 18th — January 1std 

Classes will resume on 
January 8th! 

 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER 
 

  4 Jacque & Tom Dickey 
 

 11 Kay Flanagan & 
  Blake Trombley 
 

 18 Kim Schaefer 
 

 24 Volunteer Needed! 
  Volunteer Needed! 
  Kim Schaefer 

Communion 
Elements 
Available 

 

Individually packaged communion  
elements continue to be available for pick 
up in the church narthex.  Take as many as 
you need for your household.  This will let 
you take communion with us on Sundays as 
you watch us on Facebook live or on Vyve 
Channel 21. 
 

If you have any questions, please talk to 
Pastor Carolann or Amy Zaruba. 
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Prayer Chain & 
Prayer Concerns 

 

If you would like to add 
someone to the prayer chain, 
please call Sharon Waters 
(402-741-2358) or the 

church office (4029-395-2043) and they will 
start the chain.  If you’d like to add someone 
to our Sunday prayers, please call the church 
office (402-395-2043). 
 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,  
give thanks in all circumstances;  

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you.”  (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 

Snow Shoveling 
Volunteers Needed! 

We need help to scoop or 
shovel all of the church and 
parsonage sidewalks! If you 

are able to help, just come by after a snow 
and start! 

FYI Confirmation Students: 
Each sidewalk is worth 5 points! 

Thanks for your help! 

2022-23 Fellowship Coffee  
Serving Schedule 

 

December: Men of Zion 
 

January: Church Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 18th 
5:30pm 

Fellowship Hall 
 

 All children in grades 2 through 5 
are invited to join us for some food, fun 
and fellowship at Zion Alive! 
 

 Please check out the Facebook page 
for Zion Alive updates. 
 

 Please speak with Kim Young (402-
843-8562) for more information. 
 

Hope to see you on December 18th! 

 
 

Forever Ours 
Child Loss Grief Support Group 

 
 

 
 

December 12
th

  
at 7pm 

 

Zion’s Youth Room 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Forever Ours is a support group 
for parents who have lost children of any age. 

 
For additional information,  

contact Pastor Carolann Hopcke or 
Vicar Abigail Vetick at 

Zion Lutheran Church (402-395-2043) 
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Don’t forget to bring your box of Reverse Advent 
Calendar supplies to church on Christmas Eve or 
the Sunday after.   All items benefit our local food 

pantry.  
Thanks for your help! 

Prayer Concerns this Month 
 

Wolf Memorial Home Residents 
 Elva Bartels Marge Briese 
 Fran Obermire Ruth Pribnow 
 

Good Samaritan Estates (Assisted Living) 
 Donna Kruse Bev Larsen 
 LaVonne Mills Janice Tisthammer 

Muriel Young 
 

Edgewood Health Care (Columbus) 
Sandra Lindgren 

 

Primrose Retirement Community (Grand Island) 
Joy Haas 

 

Elkridge Assisted Living (Omaha) 
Mary Lou Nore 

 

Whispering Pines Assisted Living (Plainview) 
LaVonne Olnes 

 

Our Homebound 
 Barb Buckendahl Judy Harder 
 Liz Hunt LaDonna Morris 
 Dale Sheldon Virginia Storm 
 

In Our Sunday Prayers 
Baby Naevy, Elva Bartels, Bob,  

Claire Bennett, Adalynn Bouska, Barb Buckendahl, 
Annie Hellbusch, Loren Johnson, Twila Koetter, 

Dale Kruse, Sigrid Lightner, Lynda Mangus, 
Becky Michael, Dan Rice, Ken Rouch, 

Jenice Stevenson,  Doug Stuhr,  
Jo & Ron Weltruski, 
and the families of 

Ellie Anding, Don Brugger & Myrna Strain 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Congregation 
Our Veterans 

Advent & Christmas Preparations 
Sunday School Christmas Program Kids & Leaders 

Church Musicians & Choirs 
Faith & Fellowship Committee 

 

Other Concerns 
Our Military 

Those affected by war, violence & hatred 
Those affected by natural disasters 

Newly Elected Officials 
 

Other prayer concerns are welcome. 

 

Bell Choir Practice 

Wednesdays 

at 4:30pm 
 

If you have any questions,  

please call or text  

Jacque Dickey 

at 402-741-1709. 

Christmas Caroling 
Sunday, 

December 11
th

 
 

At 4pm on Sunday, December 11th, 
we will gather at the church in order to 
carpool to the nursing home, assisted 
living & possibly some of out shut-ins 
for Christmas Caroling. Please mark 
your calendar and join us! 
 

EVERYONE is invited! 
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Are you missing 

a dish or bowl? 
 

We have quite a collection 
of unclaimed bowls and 
dishes from some of the 
funerals we’ve had.  Please claim your dish 
from the church kitchen. 
 

THANKS! 

Dear Friends, 
 

Here at the Mission, no 
two days are the same.  
No matter what the days 
bring, we know that we 
are here to make the lives 
of our young people easier, more 
stable, and full of support and love.  
You help us do that.  Thank you for 
helping us to do the work God has 
called us to do.  Thank you for your 
gift of $97.50! 
 

Through your generosity we can 
stand behind our children, encour-
aging them to be their best selves, 
catching them if they fall.  You are 
helping us to show them that no 
matter what they are going through 
or have been through, they matter, 
and someone cares about them 
and want to see them succeed. 
 
As sure as the seasons change, 
we are sure to express our  
deepest thanks for you and what 
you do for us! 
 

What a blessing it is to have all of 
you as a supporter of the Mission.  
Thank you all for your big hearts. 
 

God’s Blessings, 
Dan Cooper 

Executive Director 

 
 
 

 

 
DECEMBER 

  4 Tami Texley 
 11 Tami Texley 
 18 Tami Texley 
 24 Tami Texley 

HOLY BIBLES 
 

On Reformation Sunday, October 30th and All Saints 
Sunday, Nov. 6th, Holy Bibles were presented to 
some of our Third Grade Members: 

Eli Krohn 

Colin Petersen 

Bennett Reinhart 

Aiden Tisthammer 
 

May they use God’s Word as a guide and comfort 
throughout their entire lives! 

Thank You! 
 

 I offer my heartfelt 
thanks to all who remembered 
me with a card, gift, or visit to 
celebrate my birthday as well 

as Pastor Appreciation month!  I am very 
grateful for your kindness and love.  I am 
blessed by all of you!  Thank you! 
 

With much love and gratitude, 
Pastor Carolann 
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Zion Lutheran Church 
2023 Serving Groups 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving Groups are those folks called upon 
to serve, make a salad or dessert for a  
funeral.  There are three Serving Groups at 
Zion with six Serving Group Leaders.  A 
copy of the 2023 Serving Group Schedule 
is included in this Messenger.  Please let us 
know if your name or phone # needs to be 
corrected, or if we inadvertently omitted 
you!  (If we did that, we are very sorry!) 
If you no longer feel as though you can 
help in this way, let us know that too, and 
we will remove your name.  You may also 
direct any questions to one of the Serving 
Group Leaders listed. 
 

We are ALWAYS looking for folks who are 
willing and able to serve at the luncheon, 
regardless of your assigned group.  If you 
are able to do that, please let the church of-
fice know so we can keep a separate list of 
servers.  This is an important and vital  
ministry at Zion.  We are thankful for your 
willingness to embody this ministry.  

Beer &  
Bible Study 

Suspended  
until the new year! 

 
 
 

 

2pm on December 15th at Wolf Home 
Volunteers Needed! 

 

We will be hosting Bingo at Wolf  Home on the 3rd 
Thursday of each month.  We need at least two 
volunteers each month.  There is a sign-up sheet on 
the narthex bulletin board. 
 

For more information, please speak with  
Pat Neidhardt (402-395-2802). 

 
 
 
 
 
Advent 
 Rehearsal Sunday, November 27th 10-11am 
 Rehearsal Sunday, December 4th 8am 
 SING Sunday, December 4th 9am 
 Rehearsal Sunday, December 11th 10-11am 
 Rehearsal Sunday, December 18th 8am 
 SING Sunday, December 18th 9am 
 

*If anyone would like to prepare a vocal or  
instrumental special music, please contact 

Tiffany Curry (402-438-2867). 
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Next 
Meeting: 
Sunday, 

February 12th  
at 

10:15pm 

 
 
 
 

Zion Lutheran Church, 
 Perhaps you sent a lovely card,  
  or sat quietly in a chair. 
 Perhaps you sent a funeral spray, 
  if so we saw it there. 
 Perhaps you spoke the kindest word, 
  as any friend could say; 
 Perhaps you were not there at all, 
  just thought of us that day, 
 Whatever you did to console our hearts, 
  We thank you so much whatever the part. 

~ Martha Lee Frazier Sherman ~ 
 

Thank you for the card and thinking of us 
in this difficult time.  

 

Jim Allen’s Family 

Faith and Fellowship 
Christmas Open House 
Sunday, December 4th 

 

 On Sunday, December 4th starting at 4pm 
Loren and Judy Johnson are hosting a  
Christmas Open House for Zion. They will be  
providing chili and are encouraging people to 
bring appetizers and desserts.  
 This event helps us to kick off Zion’s Faith 
and Fellowship activities.  The Faith &  
Fellowship Committee met for the first time in 
October and have started a Coffee Hour at 
The Dotted Daisy on the first Thursday of 
every month at 9:30am.  This Christmas Open 
House is the second scheduled event!  Church  
members are welcome to invite their friends to 
join us for fellowship and fun at the Johnson’s 
(3001 260th St., Albion) on December 4th  
beginning at 4pm.  All ages are welcome, and 
you are encouraged to bring your children.  
 Please RSVP to Vicar Abigail at  
vicar.abigail@zionalbion.org or by calling the 
church at (402) 395-2043.  

Christmas Gifts that don’t cost a cent! 
 The gift of listening 
 The gift of affection 
 The gift of laughter 
 The gift of a written note 
 The gift of a compliment 
 The gift of a favor 
 The gift of solitude 
 The gift of a cheerful disposition 
 The gift of Jesus! 

 

May you be blessed at Christmas and  
throughout the year! 

The Mission Endowment  
Committee will meet on  

Tuesday, January 17th  
at 7pm. 

mailto:vicar.abigail@zionalbion.org
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The following people  

made donations to  
Zion’s Memorial Fund  
in loving memory of  

Doris Johnson: 
 

Jane Mundschenk (Zion Scholarship) 

Pam & Steve Wright 

 
 
 

The following people 
made donations to 

Zion’s Memorial Fund 
in loving memory of  

Mildred Jasa 
 

Jane Mundschenk (Eternal Light Oil Insert) 
Pam & Steve Wright 

Carol & Paul Brugger 
made a donation 

to Zion’s Memorial 
Scholarship Fund 

in loving memory of 
Jo Ann Garvey 

 
 
 

 
The following people  

made donations to  
Zion’s Memorial Fund  
in loving memory of  

Jim Allen: 
 

Pam & Steve Wright 

 
 

 
The following people  

made donations to  
Zion’s Memorial Fund  
in loving memory of  

Bob Wilson: 
 

Debra & Charles Beckwith 
Joan & Tom Briese 

Ron & Stacey Brooks 
Ginger & Greg Bygland 

Raelynn & Steve Bygland 
Kim & Tracy Coakes 

Ron & Zondee Coakes 
Bradley & Valerie Haas 

Liz Hunt 
Brian Johnson Family 
Jill & Steve Johnson 

Donna Kruse 
Cheryl Kuehner 

Dixie & Howard Lederer 
Mary McHugh 
Barb Michael 

Duane & Janet Milligan 
Carroll & Jane Rolf 
Marilee Niewohner 

Deb Rost & Darla Skillstad 
Patti Score 

Mike & Roberta Seda 
Marcia Seier 

Connie Sugden 
Randy & Sherry Tjarks 

Doris Warner 
GB & Linda Watson 
Pam &  Steve Wright 

 
 
 

 
The following people  

made donations to  
Zion’s Memorial Fund  
in loving memory of  

Don Brugger: 
 

Cynthia Kraus (Zion Scholarship) 

Jane Mundschenk (Zion Scholarship) 

Eric & Sherry Lawson Family  
(Harry Kruse Scholarship) 

Pam & Steve Wright 
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Zion Sunday Services 

are broadcast LIVE on 
Vyve Cable Channel 21 

and repeated on 

Wednesdays at 
8am, 10:30am, 12pm, 

4pm, 7pm, 8pm & 9pm 
and Saturdays at 

8am and 12pm. 
 

You may also join us each Sunday morning at 9am 
on Facebook Live! 

You may worship with us live, 
or watch the service by clicking the link 

on our Facebook page 

at www.facebook.com/zionalbion 

Worship at Zion  
Lutheran Church is  
Intergenerational; on 
most Sundays we see  
several generations of one family sitting in  
the same pew.  And of course, among those 
generations, there are children.  On any given 
Sunday, there is a chorus of laughter, crying 
and fidgeting from children in worship at  
Zion Lutheran.  For these children and their 
parents, we give thanks! 

 

To Parents of Young Children 
We are so glad that you are here, and that you 
brought your children with you!  Thank you! 
 

 Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t 
feel you have to suppress it in God’s house. 

 Sit toward the front where it is easier for 
children to see and hear. 

 Sing hymns loudly, pray, and voice the     
responses with enthusiasm.  Children learn 
behavior by copying you.  If you are fired 
up about God, they will be too! 

 Remember that the way we welcome      
children in Church directly affects the way 
they respond to the Church, to God, to 
Christ, to one another.  Let them know that 
they are at home in the Church. 

 Teach children some of the basic prayers.  
Being able to join in with the prayers helps 
them feel they are contributing too. 

 Attend worship often, children like and need    
routines where they can participate. 

 

To other members  
of our Church Family 

A smile of encouragement is always welcome 
to parents with small children.  If you forgot 
what it was like when your children were 
young and feel the need to step in and offer 
advice, please follow the 
example of Jesus and don’t 
do that here.  The presence 
of children is a gift to the 
church.  They give us a  
future AND a present filled 
with much hope!  Amen! 

Zion Messenger is a monthly publication of  

Zion Lutheran Church 

319 S 5th St., Albion, NE  68620 

Worship Services - Sunday 9:00am 
 

Office Hours:  

 Monday - Thursday 9:00am - 4pm 

 Friday 9am-12pm & 1-4pm 

Phone 402-395-2043, 
 

Pastoral Care Concerns after hours: 

Pastor Carolann Hopcke, 267-374-7762 
 

Email:  office@zionalbion.org 

Website:  www.zionalbion.org 
 

Zion’s Staff 

Pastor Carolann Hopcke, Senior Pastor 

PCA@zionalbion.org 
 

Vicar Abigail Vetick, Seminarian 

vicar.abigail@zionalbion.org 
 

Office Administrator 

HELP WANTED! 

office@zionalbion.org 
 

Dorothy Grosch, High School Youth Coordinator 

youthcoordinator@zionalbion.org 
 

Nancy Ahlers, Treasurer: 

treasurer@zionalbion.org 
 

Zion’s Congregational Council 

 President:    Tom Dickey 

 Vice-President: Mitch Koch 

 Secretary:  Kay Flanagan 


